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L 

I WAS on ft tour of inepectioii of 
financQ in tiio little town of 
Arvere, in Auvergne, and I had been 
8ta}'inj^ for two dnys at the hotel of 
, the Grand Monart^ue. Wliat grand 
monMfch ? and why tlus dooaio sign, 
ttiU so wid^ o^nd lu piwrincial 
towns t Is it a tradition of the reign 
of liOuia XIV. ? I nm absolutely ig- 
norant, and I ask anv one who knows. 
. The image which choractenzed this 
illnitribuB and mysteiious pwaomngc 
liu disappeared almosfc avoiTwhere. 
. In my childhood I remember liaving 
scon one which represented him 
dressed. like a Turk. 

The hostess of the Grand Monarqne, 
UadaiDO Onohafol, waa a oomely and 
very lespectabla voaaii, devoted to 
all that pertained to any sort of estab- 
lished authority, ancient or modem 
nobility, plebeian opulence, ofllcial 
poeition« or local influence, — oil this 
irithout prejudioe to ihal coouidera- 
tioit duo to the minor funelionarics 
and commerrial travellers who con- 
stif iito tlio standini^ source of profit, 
the regular rotation of au inn. Ad- 
ditkmally, Madame Ouclmfol .had 
laBgiona aantiments, and opposed the 
sceptics of her neighborhood. 

One evening, when I was smoking 
my oigar on fcho hotel balcony, I saw^ 



vpaa the place which divides the 
chiuoh ftom the inayonlty and the 
inn, a tan young mail vhoae fiusa and 
bearing would attnct iltolltion anj- 

whore. He was arm in arm with a 
very ugly peasant-girl. Two young 
fellows, slighUy inebriated, who 
looked like artisans in holiday garb, 
followed him» walkiiig Jilm him with 
girls in peasant-caps, but pretty 
enotigh. Why had this hanflsome 
youth, whose simple dress did not 
lack taste, and who did not appear 
intoxieated» seieoted tat partner or 
companion the qglieal and leasb 
smartly dressed ? , 

This little problem would not have 
arrested my nitentinn beyond a min- 
ute, if Madame Ouchafol, wliu was 
dusting the leavea of a Uightad 
orangMrae phoed upon the faal* 
cony, hod not takm oaia to maka me 
notice it , 

" You are looking at liandsomo 
Lawrence, are you not ? " she said to 
me, casting on the merry-making 
Antlnoila (he most ironical and oeocnp 
fid glance. 

And, replying to my answer with- 
out waiting for it : — 

"lie is a pretty fellow, I do not 
deny it; hat sael always in bad 
company ! He may he the son of a 
pea-sant, hut he has a rich and titled 
undor and boaiUeSy when one has ro- 
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ceived an education, and dresses like 
a geutltiinan, lie duea uot liobuo^ 
iriUi everybody at the village ired^ 
dingB; above all, he does nok peas 
(hrou<;h tlie town in broad duyligbt, 
with frights like that upon bis arm ! 
But that boy is mad ; he cares for 
nothing ; and there is one surpriauig 
things monaieur, he never devotee 
himself to a pretty giil who miglit 
do him' credit. lie always dnigs 
about some monster, and not tlie 
most straight-laced^ I Ix^ you to 
lidieve!" 

** I will believe whatever joa wieh, 
Madame Oucliafol ; but how do you 
explain this singular taste?" 

" I do not take it npon myself to 
explain iL One can make nothing 
• of Uie eondnet of thie poor boy ; for 
etin, monsieur, I am inteieeted in 
him. His godmother has been my 
fViend from childhood, and often we 
latnent t4)gether to see lum turnout 
so badiy." » 

** He ie then a downright good-for- 

notiuQgf 

"Ah I monsieur, if that were all! 
Tf he was only a little fast and reck- 
less ! If one could say, * lie amuses 
himself, he is wild, he is a scape- 
grace, who will reform like eo many 
otheia!' Bat no, monsieur. He 
drinks a little^ but he does not run 
in debt; he has jiot 1 iid liabits exact- 
ly; neither is he nuarrelsouie, except 
on some occasion, when he sues at 
tiie village f^Ua or et the mechanica* 
beSls a mm nialtxeated» he fights off 
those who bully him, and beats tliem 
well, accord ing to accounts. In short, 
he might be sometliing, for he is 
neither stupid nor idle ; but here ia 
tiie tnmUe;^moiisienr hae ideea, 



and one idea in particular, which is 
the deis^iair of his relations 1 " 

"Yon make me curioua to know 
this famous idea." 

" I will tell you so much, that, in- 
stei^d of accepting a situation in the 
custom-house, or in the telegrapli- 
office, or a tobacconist's shop, or 
something at the record office, the 
registry or the mayoralty, — for they 
have offered him all these, — he pre- 
ferred to live in the faubuurg with his 
father, who is an old fanner, and who 
has bought a piece of ground wlueh 
he hae converted into a nuraeiy. 
This poor Father I^wrL-nce is a won 
lliy man, very industrious, win* has 
only this one ciiild, and who would 
have liked to raise him above his 
conation, hoping that his elder 
broUier, who ie veiy wealthy, would 
take a £uicy to him, and make him 
Ids heir. Not at all ; the young man, 
who, after liis LacheKn'.s di'^ree, had 
gone to Nornmudy, wliens Ihu rich • 
uncle naidee, allowed himself to he 
led away into fri|^tftil misoonduct, 
monsieur, and disappeared fur two or 
three years, wtthout giving any re^iort 
of himself." 

"What misconduct^ Madamo Ou- 
chafol?" 

"Ah i monsieur, permit me not to 
tell you, from esteem for Father T.aw- 
rence, who raises fruit along his walls, 
and has always supplieil mo with 
hue peaches and raisins, not to men- 
tion vegftoblee, which he raises also 
at the foot of his enclosure, for which 
he buys the manure from my staMe, 
and pays . for it better tlian jmmy 
people of higher station; through 
frien^ihip likewise finr the yuuug 
man's gpdmoth«r, who has been my 
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friend, ns I have told you, ever since 
we made our first communion togeth- 
er, I ought to conceal the misfortune 
and the sbame, tliafc this iMiAwmo 
iMweue^ as they eoU him hon, has 
brought upon his friends, and wliich 
^rou!d spronJ llirou^'liout the town, 
if by ^ nuc mischance the thing 
should gcD ahout." 

It hecBine ftvidamt that Uhdame 
OuelaUiol was dying trith the wish to 
impaii to me tba mystery of liand- 
soinc Lawrence's " miscniidiict." More 
raisclitevnns clmn ciiilmts just llioii, 
I punished hur for licr reticence hy 
taking my hat, and going out to 
bnathe the air bMide a pratty 
streamlet, which ^idss along the 
sloiw whore the town is chsimingly 

aituntrd. 

Many small towns are, like this, 
ohanniiig in appearance when viewed 
as a whole from without, hidaoUB and 
dirty within. A iir«)jectiii<,' cmg, a ray 
of sunlight rest ing on an old spire, a 
fine wooded lino in the background, 
a 8tfcan9]et*at the foot^ aaflloe to 
make up a pietnte which seta them 
oir to perfection, and of which they 
form the princijwil accident, whose 
arraugement leaves noihiug (o de- 
sire. 

I gave myself up entinly to the 
oabn pleasnxe oontennplatioii, and 

1 saw tlie last reflections of the sunset 
dii! out in an ndniinilily clear sky. 
This jiresago of fine weatlicr for tlie 
morrow recalled a plan which I had 
fonnod of visiting a caso^e that one 
of my prodeeoBBois in tlio office which 
1 fillcil had lecommcnded to It 
was too late to nndortAkc nny walk 
wlmtever; but, a^? I was jia.'^siiv^ near 
a rustic tavern whence issued noise 



aod light, I neolved to make inqui^ 

ies there. 

I foil into the midst of a village 
wedding. Thef warn drinking atuf 
dancing. The flist penoa who be- 
came aware of my piewnoe ins pre- 
cisely liandsome Tviwrence. 

Ah ! Father Tournache," cried lie, 
with a fine, clear, strong voice, wliich 
rose above aU the otben^ "AtiaveU 
ler I serve him. Becanse tiiere » a 
merry-making at your house, you 
must iiol i}9'^'\f^;t tJinso wlio have a 
right to fit-ay there. Coiii'^, iiir»n.sieur,'* 
added he, giving me his chair ; " tliere 
is no lt»ger a seat anywhere, tfldce 
mine, I am going to dance a howrrSt 
in the barn, and on my way out I 
will tell them to wait on you." 

" I wish to disturb no one," re- 
joined I, touched by his politeness, 
but not much attracted hj th^ ap- 
peaianoe and odor of the feasL *I 
came to ask a dir^on.** 

" Can tliey give it to you ? " 

" You prolmbha better than any 
one else. I woum like to know on 
whidi si& and at what distaaoe an 
the rock and cascade of the Vd- 
piel 

" Very well, come with me. I will 

give you an idea." 

As, tliis time, despite his courtesy 
and obliging sjnritt the fine fellow 
seemed to me a little tipsy, I followed 
him, rather from politeness, than in 
tlie Iio])c of rcceiviiig a veiy lucid 
explanation. 

** Stay " said he^ aftor having con- 
ducted me, somewhat unsteadily, 
al)out ten 8tci« from the UtUe hpuse ; 
"you see that long, uniform hill, 
whirh cut^ olT the horizon ? It is 
higher than it looks ; it is really a 
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mountain, tliat takes an hour's walk 
to dimb it Now, do you aoo a loit 
of slanting gpp ftt the h^hflsk pointy 
just above the point of tlie village 

spire? It 13 there." 

" I confess that T see nothing. 
Night is approaching, and to-morrow 
I should hAV^ pethaps^ some dlffieul> 
ty in finding my way." 

" I was about to propose my com- 
pany to you for the day after, since I 
think of going there; but to-morrow, 
it is too soon." * 

* I regret it" 

" So do I ; Imt what MB we dot 

I absolutely must get drunk to-night, 
and it is probable that 1 shaU sleep 
all day to-morrow." 

" It is an urgent necessity that you 
get dninkf " 

"Yes, I could not do otherwisei 
than drink a little to celebrate the 
wedding of a playmate of my child- 
hood. In quarter of an hour, if I left 
off there, I should be sad ; with me 
the llxst stage i^always clear and 
leaaonahla I likHettertofinishoflT, 
grow gay, tender, mad, and idiotic ; 
after that, me sleeps, and there's an 
end of it" 

\ There is no harm in becoming 
gay, tender, aadj and even idiotu), as 
you anticipate; but sometimes, be- 
ntatli the influence of wine, one be- 
comes wicked. You are, not afraid 
of that, then ? " 

"No; I am convinced that wine, 
when it is not dni^ged, develops 
and reveals in us only the qualities 
and defecta that exist there. I atn 
not wicked, I do riot drink ahsinthft 
I am sure of myself.* 

"Thatisfoitnnate. But you spoke 
of dancing t" 



"Yes, dancing intoxicates too. 
The great baginpe which brays out 
in your sen, the notion^ the heat 
dust, all that is charming. Gome f 

AVliile tliua speaking he hatl an 
accent of sadness, almost of desiwir, 
in which I fancied I perceived the 
revdation of some secret grief or of 
eonw hitler remorse. Ihe words of 
my hostess recuiied to me, and I was 
seized with a feeling of pity fop this 
man, who was so handsome, wlio 
expressed himself so well, and who 
appeared so amiable and frank. 

"Wliy not inatead of 'finishing 
off' so quickly/ said I, ''xemain hen 
a little longer, and smoke a good 
cigar with me ?" 

"No, I ahould grow melancholy, 
and should hore you." 

" That is my conoeni, I be- 
lieve?" 

"3fine also. Stay, I see plainly 
that you are a well-bred man, and 
tliat it would be pleasant to converse 
with you. Do not visit the Yolpie 
until day after to^monoW." 

" Do me the fitvor to come there 
to-morrow, and not to gjA intoxicated 
to-night" 

"Ah I you seem to be interested 
in me? Do you know me ? ^ 

" I see you towiay for the first 
time" 

" Tnily ? I know that you are the 
inspector of finance, who has been 
slaying fur the lo^t two days at 
Mother Ouchafol's. Ton go about 
tlie pvovinoe for four mmithe eveiy 
year. Tou have met me nowhere ? ** 

• Nowhere. You aie then Icnown 
away from here ? " 

"I travelled over almost every 

part of Vnaod^ for three yearn* TeU 



Digitized by Google 



Jl rolling STON& 



me Vhj jou adviM me iu)t to 

drink." 

■ " Because T have no fondn(«?n cither 
for soiled things or deteriorated mea 
Alere matter of order and propriety, 
thatisdL" 

He lefleeted a moment^ tihen aeked 
me my ftge. 

* About the same as yours, — thirty 
years." 

*No,I emtwenty-eix. Ihevethe 
eppeenmoe of being Hab/ty tlien ?" 
" I see yoa indietinetlj in the twi- 

ligl.t" 

. lie replied sadly : — 

"No, on tlie contrary, I believe 
Cbafc you eee truly. I bave kwfe feat 
yearn of wj life^ ainee my ftee hae 
four yeen too many. I will not 
commit nn pxrpsg to-night, and, if 
you will go to tiie Volpie to-morrow, 
I will knocic on your door at four 
o*dock in the morning. Hie collector 
has spolEeii to me of you. He eays 
tiiat you are a charming man.** 

•'Tlianks. I count upon you." 

"Would you like to see the true 
hourree of Auve^ue danced before 
you go I" 

**! will even danoe it with yen, if 
tbcy will permit me." 

"They will be delighted, but I 
must present you as niy friend." 

*' Voy well t It is not impossible 
that I tieeome aa**^ 

" I accept the omen." 

He pleased mo ; I could not help 
it; and, whate%'cr might l)c the 
"frightful misconduct" with which 
the hoBtBSB of the Gmnd Monarque 
bad nproadbed him, the curiosity 
which he aroused in me was almost 
sympathy. 

In the bam, whexo ho iutroduced 



me^ and where the ndbe, the dual; 

ftnd tlie heat, predicted by him, left 
ud^liin?^ to desire, I wa.<j received 
with nauch cordiality, and invited.to 
drink freely. 

"No, no" cried lawmioe, "he 
does not drink, but he dsnoes. Stay, 

friend, l>c my x-is-d-vis." 

lie had invited tlie bride; I in- 
vited the tall, ugly girl that I had 
seen nt>on his arm, an boor befoia 
I thought to excite no jeoloiuy, but 
soon perceived tliat fhe was greatly 
sought after* perhaps on account of 
her l)old and sprightly air, perJiaps 
for the sake of her wit I had 
wished to make her telle of Lawtenoe i 
the hubbnb^ whieb wm, so to spesk, 
suffocatiiig, did not allow we to en- 
gage in rontinued conversfttion 

Lawrence mhs dancing opposite 
ine, and certainly he threw some- 
tliing of coquetry into it He bad 
taken off his coat and waiatcoel^ like 
the others. His shirty stall irre- 
proachably wliile, outlined his fine 
figure, his broad' "Shoulders,* and hi:5 
full chest ; perspiration made his 
tliick jet4)lack hur ouil more doee- 
ly • his eyes, heavjft but a moment 
befcie^ flashed fire. He had the 
grace inseparable from l)eautiful out- 
lines and Buuly attached muscles ; and 
although he danced the classio iotir- 
r4$ like a true peasant, in converted 
this dull and monotonous tiling into 
a characteristic d;ince, full of anima- 
tion and plastic art 8onio intoxica- 
tion certainly lingered in his legs; 
but in a few moments this nnstsadi- 
nen disappeared, and it seemed to 
me that he was anxioxis to display 
himself before me in all his physic;d 
odvanUiges, to dispel the bad opinion 
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with which he n^ght have tnipiied 

me at first sight. 

* conjecturing for what pur- 

pose he hod travelled .tluoughout 
Dfloilj all of Phitice, It oeenrnd to me 
that he mi^t have hem a inodeL 
When he returned to the tavein, 
whither I accompanied liini, 
where they called upon liim to sin^', 
I Wiis ]H;rauaJ(id tlmt he had hentn a 
stralliiig siu^er. But hia voice vraa 
fnab, and Ifi lendered tiie conntiy 
songs with a charming simplicity 
which bespoke the artist, and not the 
cross-roads performer. 

Gradually my ideaa ahoat him 
gtem coofttnd. I waa warm, and I 
had aooeplad without distrust several 
bumpers of a pale-c<jloied wine, 
which looked veiy innocent, hut 
which was ia reality remarkably 
heady. I felt that, if I did not wish 
to Bet a had example to the vety one 
whom I liad just been lectttting, and 
if I did not wish to be accused by 
Madame Ouchafol of some " frightful 
misconduct/' I must escape from the 
oonvivialitiea of tlioae worthy pcas- 
anta. \ So I elij^ped off adioilAy, and 
on my way to the town had tlie 
mortification of perceiving tliat niy 
gait Avas a trille unsteady, tl);».t T saw 
the telegmph-posta double, and that 
I fidt a moat nmiaual deein to laugh 
and aing. 

In proportion as I fancied I ap- 
proached the town the trouble in- 
creased, ^fy feet gri w heavy, and, 
when I had walked u iiillti lunger 
than ae«ned neooMaiy, I ascertained 
that thai-jtown had left the hill, or 
I had '.left- the road to the town. 
Charming predicament for a public 
functionary, and especially for one 



of the soberest of men, who had 
never in his life heen overa>nie hy 

wine ! 

I thought — for my brain re- 
mained perfiidly clear ~ that tiiia 
IntoKication had come on too quicUy 

not to pass away as soon. 1 re.snlved 
to wait until it liud vanished ; and 
catching sight of an open hovel M'hich 
seemed untenanted, I entered it and 
threw myself upon a heap of atmw, 
without particularly noticing the 
neighlx)rhoo<l of an ass, who- was 
sleeping iu an upright position, his 
u(»e iu the empty rack. 

I followed his example ; I slept a 
sleep as peaceful as his own. When 
I awoke it was daybreak; the OSS 
was Still asleep, although his logs 
moved restlessly, and he clinked his 
chain from> time to time. I had 
some trouble iu recalling how I came 
in audi a place and in such com- 
pany. At length meukOiy tetumcd. 
I arose, shook my clothes, smoothcil 
my hair, and, fiudinj^ that 1 had not 
lost my hat, recovered a fK iiiua of 
my sulf-respect. Then, feeling per- 
fectly sohered, I regained without dif- 
ficxilty the way to the hotd of the 
Grand Monarquc, telling myself that 
Madame Ouchafol would nut fail to 
attribute my tanly return to some 
piece of good fortone. I had just 
time to make my toilet and awal- 
low a cup of coflee ; punctually at 
four o'clock liandsotno T^xwreneo 
knocked at my doi>r. He lunl nnt 
slept; he had duncud uud sung all 
night: hot he had not been intoxi- 
cated; he had kept his word. On 
leaving the wedding ho had thrown 
liimself into the river; this bath hnd 
refreshed and rcstgd him; he imded 
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Itimself on swuntning and diving like 
a duck. He wns ^y, lively, su- 
perbly liaailaome, and looketl four 
years younger. 1 sincerely coiupli- 
in«nted bim upon unable meaa- 
Avliilo to oveioome the confusion 
vrliich took possession of me when he 
^ remarked tliat my bed was not tum- 
bled. SbAniel I dared to answer 
tint I bad worked all night ; hapjnly 
the ass, eole witiiesa of my disgrace, 
vn» incapable of rorealing IL 

LawTcnce had eaten supper at two 
o'clock ill the morning; he wn^ 
nnitliftr hungry nor thirsty. For all 
bagj^ngc lie liad provided himself 
fnih a atick and a ekeCeh-book, 
which he -permitted me to look over, 
lie ihvw vory woll, rcprixliiciiig na- 
ture*, witli i>oMiiPss niul ridclity. "Wo 
critfscd the fields, and soon ascended 
ttie long nionotain by a path which, 
tibongh steep, was delightful in its 
scenery and ahado\\ s. 

C(>iivrr>at!nn Teallv *T>r»jTrxn only 
when \v(> had rnarlifd the rugged 
enigs wliero tlie Volpie plunges 
dotrn and loses itself in a deep and 
angular abyss. It is a very beautiful 
little thing, difficult to appxoaGll for 
a gr>od view. 

Wf renin ined there soma hours, 
and it' was there that Liwrence re- 
vealed to me the frarfvl mystery of 
his existence. 

I omit tlio, conversnlion which 
pmdtially k'll to tliis i niifirlonm TIo 
frankly coufe-ssed that he liud felt 
for a long time a desire to open hiR 
iieart tp a nmn of suiTiciont liberality 
and cnlture to understand him. He 
fiineicd thnt I was surlt a man. I 
prorniHO(l thnt he should not rrpcnt 
it, and he s|ioke as follows: — 
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STOBT OF A BOILING SIOmB. 

I know that 1 am handsome ; not 
only have I'heard it said, but it has 
been jMod to ne under euNnmetaoeaa 
whidi J shall never foiget Besides^ 
I po.sse^'? enon(;h artistic cultivation 
to know what consLitutrfl !»faiity, 
and 1 know that 1 am endowed with 
all the xeqnisite qualitiei. 

Yon will worn, do justioe'to the 
laek of vanity with which it inspires 
me when you learn that it is the 
source of my pfreatest grief. 1 loved 
a wumaa wiio rejected me because I 
was not ugly. 

Yon know that wf naine is Fiem 
Lawrence, and that I am the son of a 
peasant of this vicinity, now a nurs- 
eryman and kitchen-gard<;iuT. ^ly 
lather is the best of men, absolutely 
unedwsated* whbA does not prevent 
me from adoring his goodness'and 
amiability. Hy ^nnde is Baron 
T.awrcnro, a |'!ir<'(»nu ennobled by 
Louis Philippe, and enriched by in- 
dustry, lie resides iu Normandy 
in a fine old chlteau, wliere I once 
visited him in my vaeataon, by the 
order of my fntlier, who trusted to 
his rcmenibmnrp and his promises. 
I know not whether he is selfish, 
whetlier he scorns the humble stock 
from which he sprang, or whether I 
had not the luck to pleaee hiuL ^1% 
is true that, leaving college tmbned 

now idf>ns, and nnHrt,*>d with 
an ui)i;nvc<runble pride, I must have 
let him see that I did not come to 

• 

him of myself/thai I wonld sooner 
die tlian share his opiniona and 

covet his ]>rn|)erty. Tti sherl^ ho 

ask*»<l if I tie,>d(_'d anything; I 
answered loftily that I needed noth- 
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iog. He told me tbal I was a hand 
some lad because I resembled him, 
th^ he was glad to aee me, and that hu 
waa going away to uige oA his nomiuu- 
tion M deputy. I letttined to Pairis, 
inthdut unloQldDg my Tiliie. That 
was seven years ago ; I have never 
seen him since ; I have never MTitten 
to him. I am very sure that he will 
dUnluiib ma ; Im b • btolielor, but 
he hsB A boasekeeper. I bear him 
no ill-will on timt account I I n \ 
that, save for liis devotion to all the 
powers, he is a very worthy man, 
properly charitable. Ue owes me 
miUii^g. I have not the leatt re- 
inoadi to bring agaiaat him. lie 
earned his fortune himself; he is 
free to dispose it to his liking. 

My father dom not take tlie thing 
so philosophically. If he made sacri- 
fioee for wj education, ii wae in the 
hope that I abmild be a gentleman. 
That is not my fault, I asked no 
better than to be a i)OftSftnt. I was 
happy in our humble station, and I 
always rcturnod to it with regieta 
that I must leave il My only 
pleaauxe now is to water the flowers 
and vegetables of our enclosure, to 
prune the trees, to wheel tlie barrow, 
and to force my old father to take a 
little rest . 

I love the companiona of my child- 
hood. Their rustic fashions are far 
from distasteful to me ; as far as 1 
can shake off my troubles, it is witli 
them tliat I attempt it Sinking 
and dancing, working and chatting, 
with these good people, Ihese are 
my chief amusements.' I abuse my 
strengtli a little ; as mnch ns T would 
wish to preserve it, to press on in 
pursuit of my dream, so much I 



would wish to ezhaurt i^ in older to 

forget it 

Kverylxxly can tell you in the 
country Imrtiabouta that I utu very 
good-natmped, very faithful, very dia- 
creet, and veiy devoted. Only, the 
bourgeois reproach me witli having 
no ambition and no profession ; as if 
it were not one to till the ground i 

My father is very weU off, accord* 
ing to his wanta He has twenty 
thooaaad francs invested, and I have 
never made him pay the aniallest 
debt As for mu, i had inherited ten 
thousand francs from my motlier. I 
have made way with nearly all of it 

After having passed my hacca' 
laureate examinatioii at I'aris, and 
paid my respects to my uncle in Nor- 
mandy, T came back here to ask' my 
father what he wished me to do. 

"You must letum to Faris^" he 
told ne, "and become an advocate or 
magisbnte there. You speak easily, 
you cannot* fail to become a (jvcut 
speaker. Study law. I know tliat 
you will need ten thousand fmucs to 
live some yesm there. I will sell 
half my property. If I come* to 
want when I am old. you will see 
that I do not lack for bread" 

I refused my father's ofii:r. I 
sacrificed my personal inheritance 
alone. He consented to it^ and I 
went back to Paris, raaolved to study 
hard, and to become a tjreat spralcr, 
to gratify my ftUher, a little, also, for 
my own satisfaction. I know not 
what natural instinct imjielled me to 
display myself, to extend or round 
my strong and flexible arms, to please 
myself with the sound of niy power- 
ful voice. How sliall I exjiliiin it ? 
A sort of exhibitiou' of my natural 
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advantages seemed to me like a duty 

or Fi ri<;lit, I know not wliir ; but 
llic ninbitioQ WBB not for noUiiug, as 
you will see. , 

There ma atiU a Latin Quarter 
at (Ilia period The atndanta had not 
imsscd Uie Seina Tliey did not as- 
sociate with young ladies ; they still 
dnncotl with griaettes, a spccief nl- 
midy bogiimiug to disapiiear, and 
which ainoe IIma haa diaappeued. 
That waa in the heginnii^ of 1848u 

My constitution was too strong for 
me to fear t<> i^lunjre l»f)li11y into work 
and pleasure. I speedily had friends. 
A strong, bold lad, gtiuerous and af- 
fcotionate, good-tentperad and noiij, 
always gatliers a troop about him. 
Wo took part in every disturbance at 
ball or tkoatro, at tlie xacos or in tlie 
street 

I will not relate to you my ad- 
Tentmea and my scrapes dining the 
first year. I returned to the country 
for the holidays. I had studied well, 
and not spent too much. My fatlier 
was in ecstasies with me, and said, 
"Thft Baron wiU be delighted." 

My eommdea in tlie faubouig were 
pleaaed with me. hecaiue I turned 
|)e.nsrmt apain ^*ith them. The fol- 
Itnviiig winter, nftpr the rrnppm'ng 
of tilc school, a woman decided uiy 

We attended all the firat perform- 
ances at the Od($on. We made a 
great noise over both those jilays 
which we wislie^l to support and those 
which we disliked. There was at that 
time h little ootresa ai tliia Uieatro, 
'who waa atyled Impdria on tlie poet- 
er. She ]daycd unnoticed, in what 
was called the r/pcrtoirr. S!ie "vnis 
wonderfully pretty/ladylikc^ and oold. 



either by nature^ or from inexperience 
or timidity ; the public did not trou- 
ble themselves alwut her. At that 
time one might play, for ten years, 
Moli toa *a Iift be l lfy or T^ iiff iHfii and 
the aeoondaiy ifilaa of tngady, with- 
out attracting the public attention, 
or ohfnininf: the least promotion, itn> 
less tlirough influential protection. 

This young giil had no acquaint- 
aoee in the Ministry, no ftimd in the 
preaa ; aha did not even aolioit the 
sympathy of the public. She apoke • 
h-pII ; she had a modest grace ; one 
jHjrceived in her the conscientious- 
ness of an artist^ but no inspiration, 
no fervor, and not the ahadow of 
coquetry. Her eyes never questioned 
the proscenium, and when, in obedi- 
ence to the efTbrt o( her n')le, she cast 
them down, she did not let fall upon 
the orchestra Uiat veiled and wanton 
glauce> whieh aaema to aay, " I know 
very wdl what my xAle aeama not to 
know." 

I could not tell why, after Imving 
seen her with iiKlifTerence m several 
minor parts, I was so struck by her 
pnmd and modest fooe, that between . 
the acts I asked my companions if< 
they did not think her charming. 
They pronounced her pretty, hnt not 
attractive on tiie stage. Que of them 
bad aeen bar play Agn6s; he pii«> 
tended that aha had toldly miaan- 
derstood thia ekaaioal creation, and a 
discussion ensued Was Agnes a sly- 
l>oots \v!in n«5!vitiiL'3 innocence, or a 
veritable child who says very for- 
ward tliiugi witlioutiatlioming tbeii 
meaning t I auppoited the latter 
opinion ; and although I cared little 
tf» be right, the first tim*^ thif L t^roh 
du Fcmnus appeared upon the play- 
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bills I left the ca.t& Moli&re to see 
tlie piece. I don't know why 1 hesi- 
tated to mention it to any one. Tlie 
students never listen to the re|Hii- 
toiy, which is iiAveitheless imposed 
upon them, in view of their instnic- 
tion, at the Second Tlidlltre-Fraui^aiB. 
Wo nre all supposed to know the 
classics by heart, and many tU'dure 
themselves satiated with tliis aniu^ue 
fieaat who know onlj ebort ftegmente 
of if^ and liave never undeistood ito 
wif or appiedated ite merit 

I was like many others in this 
respect, and, at the end of sevcml 
sceueSf I felt ahnui>t a remui^ lor 
never having duly valaed lo admiia- 
fale a maaterpieee. We an xonuuitic 
no longer; we are too sceptical for 



troubles them ; for if th^ obey the 

shadow's tearful sense, the stupid 
public compreliondii nothing of it, 
fancies they parody the sutfering, 
and lauglia akin man heaitily. In 
the midst of this ooarse latigfater 
there are very few who whisiier in 
their neiyhbor's ear Ihut ^^olii*ro is 
a wounded eagle, a soul pronmndly 
sad. Nevertheless he i& so, for I also 
have etttdied binii and in all his 
jealoaa busbands I perceive the mis- 
anthrope. Arnolpbe is a humble. 
Alocst^;, A«;ti63 a nistic ^^•linl^^e. 

But Mudenioistdhi Inipi'iia tpn- 
dered Agn^s interesting Iiy the 
lute good fiiith of her innocence, by 
certain aocentenot so mucli plaintive 
aa euergetic and indignant at oppns* 



that ; yet romanticism has iHjiuitmtcd sion. While questioning if she were. 



into the air which wo breathe ; 
have preserved iia unjust and ano- 
gant side, and we despise the daasics, 
without rendning more jnsUce to 
tiiose which Imve superseded them. 

In proportion as I relished the 
profoinid and humorous work of 
the uld master, I was struck with Uie 
charm of the cruel AgtAs : I say cxwA, 
because Amolphe is certainly an un- 
happy chaitvcber, interesting in spite 



in llie right, it was impossible not lo 
be impressed aud swaycil by her face 
and atUtude. That niglit I draimed 
of her ; the next day, under pmlext 
of looking for old books, I walked 
along the gjdlories of the Odeon, al- 
ways rctuiuiiig to the little tixilliscd 
gate, where the employees of the 
tlieotre and the artiste attending re* 
lieanal go in and out: but. in vain 
I watched and waitod; th«>y were 



of his folly ; he loves and is nut loved rcbcai-sing a new play in which Im- 

ptiria had no [lart All that 1 could 
gather from the words of those who 
come and wrat was tiiat alie waa 
Humnumod to attend the reheonuil 
on the following day, the actress who 



in return ! lie is selfish in love; he 
is man. liis sudcring finds vent by 
snatebea in admirable vetaea, which 
havc^^ whatever they may eay, an 

echo in tlie heart of every lover. 



In nearly all tlie plays of Molieie ' played the part of Ingi^nne l>eiii<,' in- 
theiii is a depth of IiLart-rendiuggiiet, IdiaiJosjed uiui likely to be ill the (hiy 



which at a given moment effaces the 
absuidity of the jealous dupa The 
atuiad public does not susiMjct it. 

The actors who study their roles ai-e 

struck by it^ and this deep shadow 



of the tirst iterfomianoe. An urpliin 
made his appearance carrying a huU 

letin for her, and, as he held thta 

little pujter in tlie end* of lii.s finf^ers, 
with an absent air, I followed him 



Digiii^LO by ooogle 



^tU tnachenras intent; 

to be abalmctcJ aa he ; 
agninst him at tiie moment wlicn he 
slipped past the coaches stationed by 
tha tliMtfft. The paper fell, I picked 
il up and returned it to lam, alter 
having wijied it on my sleeve, al- 
thoiif^h it WHS not soiled T )md had 
time In read the address: "Mademoi- 
selle Imperia, Eue Camot^ No. 17." 

When tlie boy vna setting ofT 
■gun I hid a miiui to give him five 
fiancs, n i l do the enand in his 
etc:ul. 1 dared not. 

Iksides, I wna intoxicated with 
my discovery aa with a triumph. 
The first thing that a aimple lover 
dreams of, is to know the address of 
his ideal, as if that brought him one 
step nrnrcr to snccess ? 

However, I followed tlie litUe mes- 
senger at a distance. I saw him 
enter at Na 17, ene of the poorest 
housee of this poor street, which was 
neither pnvcd uor liglitcd with gas. 
I redoubled my steps, and met liim 
as he came out, calling to the porter 
to deliver the note as aomi as libd- 
emoieelle 'What*s^ier-ii(mie retimed. 

Mudumoiselle What^s-her-mune ! 

rrofiUKition ! I knew nnthinf,' of 
that frcednin which iiivariably char- 
acterizes the theatre, even serious 
tlieatxes^ 1 gtev holder; she vas 
not tliere. I eould kam 8om<f> 
thing of her from the concierge. I 
enferM- I'e.snlntely under a sonihn^ 
peristyle, and, in my turn, fiskinl for 
I^IailcmoiseUe Imperia through the 

"Ottt,** hcttskly replied « &t old 

Voman, 

" When will she xetom I 
" 1 dou't know." 
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I feignedl And sctinning me from head to 

I jostled foot with a half-contomptnoua, half- 
good-humored air, she added, — 

" Have you her permissioa to visit 
herl" • 

"OBrtainty,** I answered, meldh* 
odly disconcerted. 

"Let us see!" rejoined Uie old 
woman, ext<?nding her linnd. 

I was about to withdraw; she 



detained me, saying,— 

"Haxlc yott, my jwsg friend, jon 
are one of thoee pretty fellows who 

fancy they hdve only to sliow tliem« 
selves ; they come every day, and 
tliat annoys this young actress,.who 
is disoreet as an aogeL We are di- 
rected to tell these fine gentlemen 
that she receives no one. So don't 
take the trouble to come again ; good 
evening, and success to you." 

Laughing maliciously, she raised 
again with a load slam the blind 
tint she had let down to apeak to 
me. 

I retired, mortified and enchanted, 
Inijjeria was virtnons, iunoceut per- 
haps, as she appeared. I no, longer 
laughed at mysialf for my 4uQey } I 
clung to it OS to my life. 

I will not tell you all the schemes 
that I devised to gain admittance to 
the theatre Uie next day. I dared 
not ; but, the day after, seeing many 
people of evciy sort going in and out 
at this little entrance, which did not 
seem to be guartled, and which is 
never closetl, I pushe<l on boldly and 
passetl a tiuy porter's box, of wluch 
a child had chaige. I had seised 
the moment whm two workmen 
were entering. I followed close uiwn 
their heels ; the cliild, who was play- 
ing with a cat, hearing steps aud 
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voices that he knew, did not even 
xaiiiti his eyes in my direction. 

The workmen who preceded nie 
asc en ded l(ve or six etepB, made a 
half-turn to Ihe nght, went up two 
or three steps more, which ended the 
principal staircase, pushed open a 
heavy 8wiug-door, aud disappeared. 

I stopped a TOtmaait ineMAuta. The 
child perceived me tlieii« and cried 

out,— 

" Whom do ym want ? " 

"Monsieur Eugene!" rcp1ir(1 T, 
entirely at random, and not knowing 
vhy this name toae to my lips rather 
thui Bay other. 

"Don't know him," replied the 
little fellow. "It is perhaps M. 
Constant that you mean ?" 

" Yes, yes, pardon i That 's it i 

II Oonstanf 
''Gostiaightalieadr 

And he returned to his cat, whose 
face lie was carefully cleaning with a 
woman's cap, jjiolnilily lii.s mother's. 

Wimt should I say to M. Con- 
itant^andwhowaBlLOoiMtantt I 
propaied to follow tbe workmen 
ti»rou<^'li.the swing-door. 

" Nut tliat way ! " cried tlie child 
again; "that is tlie stage!" 

*' I know that well enough, ooii- 
fonnd it I* replied I in an angry 
voiocL " I h^ve husinen there first" 

Ho was nonplussed by my au- 
dacity. With two strides I gained 
the stage, attroctcd by the renssnring 
darkuettii which I had ptsi-cuived 
there, and In which it took me acme 
momenta to make aure of my where- 
abouts. 

I was at tlie kick of the stage, and 
my first movement was to slip lie- 
hind a cuztaiul^ whidM shall always 



remember it 1 — representor! n ■sti fpof 
garden with enormous) jiydraiigeas 
that J took at first for pumpkins. I 
Stood then, palpitating and unde- 
cided, until my two machinist^r 
passing close to me, and taking up 
two ropes with paUe/3« said to 
me, — 



If you please, monsieiuv atep 
I make 



way for the pianta- 



They took away my refuge aii*I my 
shelter. Two others, working in a 
contrary direction, uncoiled the roll 
whi<di was to lepbce the gnnlan Iiy 
the hack part of a room, and thase 
cried to me in their tuni, — 
" Room for iho, plmifaiion f" 
Tlie plantation! wiiat did that 
mean? A guilty mind believes 
vndily in diiect al^iaiona I. re- 
cell^ the aign over the paternal 
enclosure: Plantation of Thomas 
Lawrence f and T imagined they 
were laiigliing at me. It was not so, 
however. The plantation at tiie 
theatre connsts in placing cnrtaina 
and whatever pieces of scenery are 
used at the reliearsal to show the 
arrangeniciit of tlic scenery repre- 
si;iit<jd ill tiie play, and to regulate 
tlie entrances aud oxita uf the 
clufsetors. If tlie sceneiy in tlie 
play is to he clianged, Uie ma- 
chinists, after each act of the re- 
hearsal, alter or modify the plantO' 

tiun. 

I took refuge on a great wooden 
staircase which ascended to tbe hack 
of the stage behind the scenery, and 
I ventured to gain tim jilairorui 
above. I found tuy^' lf face to face 
with a hairdresser who was combing 
a. splendid peruke in the stylo of 
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Lout Xnr, and who ptid no alln^ 
tion to m. A Toioe isBiniig* I knew 
not whenpe, crifld,— 
"Constant I •* 

Tlte liairdresser did not stii; It 
was not faflk I bnathed agiun. 

* OdoilMit 1** cried anotlier vdce. 

And some one opened at my right 
the padded ?1onr of ft room furnishetl 
with red benches, which I judged to 
be the actors' green-room. The 
hMrdroflOflf movad thfln, for tho per* 
son who appeared, and whom I 
tlni-nd nnt look at, seemed iavaated 
witli (liP siqwme authority. 

"Monsieur Jourdaiii,'' said the 
artist in liair« "Gonstant is in tliat 
diiecUoa** * 

And tumuig to Uip hit, be'lwgaii 
calling ill his turn, — 

"Constant I Xlia manage wants 
you." 

I was cangbt between two fine, — 
the manager in person on one side, 

on the other this fantastic personage 
Conataiif, with wlioiu I liad pro- 
tciided I wished to speak, and witli 
whom I had not the least ao^uaint- 
anoe. I n^mated hj the way I had 
come, and keeping alwaya in llie 
shadow, I precipitated myself into 
the left side-scene, where I ttimblcd 
over a fireman in undress uniform, 
who said to me with au oath,— 

"Takeeara! Are you blind ? " 

As I veiy politely begged Ms pav- 
don* and as he won concerned only 
in (Tiiartling against the danger of 
fire, he had no hesiUitiou in telling 
mo where I could find a refuge with- 
oat troubling any one. Ha showed 
me a sort of flying, bridge which 
descended from the 8tai];e to the 
orchestra, and which I cleared with 



one leap» alflnwigh ft ms vBly io!- - 
secure. « 

The hall was as gloomy !he 
stage ; I tried to sit down, and tiiid- 
iug myself very uucomfortahle, I 
aaoertainad that the aeata in* fha 
stalls were tipped back, and diaft 
great bands of green cloth were 
stretched over the whole mnf^« of 
the orchestra. And then tljey il- 
luminated something on the stage; 
several peraona desoended tba Qying 
staircase* and came towaida me. I 
slippetl away again, I reached the 
lobbies on the ground-floor, and 
catching sight of an open box, I 
crouched down there and kept stilL 
There, nnleea by a fit of oonghing or 
an unwary sneeae^ I oould not be 
discovered. 

But how did that benefit me ? In 
the first place, Impdria was not at 
rehearsal ; her oomponion, the lead- 
ing one in that line of chamotar, waa 
recovered, and perfomed her paii 
without any prospect of bpinir Rnjter- 
Seded. Imp<^ria, her duties as sulv 
stitute over, must be in the ImU, 
studying the general elTeeW and 
Vatening to the aoggeitiono that the 
author and the mannj^er were mak- 
ing to the ingenue. But how dis- 
tinguish and rprofrnizfi any one in 
this immense liail, nearly empty and 
liglited only by three Aigand hmpa 
faatened to poala placed on the atage^ 
and casting a greenish light with 
great sliadowa over the surmiinding 
objects ? This dim and smoky light, 
which a sharp roy of sunshine, fall- 
ing ftora the friexe upon a projecting 
corner of the sconeiy, rendered still 
more deceptive, did not ponrtrate at 
all into the interior of the housa 
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The entire audience waa coinpoeed 
<tf • doceo persona seated in the 
ctrcheatm and uriUi thdr backs to 
ine. These were, perhaps, the man- 
ager, the costumer, the leader of the 
claque, one of the physiciiins; in 
short, jieople conuticled wiUi the es- 
tabliflhmenl^ artists or employees, 
besidBs three or fbv iromeii* one of 
whom must be tlie obj«:t of my 
aspirations ; but how approach her ? 
Certainly, strangers to the theatre 
were forbidden to intrude at the 
lebeaieals, and I eouH not^ irithoat 
ftladioad, claim acquaintance with 
any one ; besides, my falseliood 
easily detected, I should be shame- 
fully expelled, without having a 
right to demand any ceremony about 

From time to time a noise of 
•sweeping, shalcing of carpets, and 
slaininiii<i; of doors issued from the 
Upper part of the IialL One of 
the paraons seated in Hie orclieatm 
cried: "Hush I silenoe!* aAd tam- 
ing around seemed to examine every- 
thing with a ]iiercing and anf,n-y 
glance that I fnnricd I felt falling' 
on myself. I shrauic up together ; I 
held my Ineath. I dared not go oat 
far fear of hetraying my pveBsnos. 
At last this Cerberus, the manager, 
arose, intemi])t<j(l the rehearsal, and 
declnted that tlie clearing of the 
boxes and galleries must take place 
either before or aOiv the, rehearsals, 
since it .was imp0SMl>te to iierform in 
the midst of this uproar and disturb- 
ance. Thus my last hope was taken 
from me, for I hud conceived the 
idea of bribing one of these minor 
employees, and taking Us pbce my- 
self next day. 



AnoUier idea passed through my 
mind. Was it imposuVle to jweseat 
myself as an actor? Wlyit I liad 

witnessed of tlie rehearsal showed 
me bow little the artist takis the 
initiative, and how his work is rut 
out fur him. I had not the ItiUSt idea 
of what is oalled the nras e» teknt, 
and the generality of spectators are 
quite as ignorant. They foncy, sim- 
ply, that this admirable order, tliis 
dexterity of movement, this sureness 
of encounter, which are estublialied 
on the stage, and which permit the 
interchange of oueei, without appar* 
ent premeditation, are spontaneous 
effects, due to the intelligence of the 
actora or to the 8e(]uenco of the 
scenes.' That i/» not the case, how- 
ever. Either ordinaiy acton lack 
intelligence^ or they have too much, 
or they cannot bring out their ]Kiints, 
or they are much occuiiied with pro- 
ducing an effect, and to that end 
williiigly sacrifice prolnbiUiy of at- 
titude and sitoation on the paii of 
the other characters. Tliis viisc en 
schu is like military rule, which 
rtjgulatea the carriii^'e, guslure, and 
face of eacli, even the must iiisiguili- 
cant ' One'cottld cludk out upon tlie 
boaids the space where each may 
move at a given moment, the num- 
bor of steps which he must take, 
measure the extension of his arm iu 
uerluin gestures, determine the exact 
place where an object is to fall, out* 
line the posi of the body in the fic- 
tions of sleep, fainting, or falling in 
burlesque or dmnialic p^'rA/riniiitee. 
All tills is regulated iu tiiu classic 
repertory by absolute traditions. In 
new productions thsse thii^ demand 
long tiialBi ei^erinients tliat are re* 
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jeetcid or inriitod on; liaiiM cnme 
ooccuuonal stormy ditotusioDB, when 

ilie author, as a last resort, is chosen 
\iTiipiro,at the risk of committing an 
error, if he lacks judgment^ taste, 
and experienco. Ibeaeton*— at least 
such M derive » eertam Mtbority 
from talent — join in the aisoniont ; 
they rebol against juat or unjust 
exigencies. The inferinr nrti-^t? hnvp 
no voice ; they sufier and arc sUcut 
If ihqr an awkwavd waA HQgraoeful, 
effects which had been thought ad- 
visable liave to bo sacriltoed, and 
■what untural abilities they may pos- 
sess turned to account ; still, it is 
necessary to deteruiiue tlie use of 
these abilities, for they must change 
nothing during • handled repre- 
•entationa. The actor who impro- 
vises in performance nins a risk of 
killing tlio play : ho disconcert* all 
his fellow -actors. They are put out, 
not only by an additional word, but 
by an unexpected geatoie^ an un- 
lock for attitude. So the mise 
en S''hic is a collective oporalion ; 
the actor has uo more freedom hi it 
Uian the soldier in his drill. 

Perceiving this» I thought timt 
the ptofesaion oonld certainly be 
learned very quickly, without apeetal 
study or talent, sinrn throughout 
you tjui;;ht and prompt4»d ; ft^r 
I noticed also tliat they dictated 
and emphasized the intonations, syl- 
hihle by qrllable, to beginners, and 
even to tliose of move experience, 
when they mistook the meaning of a 
passage. 

* Why," said 1 to myself, " should 
I not submit to this apprentioeship, 
even should it lead me to nothing 
bcyonil the happiness of approaching 
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her whom I lovaf I will make the 
attempf* 
^Vhen ny tesoluttoa ^ras taken, 

I felt more rntTifortablo in my con- 
cealment. Illusiou gains ground 
readily in a mind of twenty. It 
already seemed to me as if I were a 
member of the company, belonged 
to the iionse, and had a right to bo 
Nv?i"ro I was. 

When a project has entered my 
head, I hare no rest until I have set 
about its execution. The reheaisal 
of the second act was finished ; they 
left o(T there. A loud ailment went 
on between tlio Hia^o. and the or- 
chestra stalls upm the necessity of 
repeating these two acta next day, 
or beginning on the .third. Tlie 
manager rose, and turned toward the 
flying bridge to rciiscend the stage. 

I scizwl this rnorncnt U) quit my 
box, and spring coolly toward the 
entrance of tlw oraheatra. I readied 
it at the same time with three wo- 
men : one was tall and thin ; another 
olt! and stnut ; tlie tliirtl was yoimg, 
lint it was not Ini)><^riiv So 1 liad 
ito other emotion to I'ear than that of 
contending with anthority. I went 
back to the stsge, and miuf^ed bohfly 
in a group aoirounding the author 
and the manager. The latter insisted 
upon the necessity of cutting out a 
|K)rtion^ of the play. Tlic author, 
crestfidlen, consented nnwUlingly. 

"Gome into my study,* said the 
manager, " we will arrange it at our a." 

In my qrrat riMiftifiio!! I haii not 
thought of n'Co<4ni;^in^' this manngpr; 
everybody knew him, however ; it 
waa Bocage, tiie great actor Bocngo 
himself. Since' I was new to Paris, 
1 had never seen him play, bat hia 
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noble flgnre ms UIm ooo of the 
monttiueiito of tbo plooa, ud it 

needed but to be a student to love 
Bocajj;e. He allowed us to sing tlio 
Manseillaiae biilvv&eu the acta; and 
when we called for it, the orchestra 
gave il to us unbesitaljiigly. This 
omtmued till the day wlien the 
Marseillaise was decreed rebellious. 
Bocage resisted, and was removed. 

Ibeveight of him inspired me with 
aa heroio couniga , Thoro waa aol a 
arainent to kae. I appnadied him 
neolutely. 

"What do you wish with me, sir?" 
asked lie, with pdlite bluntttess. 

" I would like lo ay^ak to you five 
nnnutoa.** 

Five murates I that 'a along time, 
I oan't apare it" 

" Three minutes t two ! " 

" And one has passed already. 
Wait fur me a i|uarLtir of an hour, in 
tiie green-room.** 

He went out and I lieaid hini 
aaying, " Constant^ wlio is that tall 
fellow that yon have admitted to the 
ata^re ? " 

. "A Udi fellow?" repeated Cou- 
ttbuA, who waa in ftct the eomierge 
fuMim of the Od&asL 

"Yes, a very handsome fellow." 

" Upon my word, I know notlUDg 
about it Who let him in ? " 

<*Say*it waa I" called out the 
leading young comedian, the Fkontin 
of the troux>e, aa he passed hy me 
with a careless air. 

He came into the green-room. 
Botage had only crossed it Con- 
atanti ainnmoiied and beaet hj five 
w aix other peiaonai and leplying 
to their demands and questions witli 
the ooolneaa of a man aoenatomed to 



live in a tomnlt, went ont by another 
door. For one noiaenl I found my- 
self alone with the eanedian adorad 

by the publia 

" May I really," said I to him, 
"make uae of your name?* 

''The deuael" eried he^ without 
notnnng me. And he vanished, call* 
ing to the luiir-dresser : "My wig, 
Thomas, my wig for this evenin*/ ' " 

I was left alone ia a low, ubloug 
apai-troent, adorned with portmtts of 
authom and odefaiaked acton, but 
talcing heed of nothing and counting 
the beiitings of -my agitated heart 
Wlien tiie clock struck live, I liad 
waited three quarters of an hour. 
The movements and noises in the 
tbeatie died gtadeally away ; eviay 
one had gone to dinner. I dar^ not 
move a step ; the managar iiad aiuely 
forgotten me. 

At lust Coostaut reappeared, nap- 
kin in hand. He bad xememfaeied 
me in the midat of hia mesl, the 
excellent man I 

" M. Bocage is still there," be said i 
" will you siieak to hiiii ?* 

" Certainly," replied L 

And he oonduekod me into one of 
the directot^s stadie^ where I found 
myself in Uie presence of Bocage. 
Tlio f/rent artist looked at me with 
a ku)(ily glance which did nut lack 
penetration, showed me a scut, bugged 
me to watt a moment^ gave five or 
six orders to Constant in less than 
II minute, wrote a few lines on half a 
dozen sheets of jiajier, and, when wo 
were alono» asked me wliat 1 wished, 
in a tone whidi, although very pleas- 
ant, indiffl^ " Ifaka haste." 

* I would like to Alter the theatre." 
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Yoii certaiiily would not nmke a 
Ind figuro time. A fine young pre- 
mwrt Fwm whom do ym oonie f " 

" I have no neommendation." 

" Tlioi) you an not ftom the Con- 
tervntory ? " 

" No, monsieur, I am a law atu- 

* And jon vwh to forsake a earner 

where yonr relatives doubtless — ** 

" I do not mnnn to l«\ve it, ^^on- 
sieur Bocage; I am ou industrious 
iladent, although I love pleasinei I 
eooni on pimiuiig my studiea and 
icing received as an adyocataj after 
that I si 1 all see." 

"You think, then, that one needs 
no special stud/ to prepare for the 
■b|{o?'* 

.** I have tried nonat I<»ii,knr- 
arer, attempt ii* 

"Then do so, and como see me 
again. I ran judge at preienfc onlj^ 
of your exterior." 

"laiteulBeientt" 

" Mora than eafficieni Thovoioe 
is fine, the pronunciation excellent 
You appear easy in your moveinenta." 

" Is lliut all that is necessary ? " 

" 0 no, certainly not I You must 
ifodj. I engage you to b^in." 

"Since yon aia eo good, eo patient, 
iB to grant me a innment's attention, 
tdl me what I must do ? " 

IIo considered a nioinpnt, and re- 
plied, " Vuu must see a great deal of 
aetii^. Do yoa attend the theaHee?" 

"About like the other etudente." 

" That is not enough. Rtny, yout 
face pleases mo, but I don't know yon. 
Bring me proof to-morrow that you 
eie a very well-behaved lad, and you 
ahaU have your entmncea, not only 
into the houae^ but aleo to the stage, 



tliat yon may follow the performance 
of .the rc^jcrtory ; thai k alll flail do 
for yon at preaeni I need not ieU 

you tliat if you lack discretion and 
propriety iii the relations which may 
be establislic^l between yourself, the 
artists, and the employees, I eaanot 
pievent your being immediately pat 
out" 

" I will bring you proof to-morroW 
that you have notliing to fear. I ' 
should be a wretch, if I made you 
repent of yoof bindnet to mef 

He felt the einoarity <rf my emo^ 
tion ; team i^ joy and gmtitude trem-« 
bled on my eyelashra. He extended 
his hand to me, and took hioi hat, 
saying, " lo-morrow, ab tlua same 
hour* * 

I haatened at onoa in aaaieh of 
everybody with whom I was ao^ ^ 

qnninted. AYithout revealing to 
them my lovo for an actress, I told 
litem Uiai I cuuld obtain admission 
to the theatre^ if they would give 4 
good account of me. Itttwolnaml 
had a list of more than twenty sig- 
natiu^. My landlord, my tailor, my 
shoemaker, and my hatter attested 
with ec^ual enthuaienn that I was a 
AeamUng yotinff man, 4mprw»dmbU 
in evay retpeet, Hy oomiades did 
still better. They insisted on accom- 
panying me, the Rtudent-card in their 
liQts, to the manager's. They were 
not admitted ; Constant was on 
gnard ; bat Boea^ aaw thmn ftom 
the window, amiled at tham in reply 
to their salutations, and signed my 
complete admission inlo the estab- 
lishment It was a great favor, 
granted to a few young actors only, 
and aa yet I waa nothin(^ 
That eama evening I attended tha 
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perfonnance. Aha I Impdria did not 
play till Friday; but I resolved^ to 
strike up a friendabijj witli (lie actore 
of my age, and gaiu a luutiug iu the 
greeu-room, to be sure of meeting lier 
there, 

. NatiinJl^fliunigh, I went to tl^k 

the young comedian for tlie protec- 
tion he Itad oHeroel me. He ktifw 
my adventure already. He had iieeu 
tbe aofft of ovation that had* teoom- 
nandod ino to the oonfldenoa of 
Bocago. He pnaontBd me to his 
comra<les 03 a warranted candidate, 
£re(i uf)' a thousand dazzling witti- 
cisms, and left me nonplussed at Uiis 
tiieatrical htiUiancy. beaide whioh' the 
vitr of etndento in their aecond year 
ia still very dull, tame, and provincial. 

By the end of tliree days I was 
quite at home tliere, save thnt I per- 
ceived all I lacked lo ha in tune with 
the qpirii of the house. I realized 
thai thia poeition of aupeniuineniiy 
on tolerance gave me no rij^'lit lo 
take liberties. I shrank from de- 
serving the Imsl reproach ou Uie 
part of a manager wlio had so gener- 
cnAj opened the door to m& So I 
imposed upon myself a politeness 
and reserve so much the easier tliat, 
feeling my inferiority, I could not 
have shone in pleasantry. I must 
say, also, tliat generally the aotots 
vera people of good-hieeding and 
poliahed manners ; without stiflhess 
or affectation, tliey had the air of the 
best society, and it is certain that I 
learned still more from hearing them 
convene between the acts than from 
seeing them perform. Two or three 
had, however, a way of talking rather 
freely, hiit thev nifrained from it 
before the women : all knew how to 



respect the itRge^ ▼hatever might be 

their private manners elsewhere. 

So I received there lesstiiia in de- 
portment, and that simidicity of 
manner wliieh is the stamp ol guod- 
bkeeding. All these persons had 
learned by precept the customs of 
good society, and tliey would have 
j\p]Hiared, in the highest circles, quite 
,iH inie gentlemen as on the stage. 
They had taUen into the habit of 
being BO. There was no dUTcience 
now, even in their moments of care- 
less merriment^ between (he cliarac- 
ters that they had just been ri'|ire- 
seutmg aud tiiu^e they really wera 
I oomprehended all I lacked to be 
a wall-brsd man} hive snggested to 
me the desire to please. I was 
almost glad not to have to meet the 
gaze of Iai|(cria yet; and, not to 
delay the metamorphosis which I 
had detmnined on, I left the amok- 
ing-room, I gave up InUiorde, I disap> 
jieared from the Closrric, and devoted 
all the tiiho I did not spend at the 
theatre to my legal aiid literary 
studies. My friends complained of 
me; they had never seen me so se- 
rious and orderly. 

Friday came at last During five 
days that I had been sure of nun ting 
her, of speaking ^ her, perhaps, I 
had not mice dared to utter Impuria*a 
nam^ and, whether through dianoe 
or indifference, no one antuud me 
had lliado the knist nu.ntioii of her. 
PhMro was on the progmuuiie ; Iin- 
|)eriiv's name was there also. Slie 
played Aricie. I had already learned 
to drese properly with my modest 
wardrobe. I passed an hour at my 
toih't T hiokwl at my.*''lf in the 
ghuis, like a woman. 1 asked myself 
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. hundred times if mj face, which 
bsd pleased Bocage toad Conatant, 
BUgbt nofe displeaM her. I foigot 

my dinner. I passed under tlie gal- 
leries of the Otluoii before the gas 
was Itgliled. I was iu mortal fear, 
even wiiile a delirious jojr made me 
disijr. 

AthafcthehoiiraRiTad. I«ntered 

^16 green-room. No one there yet, 
it an old woman ncconipanying a 
M slender girl clad ia Qreek oca- 
tome, who looked at hefielf in tiie 
glass wiUi a frightmed air, and de> 
dared that she waa going to faint. 
I liowed, and stuttcd myself on a 
bench. I wondered if thia dr^s and 
these white ftUcta were not the 
■omiiHint caiefUl toilet of ft laper- 
numerary. (Enone arrived in her 
soailet tunic, covered with a large 
fnwn-rf>1nrrfl ]ir)i!uuL She Rat down 
ia an ana-chair, her feet upon the 
fender, and exclaimed, — 
"yfiM inlbiial weafher I" 
The elder trageHeimu fieqneaCly 
copy the dtohing and military style 
of the Empire, wln'rh ^Tnflpinnigelle 
Georgea afft'ctcd. (^oniofly im^iarts 
dignity to the deportment ; tragedy, 
vhich deab witii the snpeiliumBn, 
producea hj leactioii a derive to ve- 
tum as far as possible to reality. 

The old woman in tarta^r, who 
accompanied the young Greek, made 
a deep narereDoe to GBnone, begging 
her to give a glance to her daqghtei'a 
toilet 

" What ! cried the nurse of PhMie. 
" does she act Aricie to-niglit? " 

"For the first time, Madame R6- 
gimi. Slie is very much afraid, my 
poor child ( As fOr nie^ t tril her it 
ia a Ittd^ chance that Mad o moisdle 
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it not for 



Imp^ria is ill ; were 

that " 

"ImpMa Hit** cries Theeeui^ en- 
tering; "so mneh the wonwl Is it 

.serious ? " 

"it would seem sol" replies the 
mother ; " for Mademoiselle Imp^ria 
would not le^^ her part for * 

trifle." 

Hypolite ent<?rs in his turn. 

" Did you know that little Imp^na 
was ill?" 

"I have ju8t been told to. It 
woiild ema ftppear that' it is w> 
rious." • * 

" Wh?>i then '* '(ays CEnone ; "vjat 
.is the matter wiih the child ?" 

" There is the doctor," says Tluia- 
mene ; " ^rftat is the nutter with «Br 
Ixleier 

" I fearalyphoid fm" lepUesHie 
doctor. 

"Tlie dcusel Vnov little thing f 
It is too badi Have you seen iier 
to-day t" 

* Two hoQMi ago.** 
■ " It must have oome on suddenly, 
sinee we knew nothing o£ it^" odn- 
tinues fEnona 

" So suddenly," says the mother 
<]m new Aride^ 'tiiat wj giil 
ooidd not even have a nheanaL** 

" She thinks only of her daughter, 
that woman ! " my9 (Enone, rising. 
" As for me, I am gi^tly distressed. 
Impdria is poor, without family, 
without support of any Idnd, yon 
know. I wager that there in nut so 
much ns n eat uilh lirr, and not 
twenty franca in her little parse I 
Gentlemen, ladies, wo will club to- 
gether hetvetm the acta, and as soon 
as I am dead I shall hasten to the 
invalid's. Who wiU ooine with ae 
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to aMili me in mftdhf ng irifh bar* if 

she is delirious 7 " 

" I ! " cried T, pole, and uoaUd to 
contain myself lon^'cr. 

"Who! you?" wiid Gilnone, re- 
garding me idth wn air of astoniflib- 
meot 

"Ladies and 'gentlemen, tbej are 
bediming ! " cried Uie call-boy, ting- 
ing his bell. 

This sudden interruption warded 
oflT the attentaon that would 'other- 
wise have been attracted by my con* 
fusion and my despair. I mn to 
the liousr' of Tmpc'riiL In the door- 
keepei's box there was only a deaf 
old mai^ who mdentood atkat that 
I was inquiii^g for the yonng ac- 
tress, ai^ nbo replied to nU|,— 

"It seems she ii not ?eiy well: 
my wife is witli her." 

I sprang toward the staircase, 
calling out to bim that I came from 
the pbyaioiati at the thaatie. He 
pnnted to the back of the paasage, 
and a half-opened door on the 
pTourid-floor. . I passed thmnt^h twri 
smali rgoma, very poorly lurnished, 
but exqviaitdy neat^ whieb over- 
looked a bit of gaideii, and foond 
myself face to face with the por- 
tress, to whom T repeated the lie I 
Imd just been tellinrr her husband. 

She recognized roe directly, and said 
to no with a ahalce of hst head, — 

"An yon teUingineMiotherl^t'* 

"How should I know that Made- 
moiselle Imp^ria is ill, if I did not 
oome from the theatre ? " 

*'WI)at is the pltysician's name ?" 

I gave it 

"I begin to believe yon. After 
all, in her preNot atata — Gome in 
with ma" . ■ • 



flha opened the door which ah 

had held half shut behind her, and 
I followed her; but when I stood 
within that chamber, where, op- 
press Willi fcvur, the poor young 
aotreea laj deeping on a ohild'a bed, 
I waa aeiaed with fear and penitence. 
Tt seemed to me aa if I were out- 
raging a death-R?ony, and I dared 
neither to approach nor look at her, 
"Ah well! feel her pukel" sa 
the good woman. "Sao if the fev« 
tnaeaaea. She w not eonacioiia 
Cornel" 

I must either feel her pulse, or 
renounce my physician's rdle. I 
must lift up this poor, helpless arm, 
and take in my own (hia littk hand, 
burning with fever. Kothing more 
harmless than tliis examination, 
surely, but I waa not a medical 
student ; I could do nothing for her. 
I had no ti^t to impoaa my devo- 
tion on her. If aha ahould open lier 
eyea and aeo her hand in that of a 
stranger, she so cold and shy, her 
illness would }>f augmented lhroi!'„^h 
my tauit. Wiuie makiug Uiese &ixd 
leAectiona, I looked mechanically at 
a photognph placed on the littb 
table : it waa flie picture of a man 
neither young nor ban Isoine, a rela- 
tive, douhtiess, ])erhap3 her lather. 
ii aeemed to uie ua if Uie refined and 
gentle fine reproadied me. I n- 
tveated ftom the bed, and dedded to 
tell the truth to the yonng girfa 
humble guardian. 
" I am not a physician !** 
" Ah, you see I I suspected it \ " 
"But I am connected with the 
theatre, and I know that the artists 
are anxious about the loneliness of 
their young comrade^ about her 
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poverty also. They are going to get 
up a collectioQ, and one of the ladies 
propoees to waldi with her. Having 
Botliing to do this evening, and fear- 
ing lest you migbt bo embarms8o<1, 
I bring you niy sliaro. T see that 
you are devoted to her, and your face 
teUs me that you are good and hon- 
eiL 141 her want for nothing. Cm 
for her as if she were your daughter ; 
they will assist you. As for thp, T 
will come again only when I am 
summoned ; I have no right to offer 
my servioee. 

Bat yon eve in kive wilih her, like 
BO many others, are you not ? It is 
not a crima You, too, look good and 
honest. I will permit yon to inquire 
for licr at the lodge. That is alL 
Yon are too young for a hushend: 
she will not have a lover; and it if 
not T who wOl counsel ber to com- 
mit a folly. Come, retire and be 
tranquil Whether they bring me 
monej or nol^ whether ihsy aid me 
or nofe^ ahe ahall be eared for like my 
^ughter. as yon my; it was very 
pretty, but it wn't tin necessary. Good 
by ! Take bock your money. I have 
some myself, if the little one needs it." 

I dand not return to the theatre : 
I felt that I ehould be questioned 
and betray mysolf "^n the state in 
wbi' b I bad left poor Impdria, I 
coul4 not a.s.sume a carelesa air, nor 
invent a fresh falsehood. 

Beeidee, I was tired of lying, and I 
Uuahed at my txtifioea. Sincerity ie 
the foundation of mj eharacter. 

To reconcile my conscience and 
my love, I resolved in renlity (o do- 
vote myself to the sliige. Hitherto 
I had not eerioiislj weighed the ques- 
tion; now I no longer aaked myeelf 



if my love would be sufficiently last- 
ing to lead me to maniage. This 
honeel <dd woman, who hid jost put 
theoaee BO aimply to meshed touched 

the root of the matter. I wna not, 
jwrbans, too poor to marry a girl who 
had nothing, but I was too young to 
give her confidence in ma I had no 
profenion; the theatre alone ooidd 
furnish mc with one offhand, if I 
knew how to tuni to Recount my 
natural giils. Ouly a few months 
might have to pass before I sltould 
be tttitahly remunerated ; and even if 
I had to wait several years, what dif- 
ference did it make, if Impdria loved 
mo, and deigned to betroth heraelf to 
me? 

I did not foiget my Ihther in the 
midetofmydieem. IliedariingwiBh 
of tide dear good man was to see me 

become a Jine sjTfakcr. He meant by 
that, an advocate or deptity ; the 
thing was not veiy clear in hi3 niiud : . 
but he eonld have no pr^udioe 
agunat the theatre ; he did not know 
whati it was. I do not believe that 
be ever ent<?red a playhouse in bis 
life. I poesassed an inlluence over 
him that grew stronger every year. 
I did not despair of uaUog him 
nnderstaad that, when one is a fine 
speaker, it is sometimes better to 
recite the fivo thinf^s thnt otbers 
have written, than to utter one's own 
folly. 

Thua reflecting; I burned timmi^ 
the nei^boring quarter. I ran along- 
the Hue Notre Damo dcs Champsb I - 

tmversed the <„'nnb>n df the Luxom- 
U^un,', the IJue <le l Uuest, the Rue 
Vavin, and returned to the poor Hue 
Oamot, awaiting; in the shaidow, the 
arrival of <£none» and at ten o'doc^ 
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I MW tier entw in eompany witii 
another wouuul These Udios, as 

later T became aware, knew Tmpdria 
very slightly ; but they were kiiul- 
heaii^ With very lew exceptions, 
all acioiB u« m. 'Whatever may 
be their ftnUtat their pflMtons, tiidr 
vices even, they have a mutual 
charity and devotion that are admi- 
rable. I have reason to know that 
no other profession admits of such 
oompaMionale and brotheilj love. 

I paaaed the night in ^vandering 
about like a restless shade, through 
the winii and rain. Tiny had banlly 
dawucd when I knocked timidly at 
No. 17. The door was opened to me 
at onoe« and I saw the good portreaB^ 
who addressed nie with a smile: 
" Already up ? Cumc, you care n 
great deal for her, it would seem. 
Comfort yourself, for siie is much 
better She haa recognized her oom- 
panion*, and the fever haa left her. 
I have just been taking a nup, and 
am going back to her. Those Luliea 
vrill come back again nt noon." 

" May I come and . inquire at 
eleven ?"» 

"Yea, but if she is out of dangar» 
you' will leave ns in peaeei, won't 
you ? " 

' I went away, and tlirew myself on 
my bed. 

At eleven Madame Itoinajouz — 
that was the name of the portieea — 
told me tliat the physician had been 
there. He had said, "It will bo 
nothing serious ; wci need liavo ik» 
fear for her. , Let her attiy iu for live 
or six days ; that is alL* 

"When I heard Ifadame lioma- 
joux's name, I said to 1ier, seizing a 
pietext to prolong the oonveieation. 



that either ehe or her hnebend mnal 
be fkom Auveigne. 
"So we an^ both," relied aha; 

"and you ?" 

*' I am fit>m Arvera." 

"And we fitom Volvio ; thatiafiur 
enoQgh. What iayoar name?" 

I told her at xandomaname that 
was not mine. 

" What are your parents ?"* 

" They are |>easautd." 

"like na. But say, then, my 
countryman, yon are of the aame 
rank as we, and you eqiiie to this 
young lady ? " 

" She is an actress ; I am studying 
for an actor; and 1 suppose she ia 
not a prince's daughter." 

" Tiiere 'a where you mistake. 1 'er> 
Iiaps tliere are princes in her family. 
Slie is a noble young lady." . 

" Wlioae name is ? " 

"I aball not tell yon. She cou- 
oesla her name. She works at tlie 
theatre and at homo, to pay her fa- 
ther's LuarJ, wlio is — wlio is iucum- 
ble and in (ll•^{i(ut!on ; but enough of 
tliis. Vuu are di-uwiug uie out, and I 
ought not to teU yon what she haa 
oonfided to ma Gome« foi^et thia 
pretty girl. She is not for your 
liandsome eyes, and T su]»]io:^c tbut 
you might turn lier ln»m lu r duty. 
Would you be veiy proud ol having 
made a preeious little peod fall iuto 
tlie gutter! If you have a hearty 
leave her in peace.** 

" I reajiect her so niucli tliat 1 beg 
yon will not nientiun me to her." 

" lluve no I'eiir i I do not wish to 
have her ruined, and J say nothing 
to her of all tlie money I leftise, and 
all the gallants I send away." 

"Ck»utinue, my dear oouutiywo- 
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man, continue i you aro on adomble 

, HOtlUUL* 

She hegUL to bngh ; but fbe lumr 

was appnaehing when the physician 
rM"lit ■surprise me there; so I with- 
drew, fuxl wont to tiio rehearsal. 
Tlicy had begun on the third act, 
mA weiB ohaugiug tlio omnge- 
msnt of tin aoaiiny. Theie was a 
nspite of quuter of an hour for the 
aotom 

" Ah ! there he is ! " cried Ma- 
dame iiegine, when she saw me en- 
ter the 

young fri9iid,fa0W yon came to kmw 

cm lmp<?ria." 

"I ! I do not know her," nn«wered 
I. " I haye never spoken a word to 
her." 

"On your honor t** 
"On my hoaor.** 

"But you are in lore with her t " 

"You offered to watch with her, 
as if you were her brother or — 
lie blushes, goutiemeikt See how 
he blushes l** 

*'One blushes euily, and for no 
8pf»cial reason, at my age; pnrtiVii- 
• larly wlicn questioned by a pereon 
of talent like yourself." 

*'Than1a, you aie ynj poHte: 
' what next?" 

" Noxf, next 1 You said before me 
Hint (liis young Indy "wng poor, re- 
spectable, witliout family ; you spoke 
of fover, of dclirinro. Her misfor* 
tune, and, more perticnhnfy, your 
devotion, touched, affect c ! mo. I 
volnnloorcd, ^vi^^lont lliiiikiiij^' of the 
ini])ropriety of my first imjpuko; and 
that is all** 

' She looked me in the &oe mis- 
ehievoitBly, and added : " Is it true 



tiiat you obtained admittance here 
to fit for the stage, oQherfeooonntt'* 
I was sum of myself thia timsb 
and I replied in e mannet to ooft- 

vince her. 

The subject was dropped. They 
talked of Impdria; they esteemed 
her greatly, altbou^^ outside the 
theatm» they did not know her ; but 
they appreciated her good-bre«iing, 
her deference to advice^ her modesty 
and prida ' ' 

"Is it tin^ really true,'* asked 
some one^ "timl she is the star of 
purity that she seems 7 " 

"I am certain of it," responded 
Mndame IWgine. " If you had seen 
that poor little house, so neat, so 
modest and retired I' Besides, you 
know what Bellamaie tdd us of his 
pupil!" 

• ; she was seventeen when he 
bmnght her here, but she is eighteen 

now." 

"Ah well, it's all the same," 
replied B^gjna "Tnlj, I will not 
answer for it that whan the is tw«n- 

ty — " 

Tliey were interrupted by the re- 
couimcnccment of the play, and they 
desceuded to the stage. I remained 
alone in the gveettroott with the 
leader of the orche8tia» an enoailent 
and veiy inteDigpnt man, who was 
reading over the mannftcript of the 
first acts, to where he should 
have to, put some music^ phrases. 
He Tory kind and fatherly with 
nie ; T ventured to ask him who was 
this Ilollamare, and, as this personage 
will play an important part in my 
narrative, I invite your attention to 
the details which were given me. 

-BeUamaiet" said the leader of 
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ilw oicliflatm; *7on have iitver hMid 
cfBdlamuttt Be is • ftimd of the 

eetablisUment, a former actor of ours. 
He played the ooioio roles, oiid hod 
a good deal of taleut, but he spoke 
through his' nose, and his voice was 
not equal to so laige e etagei He 
vet with great success in the prov« 
inoes- Here tlio |)ublic tolerated 
him, but would not adopt him, so 
that after a few years he returued to 
the pM^rince vilh a tnNqie whieb he 
had recruited and trained according 
to hie fiuioy. He 'liae conducted his 
affaii'8, sometimes successfully, Bome- 
times tlia reviirse, but always with so 
much dolit^y and generosity that he 
has aoqulied ta himself a tbotough 
napecfc; and iriieii he ia sblditg lie 
invariably finds friendly and trusting 
hands to set him afloat again. He 
has continued on U^rma of friendship, 
with us all ; and evuy year, when we 
ara deeiiig^ he coiiiee to tee us, in 
«der to engega iboaa aitiali who| 
are out of employment, to go about 
the province with him. Those whoni 
he cannot himself employ he advises, 
reoommenda, aud Huda occupation for 
them. Whoever comes from 
naitt is well received evaywheia 
In short, he is an authority aud a ce- 
lebrity in the prrjfes^ion. And now 
I think of it, what you had better do, 
when you have profited a little by 
what yoa see here, is to ask Bella- 
aism to hting joo oat ecanewhen. 
If you can prevail on him to attach 
you to his company, you will find 
him a valuable adviser, a professor 
of the first order, in serious even 
nore than ia oomie diana; teat if 
Nature haa denied him in acme re> 
fljpeeC^ intsUect has msde np for it^ 



and bs is peihajis tiio aUest msater 
who exists. He aees at a glance aU , 

that can be done witli a sobject ; and 
wlien ho procured uu engnyeimnit for 
little liupem her« hist year, he t<»ld 
the manager: 'She will be curi-ect, 
but eold. this ibst year. I will take 
her again next vacation, and will ra- 
tum her better. The third year you 
would not let her go, and you will 
give her a salary of ten thousand 
francs.* • 
« And meanwhile r said L* 
"She eama eighteen hundred, 
which is very insuflicieut for a vir« 
tuous girl who has relatives to sup- 
port; hut it is all a debutanU can 
expeotb Fortunately she. is veiy 
ooursgeous and veiy ddlTiiL Wliile 
learning her rdles, she makes btjuuti* 
ful thread-lace that the ladies buy 
very willingly. They know that glie 
is poor; and truly, althoi^;h they 
may not be very stra^iaeed kera, («o 
cannot bdp admuing tbem. Of ' 
course tliey know this probably will 
not last, since poverty ftlinost iilwnj'S 
ends by overcoming principle, tlmL a 
day will come when the desire tor 
rest and anuiSMnent vDl gain the . 
VBototy.*' 

"Unless some honorable artiat 
comes forward to marry her" 

"That is a jiOiisibility like any 
other. I wager now, that yuu wuuld 
think of it, if you had a profession 
and wire ten yearn oldiv." 

" Maestro," 1 said to him, « (hey 
pretend tliot youth is the hneat pe- 
riod of life." 

" It is a geueruUy received opin- 
ion.* 

" For my pert I tbink that opin- 
ion lacks oommon sensa At my 
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age, whenever one is supposed to 
fiKm any plan whatever, everybody 
ttastens to exy out^ 'You an too 

jwing!" 

And I left him, rnr^mfr my beau- 
tiful youth, sweariiig at the same 
time Uiat I would attach myself to 
Bellamara as to an anchor. 

Tliree daja later, as I wu entering 
tliis same greenn^om, I trembled to 
sec Tiniu'ria spatod iieiir the fire, 
awaiting' the end of the Beooiid .a':t 
of reiicnrsnl, in order to take part in 
the third, the poor diildatillk)oked 
pale and worn. Her litfle doak was 
very thill, and her shoes very wet 
Site dried them with a calm and in- 
diHerciit air, her eye^t fixed upon the 
cuala, wliich were nut burning very 
bri<,;htly. I sommoned Constant to 
lokindle tho lira. £^ thanlrad him, 
without perceiving that the motion 
had originated with me. 

" All well," said Constant to her, 
* so you are better ? Do you know 
that yon are elianged f Are n't you 
goiitg out too amm f " ' 

" I must do my duty. Monsieur 
ConstAiit," she answered, in that pnre 
and vibrant voice which thrilled me 
to the heart 

She took np her enibioidei7,.and 
hegan to work at that marvellous 
lace that she made so quickly and so 
well. T wntched her in profile, for I 
dantl not move a step to look at her 
ftoni face. %e waa ten times pret- 
tier by daylight fhan hy ges-light 
llrr skin was of a lustroitB defioacy ; 
h(«r long hrown eyelashes caressed her 
cheeks? ; lier beautifiil hri'^ht chest- 
nut hair waa knotted upon her white, 
fam neck, where, waved a cloud of 
tiny omla, eaeaped from tiioii eon-, 



n 

fiuement She WM emaller than I 
had supposed, deoidedly pdUe, bmb 
80 well pcqKntuned and ao eleguife 

in outline, that she had aeemed much 

tjillcr on the stage ; her feet and 
liands, her pretty litUo mouth, weiie 
masterpieces. 

I hapi)ened to coiigh, for I had 
almost caught a pleuiiflj from paaa* 
ing the n%ht out of doors, during . 
lior fever. Slie turned around nn if 
surprised, and as she retunied my 
bow her eyes had a cold or distrust^ 
M e a ^ H wa ion th«b aeemed to mj, 
" What is fhia gentlemanf " Bnt har 
attenthm waa not eapecially attracted 
by n new face more or less ; she bent 
lier eyca again upon her work, and I 
hod no cause to ho^je that my coa- 
foonded ilaiuboiM/u» had atrudc hei: 

I took my eonnge in both handai 
as Uie saying goes. I pretended to 
look at the portrait of Tt>lma, liung 
on one side of the mantel-pitcc. I 
approached it, but I almost turned ' 
my back to it ; and then I foneied she 
was about to leave her eea^ in order 
to withdmw from my piwdmity. I 
did not wish to see her movement of 
retreat neromplished, and cougliing 
again, this time to keep myself in 
eomitettanceb I went out by the door 
which led to the atage. I was about 
to take a seat in the orchestra, when 
T hmn] M. Bocage say to the director, 
pointing to the ing^ue who was 
rehearsing: "L^on, that little thing 
won't do at all ; shA is impoaribla 1 
At the end of this act wo must re- 
move her. IiniM^ria might not be 
more spiritetl, but slio wouM not lie , 
awkward and vulgar. Is she uo& 
well yet t " 

"Ibdiefeoot^ 
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"llalninqniriea'* . 

I ventured to aaj tbaft Ifinidaiioi- 
sclle Imjtdria was in the greenitwrn. 

" And why the devil 6oes she stay 
there ? — My dear boy, " added lie, 
himself to ma^ * have the 
to tell her that we d^ire 
her presence in her own interest." 

I went with one bound from the 
stage to the greenroom. I j)erl(jrmed 
my errand in so hunilde a manner, 
that she was astonished, and oould 
not restraut a slight aniil& 

" Yes, monsieur," she replied, " I 
will have the ffoodne.^ to oliey." 

She put her work into her pocket, 
and took e saat at the entnnoe 
the oichestnL Bocage -bowed U^er, 
and she responded by a sslutauon at 
onai dignified and respectful. Sum- 
inoning me with another nod, he 
passed me his fur foot-warmer. 

"That duld is atiU unwell," he 
aaid to me; "give her that* 

I almost knelt to place the fur 
beneath Tm'pcTia's feet. She thanked 
ine with the ease of a woman acciis- 
tunieci to attention, and tiiaukud tiie 
manager with another bow. She 
leoeived this ohsrity as^a pacious 
princess receives the homage which 
is hers of riglit. T wjia stniok by the 
calm and tiiin expte.ssion of her face; 
I was even awed by it. She had no 
need to study the other acton, to 
acquire noble and simple manness ; 
she might have taught them all the 
lesson. Hnw awkward and insigmfi- 
cant I felt befure her! 
, While the inghiue was . wading 
ftm^ the last scene in the act, the 
impatient manager, after exchanging 
a few words with the author, drew 
near Imp^ria* 



"Notiee what Cralt tiiej ind with 
your oompaiucML The rfile is to be 

taken away from her. Be ready to 
rehearse it to-morrow." 

Imp^ria made no reply, but a leiir 
trickled over her cheek. 

"Ah wen, what ia it I* asked the 



manager. 



" O monsieur, T have never yet 
had to wound any one's feelings ! " 

"You must get used to that, my 
diild; that is the way of the tbea^^ 
trel" > 

The next day she replaced Made- 
mnispile Curinne, who declared hflf^ 
siiif her iiaplacablo enemy 

The play went off be|t«faud more 
briskly. I obeerved that when thej 
wished Tmp^ria to odd a littlt! wui inth 
to her un impassioned actmg, they 
always addressed her with CAtreme 
deference, and that in those passages 
whu^ brought out hw good qualities 
they gave her great encoumgement 
Evidently, they had a respect for her 
beyond her age and position. She 
owed it to her politeness and aniia- 
bihty, wliicli awoke esteem and 
interest at the same time. In the 
gieenraom, this seciet influenoe was 
still more pcrceptibla Actors aiB 
cliiMreii, SDinotimPS rtilK-llintig, ca- 
pricious, and pa.s.sionate ; but tlioy 
are impressionable children, nice ob- 
servers, most sensitive instnimenla, 
that a breath sets all a-quivar. 



Merciless and cruel in their it V m- 
nation, they yield equally t^ their 
enthusiasm ; and it often hap|K;us 
that two irreconcikblo enemies ap- 
plaud each other rapturously, iraaonth 
the spell of a sincere admirationi 
They have the freedom of opi'nrjn 
which belongs to inesponsible vir- 
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tuosos. The unconcern of their in- 
telloefeiial lift vibratot between the 
extremes of gennoaity and cruelty. 
Obliged to speak whatever folia to 
tbeur jxirt, whetlier good or bad, so 
they yield to every feeling, iufotua- 
tiou as well as cou tempt. 

Impdita waa appreciated then; 
and when aha waa bioqghi in con- 
tact with the oompanj for Ilia irat 
time, in a new play, — always a 
source of gront exHtement, hoth for 
tliose who arc in it and Uiose who 
unsk t» he, — they were oonnnoed of 
that purity of aoul and nobility of 
natni-e which they had ascfibad to 
iter, btit hitherto had had no oppor- 
tunity of provinjT. They were inter- 
e&Uid in her, and constrained lier to 
talk with tliem by attdraHniig her as 
aba doaorved to bo addreasod; tboy 
took C8|>ecial pains to hecoino ac- 
quainted with her, and when she; 
passed through the greenroom, in 
tlic midst of a rather excited discus- 
aion, tlie young IVontin would ex- 
olaiin^ " Huah, gentleman, the angel 
Is itassingl* 

At len<,'th, seeing her free from nil 
suspicion, 1 dared to take jmrt in tiie 
conversations carried on with her 
and the other womoi. I alwaya ad- 
dressed mysdf, however, to some one 
c1''c, She was tlie last to whom T 
vriituied to spoiik ; but destiny drew 
mo on, and, in spito of myself, my 
first words to har were a declara- 
tion. 

Hiey were discussing marriage, in 
mntiortinn witli (liu j)ul)lic!ition of 
tiic liauns of a young tnigedian l>e- 
longing to the cuiuitany, who was 
about to marty a young and beauti* 
ful aoubretto^ ^ 



"Tliey are right, these children," 
said one. 

" Utter folly I" said another. 

.And as each one volunteered an 
opinion on the advantn^^s and the 
cares of a family, uy friend Frontin 
appealed to me. 

"And fhe handsome aopnnama- 
raiy," said he, "the 'wansnted mgi' 
rant,' what does he think of it 7 " 

" O," replied T. « I am a cliild ; I 
have the cmifidence of niy age ; I do 
not see why a mou should uut wed. 
the woman h^lovea.** 

" That iave^pratty,** said lUgine; 
"iHit since at your age he loves all 
women, he wonhl have a great many 
marriages on his hands." 

"At my age," ^plied I, desper- 
ately, addressing Ijnpdria» who was 
amiling; "one loi^ but one wo- 
man — ' 

» 

"At a time, perhaps!" responded 
lU'gine ; " Init, to a dead certainty, 
you take the first who passes under 
yonr nose for your IdeaL* 

'The idealt There is no such 
thing I " said the st<iut ]>crsonage who 
played the financial zulflo, addressing 
the logician. 

The logician hero put in a speech 
that seemed to be bonowed fitm bia 
reperfeoiy. By dint of reasoning npon 
the stage, he had become very fluent 
lie nlTirniod that the ideal was n r< l- 
utive tiling, which issued full-armtd 
from the brain of e>'ety individnal, 
the Ttaible result of thoeeaUoremettta 
to which his tempemmeot rendered 
him susceptibia 

"T knew," ^aid he, "a man of re- 
fined intellect, and exquisite appear- 
ance, whcaa ideal waa a stout woman 
well vened in culinaiy matteta At 
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JDW «geb" iMmI ht, tuning to me, 

"it ii qmte the eontraiy. Then one 
loves etlieieal iromen, vho Jive only 

on dew." 

" Don't defend yourself," cried the 
young comedian, "a young prtmitr 
alundd be like that, He must eat 
Ilia biead in Uiiu elioea and dip it 
into ft rosebu'l, for his break last, 
nothing delicate or perl'iimed enough 
fur LiuUor or C^lio ; ako nothing la^ 
suited to Uia oaiea of a boiudiold. 
Henee you do not aee Cinikio dd SoU 
occupied in washing his little mou- 
}ce/8 faces, No, the acc-ess, ho who is 
always on fire witli love, is too hand- 
some, too nice, and too herihbuned. 
to fikll into tbe grease of the soup- 
potl — IVhat saya the disoieet Im- 

"What?" said Tmpdrio, who had 
not been attending to the question; 
*• of what are you speaking ?** 

" Ilegaid the abephad Paris, who 
eontomplates you Uiialiii^" replied 
'fhu ( onu'dian, pushing roe before bet. 
"How do you <ind liiui ? " 

"Very well bred, always I" an- 
swered luip^ria, without raising her 
eyes to me. "That is all I knov of 



"Ho is always so?" went on 
Frontin; "you could not say as 
much fur me ! " 

"I have no more to complaiu of 
in^rou than in the oth^" 

" She is a Jesuit I she detests me I 
Come, T will remodel myself 1 The 
(uipiraut shall give me lessons ; he 
shall make me rehearse the morning 
salutation, the prvscntatioa of the 
kiv, the manner of pu^ng up 
that has fallen, and replacing 
tha^aeadlain it without teealdng 



the point; tat he Imows how to do 

all those things, the sly boots I " 

"I should know how to be stiH 
more devot<jd," I replied^ ** and ia 
earnest perhaps ! " 

"Devoto younelf even to the 
death, would you not!** TOjoiueii 
Frontin with emphasis. 

And aa Irnpdria, suqirised at last^ 
regarded me witli some attention, I 
repeated, " i£veu to the death," witb 
an accent of. pesakmato oonviotlon 
that made htt tsnnble sljghtljr. 

"The shot ia fired!" cried Fron- 
tin ; " the anow is sped, siraighb to 
the heart!" 

" To whose heart ? " she asked, 
with, a duwouragiu^ coui^nisttve. 

" To the only heart atiU flree that 
I know of in the oonq^y.'* 

"Mine? how do yon know il^ 
Monsieur ? " 

" Ah I it is not so ; poixlon I I did 
not suppose — Tliey nid — See 
how deceitful women an, and liow 
tlie Agneses deceive you ! * ' 

" I am not an Agnes. ' No ona 
tyrannizes over me.** 

" But Horace — ." 
. *'Iknow noHocaceT 

"GomeJ" exclaimed R^ne^ "tell 
va the truth, pttUt t You are virtu- 
ous; still, you are not a prtide, and 
you have not reached eight euu with- 
out a preference for some one i " 

I was ready to faint^ and tliey com- 
mented on my pallor. Imp<Sria had 
the implacable cruelty of virtue, and 
replied, with a smile 

" You wish to know ? Ah well, I 
do not core to conceal it Very far 
away torn here than is some one 
that I lovo most sincerely." 

I know not if they were inquisitive^ 
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iMff lMnrs1ie|MniedttMm; I 

WMt piecipitately, and went to take 
counsel with my despair under tlie 
clicstiuit'^ nf the Luxembourg. 

Wliat a wound, what a foU, what 
anger, and Whaifc giuf I I on kugh 
no V at the tnm, bo* 1117 lient atOl 
l>1ceils afc temainbrance of the effect 
It wai so serious thnt I -nr!*! 
filfxrincd hy it myself. Was 1 lu^d 
then ? How and why had I fallen 
in love, to Book ft degree, with a per- 
mm whom I had known only a fow 
days, and to whom I had just flpokflO 
for the first time? Wlmtdi 1 T Icnow 
of Jut, after all ? Why had I taken 
it into my head that I must touch 
het fiutcy fixate and pleaw hoe at fint 

Am I vent Iwdc tlivot^ Ibe alloy 

of the OlwervRtory T encountered 
JJoucc, nno of onr young actrirs, a 
pretty lad, but very wild and a verj' 
poor player; wkcrtn I ootUd easily 
bave enpeneded in a twinkling, bed 
I been t reach erou!)Iy dispaeed> He 
had a ea*l and glootny air. 

" Ah ! niy dear lAwrence," cried 
he, ftluu/st throwing liimself into my 
vms, " if yon knew how I enflert** 

'Whyaol WhaiistheiiHittar?" 

"She loves .some amet" 

« ' She; who I " 

"Imp«^ria! She has just eaid so, 
Witli an air of bravado, before us all i " 

* I know that veiy well: I wat 
theral" 

"You were then? St«y, it ia 
tnie, it WR-S iti eonnection with yon ; 
hut it wns not on your account tlmt 
she S]>oko in that way i It was 
tiecAine of rae, to diaconnigs 

• You love her theni* 
"Madly,- 



llMd bnowD Mlliiiig of it^ and ia 

that respect I was as vain as be, who 
fail IihI himself the only aspirant I 
refmmed ffnn ojx'ning n»y heart to 
him, and feigned to pity him, de- 
lighted to flud ioaw one utth whom 
I eonU talk of Asr. Ha hMl loved 
her ever since her arrival at lha 
Odfon ; he hrnl coino from the Con- 
servatory, she from tlie pnninco; 
and he had made inquiries, and kept 
up an untiring eeawh, until ha 
knav the leol origin, tiiatnio hiatoiyi 
of Imp^ria. He had sworn to him^ 
self that he Trmild never Wtmv thf» 
secrets thus surprised, and here ho 
was relating them to me, — to me 
whom ha had knowa aboal oigbt 
daye, and whom ho now oalled 
" thuu " for the M time. 

ImjM^n'i''' nnme was Nanein de 
Volcloa, She was fn>in l)au[^lnny. 
Her father, tlie Marquis de Valclus, 
was an IntdUgmb man, generous, 
and highly eeteemed in hia proviiioa. 
He adored his wife, who was v 
l>eautiful, and took charge him;« lf 
of the education of his daughter, in 
whom he felt a pardonable prida 
Hadama da Valclos, who bad never 
given oocaaion for remark, had and* 
denly, at forty, a IwirriMy acandaloua 
affair with an onicer of the pnrri- 
sot). The husband killed the lover; 
the wife committed suicide. Three 
moatha later hL do Yaloha beoania 
iaaane^ after having kot all hia for* 
tone in an alwurd enterprise, to 
which he had h-on drivnTi }<y hia 
in>]i«tience to rea^zn his projx^rty, 
in order to cx|jatnate liimsulf with 
hia daughter. ^ 

"MademoiseUo do YaMoa thw 
fottod banalf Tirtvally oiphanad a* 
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the age of twenty ; for she deceives 
us," observed L^nce in the mUUt 
of hia recital "She is twenty-two. 
She concaftli her age, to di^ise her 
identity by aU pooaibto means; the 
oould «• well tesume that .^!ir> is 
even younger than she ia. So perfect 
a fuco liaa no ftge." 

lie couLmucd : " Aa M. de Valcios 
bad been cheated on the eve of a 
clearly titoUiabed inaanity^ and 
when he was probably already de- 
ranged, his daughter miglit have had 
recourse to law, and regainiid at 
least sumu fraginejits of lier patri- 
liioiiy. When advieed to do so, she 
coldly leftued. Her mothoE^e adven- 
ture, the cause of her father^s mad- 
neiis, had naade too much noise i'oi- 
her to remain in ignorance of it, and 
she couid not bring forward a suit 
irithont alluding to that oaiua . She 
let hentf he altnpged of her entire 
fortune; and when she wa3 certain 
that there was not left her even the 
means of supporting her unhnppy fa- 
ther, she resolved to earn her living. 

"Althovj^ she had talmt and 
education, she ftwrod no iTOiiifidtetft 
resource, and she made a aeoret res- 
olution. Bellamare, the impresario — 
an exceflent man, of whom yon must 
have heard us &\hsak — liud given 
refneaemationa at variooa times in 
the town where she reetded. In 'the 
happy days of the De Valcios family 
he had even had tlie direction of 
private theatricals at the chfiteau de 
Valcloe. He had apent several days 
there^ had taken a part himself, and 
hud lironght out the little Nancie, 
tlien twelve years old, before her 
friends and relatives. He finnid she 
possessed ouch ability, that he said. 



laughingly, before her, 'Tt is a great 
j>ity that she is wealthy. Thore is 
tiie making of an artist in lier.' 

"The child had never forgotten 
these wofda. The poor young lady 
leoalkd them, and hastened to Bella- 
marc, who was j)laying at T^esannon. 
She needed not Uj tell liini Iter sad 
story : lie £!new it He t^ld her all 
an hoocnUe man could tell a virtu- 
ous girl about t&e theetre. It did 
not alarm her. It even appears that 
she rei»lied to him: 'I am invul- 
neiubla Tlje memory of our misfor- 
tunes and our auguiah is branded 
on my soul, as widi a ied>hot iroa 
Never ehall I be tempted to com- 
mit an indisoretion.' 

" Bellfmifin! yielded, swore to be a 
father i i h.^, and, not \vi.shi!!«^ to 
depart with her from a place where 
she was known, appdnted a rmdei- 
vons for her in Belgium, where she 
made her d^iU under the name of 
Iinp'ria, and where no one suspected 
the mystery of her life. In T>au- 
phiny they did not kuuw wliuL had 
beoome of her. They heard that she 
had conducted her father f^m Lyons 
to the residence of an old domestic, 
thoroughly devoted to him, who f ouk 
care of him like a child. iTe i.s not 
violent, it seems. He has entiiuly 
lost his memory, and to make him 
Tqgain it would be doing hiui no 8er> 
vice. They believe that Madcntoi- 
HcUe de Valcios has gone to Jtussia, 
in the capacity of governess. Here 
they have discovered nothing. It is 
only Father Boeege who knows all, 
and myself, who have learnetl all — 
alas! shall I cunfi.sa it? — by li.stcn*- 
ing at the dour 1 Ik'causo I am mad, 
yuu see I Because to win her I am 
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capable of iagrQiiiig: 
BnfttUislMkl She f^, die wOl bcv 
almiTt virtuous, it k tmo^ Vnt die 

loves another!" 

•"Who do you think it is?" I 
asked Leonce, preteudiug to bo m- 
tsntked in his wnnyw. 

"Ah I who cm teUt" oiied he. 
gertioiilating wildly ; " sho said 
one vmj for nf. Perhaps ho ifl an 
nrtist whom sho knew in Bruasela ; 
perhajia a noblemau to tvhom she 
uras betrothed in Daupbiny, before 
kflir nusfortimes." 

" If he is a noUemon, he acts like 
ft villain in leaving }ier *o perform 
tlie hanl work that slie dtx^a. Doubt- 
less he is rich, auti has foi^otten lier ! 
IVhen she is eore of it^ abe will for- 
get httn likewise t* ^ 

"Yes, you give me some hope. 
Tlmnk you for it ! ' And thon T say 
to myself also, that perhaps she has 
invented tlua love to put mine to the 
teet" 

"Then she knows you love her ? " 

" Certainly. I have written it to 
her several timo<f, in the most per- 
suasive and re-speciliil terms I" 

"Offering her marriage ?** 

**Tes; my fiither is % notuy; he 
bee yiopetty whidi I shall inher- 
it" 

" And he will consent to the mar- 
riage ?" 
** He certainly must t * 
** And Imptf ria replied — * 
" Nothing. She appears as if she 
liad not received my letter" 
• *• Which does nut prevent you 
bom hoping 7 " 

"I lia?e hoped, bat now I feerl 
"What do yon sdTiM me t" 
"Nothing.. Obaerve her and wait" 



Then 70a think Inssd notglva 
hernpf 
" I know absolnletij nothing sbonft 

it" 

"IvCt MS dine t )<j:ether," he went 
on. " You will suiicr me to talk 
abont her. If I were left akoe, I 
should eommit some foUy." 

I heard him ramble on tlmmghout 
the evf'Ttiii^i;, for the most part with- 
out couiprtjheudin<,' a won! he said to 
me. I thought Inm stupidly pre- 
sumptuous in aspiring to the &TOr 
of ImpAnSk and I took for my own 
comfort the petty consolations tliat I 
had offered him. Without consider- 
ing that I was as vain as he, I flat- 
tered myself with the persuasion that 
she had told a falsehood to free her- 
sdf Atom the pursuit of Leonce, and 
that it was not I whom she had in- 
tended to diacoura^'o 

Seeing L^nce so ridiculous, I 
nevertheless profited by my rival so 
far ss to .reaolve that I would not 
like him in no respeek He took no 
pains to hide his great despair from 
anyone, and the outcry that Ite jnade 
about it prevented them from con- 
necting it with me. I appeared very 
gay and very cardeas, denying that 
I had made an indirect declaration 
to Imp^ria ; I pretended that I had 
merely expressed my general views 
on the subject of love and devotion. 
I 'succeeded in not being too fod,- 
iah, and in averthig. if not aas|ndon, 
at least raillory. I^onco seemed to 
provoke it l>y liis absurdity, and did 
njo tlie service of monopolizing it. 

liuj^^ria had a small success in the 
new piecei She played well, and 
gavo gemnal aatiafiuBtion. Her head 
not at all turned by il^ however; 
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■nd i]ie 'i«pliad to aU our .oompli'' 

ments, tliat she did not flhut her eyes 
to all there yet remained for her to 
learn, before she fouKl take any poei- 
tion in the theatre, Still, she gained 
OfmfideDoe. Sba. mottntod a step 
'npon tho ladder, and appoared giati- 
fied. We knew tbat BeUanuoe had 
written to encourage and conf^'ratu- 
late her. Mademoiselle ( onnne was 
overcome by hor sweetness and con- 
aidantioii, mora .especially as aho had 
been severely put down hj avety- 
body wiien she had atfean^tod to 
alander Imp^ria. 

The new play brought Imp^ria to 
Ilia thaatra eveiy evening. She al- 
leadj had a part in tba next piaoa^ 
irhieh was soon to be rehearsed. So 
site passed nearly all lier time in 
working, and I could we her con- 
stantly; but, unwilUug Uiat luy 
ftfther ahould fancy that idlanasa 
had made ma diaage my profesaion, 
and wishing to decide on nothing 
without his consent, I took care to 
continue my law-stiulies^ aTid 1 
retired at niue o'clock at uigl.t U) 
atiidy ontil (wo in the morning. I 
teae lale^ and went at noon to the 
theatre, where I spent tlie remainder 
of the day, with the exceptiou of my 
dinner liour. Tmp<5ria performed the 
hard task of reheai-eiiug three ur four 
hoiua during the day, and playing 
thxee or four howa in the evening, 
with a change of costume between 
each net. The rest of the time she 
worked at her lace or studied at 
home. She did *uot lose a moment, 
and the calmneHa that aha ezliihited 
in tiita tetiible life waa inconci.i\ a- 
blo. She posseted so much intelli- 
gano% and iufoxmation, that no sub- 



ject appeared fcfctgn to har^ and aha 
talked of aveiything widi jnodait 

ease. She never seemed either sad 
or gay. Tlie discovery of her real 
age had calmed me somewhat, at 
first ; not that die waa Isaa heanttfid 
or kaa deaimtile for being oldw, but 
how her two years' 'seniority over me 
hud thrown me back ! ('fitiiinly, the 
leader of tlie orciicstm wu3 right, in 
telling me Uiat I was too young to in- 
dulge in any future plans whatever I 

Despite Uiis new and very evident 
obstacle in my path, despite the care 
I devoted to appearing sensible, I 
soon felt my desire revive in all its 
intensity: it waa like a madness, a 
monomania. The aeneelesa preten- 
sions of L&mce gave me atrengUi ta 
condlul my malady, but not to con- 
([uer it, 1 was attracted by Impdria, 
— unwittingly on her part, like the 
moth Ij the oandla I almltttely 
wiahed to bum. myseUl She had the 
advantage of roe in birth and eda' 
cation; in her alremly assured posi- 
tion and decided futui-e ; in her talent, 
U) which, though iauomplete as yet, 
I, perhaps, could never dtaan; lastly, 
in her age^ which gave her anpe- 
rior judgment, in hor experience of 
misfortune, whicli gave her greater 
strength and worth. 

What could i ulier her ? A face 
that people praised, but which mjght 
not pleaae her; a paltry sum thet 
represented a meagre livelihood dur- 
ing tlte two or thrcc years of my 
apprenticesliip ; and an enthusiastio 
love that she had no reason to tidnk 
permanent 

She made mo comprehend thu pc^ 
fectly, when slie was forced to notice 

my struggles and guess the emotion 
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of my silence. I exerted still more 
Mlf-contoolt for wlwt I specially 
feniod WM lluri* the should ooiuieivo 

a flistniaL of ine, and beg me never 
to address lier agnin. I strove to 
ward otf her suspicions, and in pro- 
portion to my former desire timt she 
should know my love wen my pres- 
ent endonvors to make her think that 
she hod boon in error. I even car- 
ried iny dissimulation and cowardice 
so far as to jwy a little court to Made- 
mpiseUe Corinne, trembling lest she 
dumld fancy my complimsnta aeri- 
oos. She tvonbled hraself rof little 
about them ; she dreamed of more 
substantial conquests. l/or\ce, re- 
jected by Iini>^ria, displayed his 
pique by attempting to take up Co- 
linneiaeamsst Shelangliedathim; 
aod as for me, die tdd me confiden- 
tially that she regretted my precari- 
ous !>iit uation, as she did not intend U> 
make a love-match. 

Heaven knows that I had never 
sfioken to her of dther love or mar- 
riage. I had contented myself with 
talkiiif,' of lier bcatity, wliirli was 
sojnewliat jiroblematical ; neverthe- 
less, my simple stratagem succeeded. 
Impdria, who -was herself very simple 
in fcality, ^raa at length penuadsd 
that I did not cue for her» and then 
she spoke to mo witli llic pamc swcct- 
Tic<;n and confideiico that she accoxUed 
to tho others. 

I remained divided between the 
deaiie and fear of undeceiving her, 
when one fine day she forood mo to 
TCflssure her completely. Tliey had 
Itccn talking of llii^ very Corinne, 
who let everybody niako love to her 
mthont caring for any one, and, as 
ifM nsnal, the gsneml oonvenation 



was interrupted by the summons of 
the caU-hoj. At last t found myself 
alone viHh Impiria for the first time. 

" I tliink yea are a little cruel to- 
ward my companion," siiesaid to me ; 
" is it from pique I" 

" I assure you that it is not," I 
replied 

" It is becanae you are all withoat 

mercy for women who do not respond 
to your flatteries, 1 see plainly !" 

" If I were to reproach Maiiemoi- 
selle Corinne, it would be for the rea- 
son tiia^ viUiottt tes|K)nding to tfaani, 
she listens to them ; bat vhsi do 
our childish spite and bitterness mat- 
ter to you, — to you wlio will not 
even allow us to tell you the truth ? " 

"How sot" 

''If one told yon the good he 
thouf^t of you, yon would bo angiy. 
So you need not fear that you will 
be tried by trivial flatteries." 

Impdria assumed no affectation, to 
embarrass me. She went straight to 
the point 

" If you tliink well of me," she re- 
joined, "you may tell me so without 
offending me. T believi» T have de- 
clared in your presence tliat my heart 
belongs to some one who is absent 
IrspsaftittoTOtt, toiel yon at your 
ease, haeaass^ if yon e^em mSi yott 
will not put me to any trial" 

T rt^jtliod tliat I would give her a 
proof of my respect by entreating her 
to regard me as hor.devolsd servant 

"After the dedaration you have 
just mxMle," I added, " and which, be- 
sides, I had not forgotten, I think 
yoti should see, in the fidelity of the 
devotion tlmt I offer you, the aueeoco 
of impertinent curiosity and inlaa 
jtlaoed prasumption.'* 
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"'Whttt yon mj is ywj tnie and 

very good," she replied, holding out 
her haud to me, "ftiid I (hank jou 
for it" 

" You accept my devotion ? " 
"And ymu ftiendahip^ ainoa il is 
nbiidiitofy diaiiiteMited.'* 

She left the greenroom, smiling at 
me ; as for me, I r*>Tnained to weep in 
silence. I had j\i4t burned my sliipa. 

One morning, wlille they were ro- 
heaiaing the last piooe to he played 
before the annual doaillg^ I found 
myself aloue in the greenroom, with 
a man of medium heigiit and very 
well formed, whose face impressed 
ma like one of those memories that 
\re cannot exaeUy aooonnt fim His 
ag^ mi^t have been from thirty-five 
to forty years. had small eyes, 
dark brown in color, a face lai^ and 
square without being massive, a large 
mouth, a Hhint inegular nose, a flat^ 
doadj dwTed chin, and hair brushed 
down over the foiebead and temples. 
All this mode up a pleasant and at- 
tractive sort of ugliness. Tlie least 
smile laised the comers of his lip 
and deepmed the half-dinplea in Ms 
cheeks. His bbok ^baUs bad a 
piercing vivacity, his jaw ahowed 
angles of indoiaitablo energy; Imt 
tlie smoothness of his furt'licad and 
tlie delicacy of his nostrils cuuuler- 
balanced hj sometliing pine and ex- 
qnislte Uie appetites of » combative 
and sensual nature. One ooidd not 
fail to recognize in him, at Hnst sight, 
a comic actor of a certain rank ; and 
I wati wondering if he M'nm not a Ce- 
lebris, when be add w es o d me, to ask 
if Xbelonged to the theatre. I nearly 
■answered him witli a burst of laugh- 
ter, his voice and nasal accent were 



so peenliar; but I leatmined myedf 

quickly, for this voice was like a flash 
of liglit. So I was, ftt last, in the 
presence of^the illustrious inijtresario, 
liellamere I At the same time, by a 
very logical connection of ideas, 1 re- 
called thessaoeiatbns I hsd had with 
liis face : I had seen it on a i>hoto- 
graph ttt t!tp Ixjdside of Inij)ori:i. 

I grticied him r»^s]w(fi'.ny, and in 
three ^vuixls 1 told iiim my {msition, 
expressing a wish to make mjr d^ut, 
as aoon as poesible in the provinoa 

He regarded me somewhat aa a 
joclcey does a horse, walking rcHind 
me, exantining my feet, knees, Unilh, 
liair, and requesting me to take a few 
steps before him, bat all tide with a 
phiyAil and paternal air that could 
not wound me, 

" Tiie douse ! " he said, afl^r a mo- 
ment's reflection, " you must be bod 
indeed not to please half the audi* 
enee, the half that wean the petti- 
coats. You are twenty, and aie 
studying kw t Do yon know how 
to dance ? " 

( " The baurrie of Auveigne, — yes I 
'And I know all the spirited dances 
of the students' balls, besides ; bnt I 

do not int42nd — " 

" I do not speak of your dancing 
on the stage, but a kno^^ledp; of 
dancing is necessary; it im^tarU an 
ease, if not a distinction, to the gaii 
Howevw, tliat doee nob always make 
one graceful on the stoga I^et ua 
see ! hand me that cane chair. O, 
witii one hand, if you please; it is 
uot heavy 1 Why use the right hand, 
since it was within reach of the left I 
You must learn to employ both bands 
equally. Stay, take the chair so^ 
and do this!" 
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He took it, placcil it in Uie middle 
of tbe rodiii, aiid seated himself on it. 
I imagined tlmt it wm the eaeieat 
thing in tbe world, and that he was 
making sport of me ; however, wlieti 
I attenijiteJ the nnme thing, " It is 
not nngnxceful," lie said, " 1)ut it is 
very incuuveiiienb. That is the way 
to do in tlie lAle of « haahAil joutli 
who aita down in ft drawing-room 
for the first time in his life. Yon 
have jdaccd tlie chair so that you 
wonld sit down sideways, and make 
a most ridiculous failure ; also you 
took care to look behind you before 
acnting' younel^ whidi is a aignal 
awkwardness ; and then you let your- 
self drop down ahrnj'flv, as if yon 
were angry or worn out with fatigue. 
Tlie movement of the actor on tbe 
Btaga idiould not be felt He mmt 
be aeated as if he had no body, for 
the act of sitting is always a very 
vtilgnr thing. Tlic very furniture 
deKigualed for tliat purpose is laugh- 
nhle, when you think of it l By an 
ingenious jugglery, the actor must 
make both the nae of the fumituie. 
and the act of employing it, forgot- 
ten ; in tmgedy everything must be 
noble, above all, tliis movement, 
which is the most delicate and most 
difficult of all; in comedy it must be 
graceful, even when it is burlesque. 
That which is neither graceful Dor 
noble is necessarily un1>ecoming 
Stay, look at me. This is how you 
sat down." 

Apd he copied me so drolly, that I 
began to laugh. Then he rose and 
reseated himself several times, chang- 
ing his position, and revenbiig to me 
what none of tlie actors, whom I ha<l 
seen lelieaxse and perform, hod given 



I me the least idea of, — a natural grace, 
the liigliest degree of art carried into 
tlie most insignificant detail^, the 
perfection of expresaion in the most 
trifling action. ^.i. 

" Among ten thousand spectators," ' 
added ite, " there might, perhajts, be 
three, who would know that you sat 
down B0» intentionally, and tlwt tliere 
is a complete science in it, the result 
of long study; but, of these ten 
thousand spectators, there would not 
be one who was not unconsciously 
influenced by your least act. With- 
out knowing why it is good» all will 
feel tliat it ia good ; and there I give 
you, in two words, the whole seoret 

j)f the profession " 

" 1 should be very happy," I replied, 
" to become a member tk your com- 
pony, and reoeive yoor iessmiB.'' 

" Tlint can Ixj armnged," he replied. 
" "Will yon be here in an hour ? " 

" r vrWl be here any time you WIsIl" 

" Good ; wait for me.** 

FrobftUy he went at once to make 
inquiries about me. When he »• 
joined me» Lnp^ria was on his arm. 

" I engage you," he said ; " it is set- 
tled. Every one speaks well of you, 
and Mademoiselle Imp^riaamongthe 
rest What salary do you expect^ my 
dear boy ? Ton should know that a 
iM^ffl M not remunerated in away 
to light his cigar with bank-notes.** 

I replied tlmt T expected no re- 
muneration, 6U1CC I might be of no 
use to him. In ri»»iving from Iiim 
only his good advios, I ahmild stalL ba 
his debtor. 

« Undotibtedly." said he, "all d6- 
bwfanf^ should understand that ; but 
you must have something to live on, 
to dresa yourself decently — 



88 



I' 



I have money and cluthua. I cm\ 
-mat two or tfu«e raootba wif «ftsily. 
if my Appnnfciccdiip ^fn ww^^ thAt 

time." 

" T see that you are a very worthy 
lad, and tlrni you kauw lielhimarc to 
be incapable of abusin<>; your delicacy ; 
you sbflll not tqient it Gome to we 
me to-morrow. I will give you a 
short role tolenm ; next day you will 
come to study it with me« but know 
it well!" 

He gave ma hia addran, and left 
ma with a {ireaanre of the hand. 

Wlien I took my first lesson, al- 
though he really treated me with as 
much indulgence as if I had been liia 
SOD, I was quite terrified by bis nice 
appiwiatkxL 

'*Liaten/* lia aaid Co ne^ in lecar 
*pitulation, at the end of the lesson ; 
" certainly it is a great advantage to 
be gifted as you are ; and if you were 
a fool, you might e^ily persuade 
thai yon had nothing to 
Ton an an intelligait kd, 
and yoa will oomprdiend that the 
beauty of your person and the j)er- 
ft'otinn of your voice are suureai of 
iailuie an well as of success. Wlien 
you appear upon the stage, well 
dieased and gottm up, piepara for a 
murmur of approval ; bul^ directly 
after, the audience will be severe and 
di.strusilful. At the fii'st woixls tluit 
you spcuk, liowever, there will be an- 
other favomble mtinniir; your voioe 
is admirable. And thm ? Tou wiU 
sptak well, I answer for that A 
new danger! Hence the audience, 
alert and attentive, will Ihj fearfully 
exacting. That is the case with the 
men of our day, — with Frenchmen 
abovnaU. WahavepasaedthepeKiod 



when, under the liappy sky of Soulli- 
ern dviUmtloiia, bsma^ waa consid- 
ered almost eqnal to a virtue. An- 
tiquity luLS transmitted to us tlie 
names of artists who had no other 
merit than that of being beautiful 
To-day, no one cherishes the memory 
of an actor wittiont talent^ had Jie the 
phynqoe of Antinotfs or MeleageE. 
At present, they demand everything, 
evc?'if(hing ; nothing less than that. 
But wliat ia least required, peiliajjs, 
is classic beauty. It has a prestige 
only at the fint moment It is tire* 
some, paovoldlig, irritating, if art can 
lend jt no attraction, wiiieli is quite 
another tliiutj and which suiuolinies 
succeeds in rendering ugliness agree- 
able and ^rmpathetic. Modem ideaa 
an all for vealiem, and, to a certain 
extend lhat ia an advance; for man 

is not made merely to scn"c as a 
model for a sculilor, ami it is not a 
moral advantage for him- to lie dis- 
tinguished above other men by his 
physical perfection t if ha ia vain of 
it, they ridicule him ; if he does not 
turn it to account, they think him 
uniutelligi ut. One must know how 
to be handsome, which is much more 
difficult Uian to know how to ha 
plain ; and hi our art> which eonaiata 
in producing all eiTucts ]iersonally 
and directly, the chief jxtint is to 
know exactly what onp is, iu order 
to know what one luuat be. 

All wdll I am going to tell you, 
as an actor, a painter, and an anato- 
mist, — for I am sometliing of each, 
— what you arc, when repeating 
your part ; a smoking-room A|mj11o, 
neither more uor less. Your eyea 
sparkling, lait too bold; your amila 
very franl^ but too unsteady, fiom 
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impregnated^ trifh ikohol ; 
your Iwdj yvrf vxp^Ab aad veiy 
strong, Ixit addicted to fantastic atti- 
ttulcs, which lack menning nnd origi- 
nality ; your voice clear and sono- 
rous, bub seeking by .preference the 
leat magical and lera nattnal inlo- 
aatkms, and fiUl of false inflections. 
Tou would be a detestable comedian. 
You would always overdo it You 
Lave, I should say, a restless, anxious 
spirit You would arrive at io»- 
Acmk with difficuUj, and yoa would 
not know how to «ay in a natural 
manner, ' H'-'/ haw are yoiiV You 
might have pluycd tlie romautic dra- 
ma ; Uiat exists no longer ; and pub- 
lio taste inclines mofe and more fa> 
the simple styla If 70a oould have 
roles made for you, where, in spite 
of the l)lack coat, your charact.cr 
would have enorgetic manners, a'ld 
a certain eccentricity of mind, you 
would be good ; but om finds, per- 
haps onoe or twice in his life^ the 
rAk which is exactly suited to the 
t\\^ tlint he oin represent perfectly. 
Before l^cominfr famous, he lias to 
submit to all sorts of characters, in- 
eiguilicant or unoongwial to his na* 
taie. The great thing in commoi* 
ebg, is to adapt himself, to efface hi» 
personality, if necessary; to make 
h!m5?elf reaily, in a word, to iln 
ever}-tliiiig suitably without hoping 
to he admired and applauded in 
his own proper i)er8on. When you 
have, to some degree^ got rid of your- 
self, of him who was a handsome 
student, but not even a tolerable 
actor, you will Ix^n to study, to 
invent, to create. Three years of 
study, ai*the least, my boy, may 
make you achamuDg yowig jnvniMr. 



It is a good flituatiaii; it denumds, 
in addition to all that yon have^ all 

that you have not. It is paid very 
well, becan!?o the handsome, intelli- 
gent type is rarest If you do not 
grow stout, your host is worth its 
weight in gold. Even now your logy 
are equivalent to a pretty sum of 
money, and under any circnrastances 
your voice is a c^ipital ; unfortunate- 
ly, all tljis is nothing and worse than 
nothii^ I tell you again, if you tdn 
a wrong eonisa You will not he 
insignificant, you will he impa^ 
sioncd, but your CTior^y may be 
ridiculous and your anger that of a 
buUy. Beware of that If you are 
traetalile, I will sav^ you from that 
danger; but, if you have not a great 
amount of tensihility and truth, you 
will Ijccome cold and commonplace. 
In conclusion, niy conscience com- 
mands me to tell you tliis ; you have 
to WQffk prodigiously at the most 
diflteult and tbanklesa of trades. 
The result ntay Se ft lifs of |^k»y and 
fortune ; again, it may be nothing of 
the sort : and I will not guarantee at 
all tluit m three years you will not 
he ft dead fiUlura The professioii, 
which is indispensable^ in nine cases 
out of twenty overpowers oijginsl* 
ity. Reflect, then, lx;fore quitting 
your present ])osition and your fu- 
ture career for the stage. You will 
tdl me to-morrow if you feel the 
courage to transform rotlically your 
imlividuality, nt risk of l><>< <»niing 
a being absolutely annihilated, hope* 
less, empty ! 

"And again, consider this: that 
one may change his pnfession so 
Tong as he walks in the beaten trsck 
of society ; but the man, onoe entered 
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into the Bohemia of the theatre, can 
never rtiliuu to any other. It is not 
because prejudice thrusts you back. 
Thnt matters little. An enei^^etic 
hmui triumpIiB over it, and obtaius 
eveiy where tlie place that ho knows 
how t<) take ; Imt after the theatre, 
htj no longer possciiSBa an avaikblc 
euei)^. The theatre uses him up, 
conaumes him, devours him. One 
lives 08 long there as elsewhere, on 
condition of not leaving it, and of 
■kccpintr up tliis fiictitioua strength, 
nervous over-excitement, and intoxi- 
eation that aie foni^ nowheio oiaa i 
onoe return to a <iniei life, even 
when you have felt an impenouB 
need of it, ami i nnui assails you, tlip 
mind fills with jihantonis, the tmin 
of actual life disheartens you, real 
feelings are confounded irith the 
fictions of Che peat, the days seem 
ages, and in the evening, at the hour 
when yon were wont to see the fuot- 
lights rise to illuniiniitc your lacf, 
and tlie public hastening in to be 
entertained with your performance, 
yon ftncy you are nafl^ alive into 
your coffin. 

" No, no, my child, do not enter the 
theatre unless you are dniwn thitlier 
hy an irresistible call ; for it is a lot- 
tery, where the winners, after having 
risked everything, are foroed to stake 
their life and soul. 

" I ought tell yon this T>o not 
imagine that it is the result of tlie 
trial we have just been making. If 
I consulted only my own interest, I 
should conceal my tliouglits ftom 
you ; for such as you are, in a very 
short time you will Im3 of great usu 
to me. They ai t> not fdstidions in 
the tinovinoes, they aie not spoiled 



there; and for a success of appcar- 
anu you have every req^uisitc. To 
an actor already laimohed, I abonld 
makenosaggesyon; bat yon interest 
me, you please uio, ou J you ore rush- 
ing headlong into tlie uukiiowiL I 
owe the truth to von." 

I thanked han VMinly, and |>rom- 
ised to consider ; but I did not con- 
sider; I only thought of Imp^e, 
fzom whom I could not aoe myself 
eternally separated. T sumnioiu'tl 
all the strength of my will l'"r 
desperate enterprise, and one muntli 
later I dqnrted fior the province^ 
with Impdria, Bellamare, and tb« 
troupe which he had nonitted. 

"fiol was an actor, monsieur, an 
actor for tliree years ; <and as I h1 wiiy±i 
bore myself like an honorabl» man 
in the profession, I left it witliout 
repvoai;!). But I have, none tiie les^ 
foil'eiteil the future I could have 
u.^piKxl to, and I have nearly nuule 
my father die of grief, as i will tell 
you another time, for I have beea 
talking so long that you diuat be 
tired of hearing me." 

" Not in the least ; if you are not 
fatimied, (.ontinue. T wish to know 
the Jesuit of your love for the 
charming Impdiia.** 

*'And I intend to toll you, but 
not just now, if you will permit ma 
To take breath, I M'ill sketch the 
pnitile of the cascade." 

" Very •w elh One woi-d more, 
however: what is tAie /eur/ul vm^ 
eondnct, then, of which certain goud 
souls in the vicinity accuse you?" 

" You ask. T have been an actor ; 
and, according to them, tluit is all 
that is needed to insure datnnation.** 
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II. 

When Lawrence had sketched a 
little, and reflected a little, aa if to 
armii^o hia reminisccucea in due 
ordert he resumed his recital: — 

I sboilld not see my father hefore 
vacation, and I had three montlis of 
frpcdnm until tlien. I wrote him 
that I was going to travel with a 
friend for my instruction. This 
abort explanfttioii iras auffidAiii for 
tlm wmtliy •umiL Unused to any 
sort of study, ignorant of any social 
p>fvlMiin*??m nuf«(i<!e In"? own splifrp, 
he could easily believe tlmt I waa 
goiu); to study during my travels, 
aince I aseund hha of my leaolation 
to devote myself untiringly to my 
future profession. 

Before taking you with me in my 
nomadic life, I must introduce to 
you the principal personages with 
whom I united my desUny. Some 
left l^isria with na» otheia joined us 
on the way. 

Bcllamare's inscparahle compan- 
ion and perhaps liis hest friend, 
although his antipodes in character 
and appeanneeb waa s man whose 
singular history deserve to be relat- 
ed. He was calkd ^f^mnbois; ami, 
thouj:^li the least mirtliful iimn in tlie 
world, his real name was Hiiarion. 
He had never known hia fanuly. A 
hospital foundling, he had taken osxe 
of tlie pigs at the house of a peasant 
who l>eat him and loft him to die 
of hun^'cr. (Jarried ofi", half willing, 
half reluctant, by {lassing mouiitc- 
hanks, he had proved, however, little 
qualified to divert the public ; they 
Boott abandoned him on n road wliere 



ftom Auvergne had piolDBd 
up to cany hia paoL Thia' 

trade pleased him; he had food 

enough, he loved to travel, and his 
new master was nut a bad niau. He 
found tliat Uilarion was a brave lad, 
very patirat» ieai|pied, and fidthftiL 
The pedler had bnt one foult; ha 
was a perfect sot, and very often, 
HmtidinfT under tho weight of his 
wares, he 8cattere<l them upon tho 
road. Hiiarion, with a little exer^ 
cise, beeame a paokhotae'eapabia of 
bsariqg tlia eommeioial storas of hia 
employer. Ilesides, as he had a kind 
lionrt, ho did not Iravf him in the 
Ijottoni of the ditchea, where he took 
frequent naps in tlie course of his 
jonmey. When he saw him reel 
and stsgger, he prudently led him 
away into some open field, remote 
from quarrels and secure from 
thieves. He watched over both 
master; and load. He united the 
duties of the hone and the dog. 

The pedler became attached to 
Hiiarion, and shared his profits with 
him. Thus tho fluid might have 
earned and laid by something; but 
when his master was thirsty, he bor- 
rowed the hid's portion, and foigot to 
return it It h true that Hilaiion 

forgot to claim it. 

This friendship and partnership 
lasted a long time. Uilarion was 
twenty when his naatd^ died of 
dropsy in a hoepital, leaving a little 
money, which his yoimg associate 
carried to the heirs, without deduct- 
ing nnything to i^ny him for his 
services. Tliey were poor peasants 
burdened with a family, ftoin whom 
he had not the heart to demand any- 
thing. He left them without oooaido 
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Ming his ftituro. By dint of seeing 
others careless of their lot, he had 
grown accustomed to jlo likewise 
Already uiiaautiaopic, he had suuu 
and known nothing good in his life, 
tmleas, perhaps, his dnmkeii nastw, 
who had not maltnated him, but 
who also had not remunerated him. 
However, he brought no reproach 
against his itiemoiy. Tlus man had 
taught him to read and write paas- 
aUjr, olao how to nae a cudgd in 
self-defence. He had developed his 
physical strength, liis coolness in 
danger, his inclination fur a wander- 
ing Ule. Going sletidily on alone, 
Hihgion bdioved thfti * oourogeouti, 
stnmg, and sober nan ooold not die 
of hunger, even in the midgt of a 
selfiah world. 

He was in error ; it needs a capital 
to start with, be it ever: so small 
No woik ean diapenae with the ne> 
oeaiaiy toola. Ililarion had not the 
wherewitlial to piitchase the most 
trifling stock. He did not know how 
to utilize liis empty han(h, until, aft<ir 
two days of (jt^ting, passing over a 
imhUo p]aoa» he aaw a wveatler, who 
threw all the aoldieia of the ganiaon, 
and he bethought himself that his 
fiats might render him good service. 
This athlete seemed to him' more 
skilful than robui^l, and lie pruiMstited 
himself aa a competitor, after having 
carefully obaerved hia peifonnanoe. 
Only, while wagering that he could 
conquer him, he confessed to the 
audience that ho was dying of hun- 
ger and thirst. 

"Eat and drink," aaid the eioaa- 
XOada Alcides, loftily ; "I do not 
tlirow those who would ML of them- 
selves." 
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An improvised coUection p«mifc- 

ted the new-comer to devour a bit 
of bread, and to swallow a gloss of 
wine, after which he desueudud into 
the arena. 

It waa truly an arena,'the Itoman 
amphitheatre of Nismes; and when 
Hilarion Moranbois related his story, 
he said that, seeing for the firet time 
Ihiii vaiit monument^ so fine in its 
proportions, witliout knowing what 
it was, without the ilightest idea of 
the past^ he felt ms stiung and val* 
iant as ten tliuu^and men. 

The professioual Hercules was 
worsted by the improvised lleruulea. 
The next day he demanded Itia 
vwge. Hilarion had dined well; the 
amateurs of the vicinity liad cele- 
brated his victory iit the tnveni." He 
gained a new conijuest, su hiiUiunt 
that oUier strolling wrestlera were 
summoned to compete with him. 
lie threw tliem all, and was cuyaged, 
with the undeiatanding that he 
s!ii uld receive one fourth of the 
protiLs. He loft this troupe, how- 
ever, because it was prujmsed that 
lie should let himself he Uirown by 
a man in a mask, who was no other 
tluin the wrestler whoee phice lie had 
taken. They matle him very ailvaii- 
Ui^aous oflTers, if ho wouhl Uikc i«irt 
in tluji comedy, which always proved 
a gitjat suooess witli tlio piihlic, and 
hnHi(^t them a good deal of money. 
His self-love got the better of his 
interest; he refusei! witli fiifun, flew 
into a [lossion, knocked duwu hts 
employer, broke the big drum with 
a blow of his fist^ for which thcj 
made him pay a hundred-fold its 
value, and made his escape, his 
hands still empty, to repair to Arlea» 
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where he had been told he wooM 
Bnd other arenas. He had decidedly 
a taste for classic monuments. 

On the way he encountered 
Mademoiselle FlmiMU-Ventk who 
danced a speoies of tanntdla, ao> 
companying herself with the Span- 
isli tainhoiiriiic and the trian{;lp, with 
much skill ; this was his first love. 
Tliey mmie their d^ut together in 
several towns upon the route, one of 
which proved neatly &tal to him. 

When he had finished exliibiting 
his talents in the public plnrc, t^ic 
evening of liis arrival, ho was cnu 
iiously addressed by a servant-nimd, 
who eondncled him fhrough a laby- 
rinth of obeeme atnete, to a house 
of good appearance, buried in a wil- 
(Icnifss of gardens. Here, a Rloiuler, 
dark latly, with a (juick, fla-sliiiig eye, 
addressed him in these words: " Will 
jott enter mj employment ssnnder- 
goidcnerf Ton Will do nothing. 
Yon will sleep during the day. At 
ntf^lit ynn will quiotlj iiiniiiit guard 
in tlip- garden. I am tormented by 
a garrison oilicer who is madly in 
love villi me, and thnatetui to cany 
me olf. He is a desperado, a deinl, 
who will do as he says, and who is 
very strong ; I give yon wnniinp; 
My people are cownnl.'^, brilH?d by 
him, perliaps, and you see that alone, 
in tide isolated dwellincu I oonld 
receive no assistanoa from without 
If you see this man prowling under 
mv window.?, or even in my ground.*?, 
knock him down. Do not kill him, 
but treat him ao that ho will never 
wish to come again. Ewy time 
that jron giTO lum a lesson of this 
kind you will leoeive a hundred 
francs." 



*Bat if he ii stmqger fluui It* 

replied HUarion ; " if he kills me ? ** 
" Nothing venture *»M**«"g have^" 

replied the lady. 
" That is box enough," thought the 

wicttUef. 
And he accepted. 

Eight nights passed away with- 
out a leaf's rustling or a grain of 
sand stirring in the garden. On the 
ninth night, by tlie clear light of the - 
moon, an ofRoer, whose appeannoe 
corresponded to the description given 
Hilarion, opened a gate, to which he 
had a key, and approacbrd the housa 
Hilarion was unwilling to attack him 
witiiout warning, fle had tiie sim- 
plwity to taU him that he waaahont 
to do him an injury, if he did not 
withdraw immediately. The stran- 
ger laiip!iod in his face, called him a 
fool, and l^rqatened to roll him in 
the meioDopoteh, if he tried to hinder ' 
him. Hilarion cooU not enffor this 
language, and the contest be^m. 
The visitor's imjiertinence hod an- 
gered him, and the vigorous defence 
he made did not permit him to han- 
dle him gently. Hiluto railBd Idm 
in the aitibhiAes^ and left him the>n> 
so badly worsted that he !)olieved 
liim dprxfl TTp tnn to inform the 
lady, who oinio rmt with a torch and 
her chambermaid, to ascertain the 
nsolb 

"Wieteh r cried ahOb "what^ve 

you done ? You have assassinated my 
hiisHfind, who had just returned from 
a journey I Make your escape, and 
let me never hear of yon again 1" 

Hilarion was stnpeAsd. 

"Chum yonr hundred francs," 
whispered the maid, suddenly ; " shs 
Jmew veiy well that it was monsieur. 
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and slie n^vLS you a grudge for not 
having killed him outrij^ht." 

Hilarion was so territiecl at having 
conuuitted a crime while tlunkiiig 
to pwfonn good senrioo ao gwidian, 
tliat be would cbum nothingp and ran 
away, swearing they thonld never 
catch him there again. 

At Aries he rejoined Mademoi- 
selle Plume-au-Ven^ who had al- 
TCtdy entned into poitneiship wiUi 
an Alsacian giant and a (so-called) 
Lapland dwarf. Tie met with toler- 
able success ; but the time of the 
conscription was at haiul, and he 
drew the Number One. He served 
u adldier in Algieta fat aeven yeeie, 
•nd gained some advantage from it. 
He finbhed his education there, tliat 
is, he learned French and Arabic, 
and as he wrote a very fair liand 
and leckomd ray aoonrately, as he 
waa a model aoldier, bmve and pano> 
tual, his comrades, who loved him in 
spite of hia roughness, thought that 
be would Ix) promoted, lie was not, 
however, and, nutwitlistanditig his 
good deportment and assiduity in 
<be eervioe, be vaa otmck off tbe 
rolls for insubordination. It is true 
tiiat he detested his supcrioi^, who- 
ever they wcrp, and that he replied 
to tliem disrespectfully. Obedient 
to the mililaiy rule, he oonld wtt 
endue a penional command, when 
it seamed to oventflf) the limits of 
etrir-t authority, or not to olwerve 
them scrapulously. A spirit of criti- 
cism, very singtilar in a man ut liis 
low lanb; veiy unfortanato in hia 
pieieu t poaition, bad developed it- 
aelf in him, and bade fair to become 
the foundation of his character, tlie 
obstacle of his future. He received 



more punishmenta than rewards ; and 
when he had served hia time, bulling 
notliing from a n'-enli.stmfiit, he re- 
turned to Fiunuti, us suUtiuy, as des- 
titute, aa be bad left it 

In the mginMnt he had had much 
practice in all kinds of gymnastics, 
and in all bq liad been the first 
Still, be did not like the profeHsiun of 
gymnast, and the prospect of recom- 
meneiog bia exeicisea in Ibll blart 
did not pleaae him. For aome yean 
lie was porter on the port at Toulon ; 
homnu de peiw. it is called, — a 
dolorous exprei>sion which sudicii-nt- 
ly describes a Itard and gloomy life. 
Pbyeioal atrengtb ia a more ]ieri]ona 
gift than one would think. Menaeek 
to tuni everything to their advantage, 
and tlie exceptional strength of Hi- 
larion exposed him to all sorts of cx- 
perimenta. He waa aounded by the 
thieves, and nearly involved nnwit- ' 
tingly in attempts at murder. £n- 
lij^ditcned in time, he held malefactors 
lu execration, and Udieved he saw 
them everywhere i his misanthnjpy 
increased ; and aa in tlie midat of fa^ 
tigve and aadneae he leHected more 
than suited bis wTetcbed condition, 
he iKicamc a sort of Diojjenes. Alune 
in life, he ni;i(!t' h!tM«>'lf still more 
alone by hi^ liubiui and his ibuugiits. 

Very disinterested, very cardess • 
of the nuHTOW and indiflerent for 
himself, he tunied notliiqg to account, 
not even his own brave acts. Tie 
distinguished himself in several res- 
cutiii, and received several inudab, but 
withoat thinking of asking any re- 
ward, without caring to join any 
association, without consenting to 
accept the slightest thanks. He was 
accustomed to say that, not loving 
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the human race, ho expomxl his life 
only for the p loMWO of iiiiDg his 
xniMcles md eseraabig his judgment. 

Seveml persons from the South, who 
afkTwartls met him^ain in civilized 
life, recalled the strange ftnd j)mud 
individual whom tliey had seen a 
porter at TouloOf and hed even etn- 
pkqred fortlie peenliarity of his char- 
acter. Siknki abaorbed, haughty, his 
glaiicB wna always Rt^ern fiDtl suspi- 
cious, liis speech harsh, oiUm almsive, 
and always cynical, his gesture angry, 
and all atonoe a aootnfiil oalm woiiM 
iiieoeed hia threatening tnanner. 
Everything vrns to him a source of 
irritation, aixl nlriT^^t jmniexliately 
after an object ot scorn or of indif- 
ference. 

One fine day he found an infimt 

entirely ahandoued, who atbaehcd it- 
self to him. It was a pretty little 
boy, wlio, althougli very cowanlly, 
was nob frighteucd by liie bearded 
face of llilarion. Touched by this 
proof of eonfidenee, or etraek with ifti 
•ingularity, he earned the child to hit 
den, tended and ri>ared him after his 
fashion, but without succeed in<^ the 
least in modifying his instincts of 
idleness, cowardice, and vanity. This 
vidn and feeble erBatnre^ who was 
no other than the young premier 
Lcoiirn, of whom I told you in the 
first part of my story, became Hi- 
larion's tyrant The sternest man 
needs a]tparently to be governed by 
some secret sympathy; to grati^ 
LfoncOi to procure him p]aythtn<;s 
and new clothns, t<' protect him from 
the riiliculo and ill troalmrtit of other 
children, in a word, to watch over liim 
and have him always near him, Ki- 
laiion left the port and bales of Ton* 



Ion, and resumed his old profesaioo 
of wiestler, his life of adventore, hk 
spanj^ed waistband, his tinsel dil^ 
dem, and Us aaoisut sobiii^Mt of 

Coq-en-Bois, 

It was in this capacity that he 
Impphucd to perform one day, some 
ten years ago, in the presenoe of 6et> 
lamare, whom chance had brought to 
the fair at Beaucaite. The sinister 
face, harsh vnic<<, and odd pronuncia- 
tion of this iwraonugu certainly did 
not attract the imprttario, and he 
flonld only sdmire the strength of his 
bkeps; bat next day, as Bellaiuate 
was retuniing in a hired cab, he en- 
countered on the road this Hercules 
coming from the quarter where he 
livkl, witii lionce on his shoulderB» 
— Ldoncej ten or twelve years old* 
but too gmnd apriass to (xavel other- 
wise than on tlie hecks of otliers. 
Hilarion Coq-cn-Rois rcmemlvered 
having carritxl the i>ack at the age 
when his protigi made others carry 
him, and not feeling sensibto of solB* 
oient cbsim of mind or attrscttoo of 
character to amuse his pupil, ho did 
what he could for hitn, what he knew 
how \n do, — ho sjtared him all phys- 
ical fatigue, and fatigued himself in> 
stead. Wss he not horn Aesisis ds 
petMf 

\Miile n^^ >rbed in these philo- 
sophical n tl«'< tions, upon the hill W- 
fore' him Caj-cn-Bois perct'i\> d a 
carriage which grased the eilgo of 
the precipioe In sn alarming manner. 
[To judged that the driver of this 
vehicle was asleep, and he fjuirkiMit-d 
his pace; bnt Infure he had time to 
reach it Uie horse took fright at a 
goat, swerved to the right, and dun 
to the leffL It wss aU over with 
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BdhnwN^ for the driver of the oar> 
lilgfl^ while ideep. had dropped the 

Teins. Fortunately Ccxi-en-Iiois Iiad 
hurriedly laid down his burden, had 
banned up, had seized one whtid iu 
]ui mighty gnsp. The horse, which 
bed elnedy loet footings loUedf into 
the abyss alone, tl)<> two sliufU being 

fortunately broken clean ofl' with the 
lines. The cab, stup£)ed by Coq-en- 
Bois, recoiled, and Ikllauare, hiapinj; 
OQt, eav tliat hie nieuer bad one 
bend B w -Bgl f^ by tbe unpveoedrated 
efToit that be had just made, at the 
risk of beiiig involved in the geneml 
ruin. 

Thus commenced their friendship. 
They travdled together as to as 
Xyone, aadtbe wieetler, bdng pr ewod 
with question^, nkted his story. 
Tlie prond Tnoclesty wiUi whirli lit- 
nieuliriiieil tlir liemic ftctiiin.s of lus 
life, Lhul suuiethmg grand ur trivial 
'whioh in eveiy wmd leveeled bis 
DoUe and ndlen ebaiacter, impiesaed 
the artist vividly. 

Bellamore's dream was to discover 
di/Terent types ajid bring them tu 
perfection; he fancied,^ not without 
KaBon,thatanian ao innied to fatigue, 
ao leaigned to all contingencies, so 
firm and so proud, so distrustful and 
BO incorniptible, would bo an invalu- 
ablu factotum fur him and his com- 
pany. Coq-en-Bois, or we will now 
aay Menmbntt^tat the fiiat thing 
Bdlamaie did waa to find hima amt- 
able name, whose euphony would not 
be too strange in his mm, — Moran- 
bois had but one really insupportable 
defect^ the coanenewof bia language. 
He pwrnuaed to oonect it^ and could 
never keep bis word ; but he'displayed 
in BeUamaieTa ierdoe lo many ea- 



aential quaIitiee,8nob m boneefy, de- 

votion.cooiaga»piactioel intelUgeneab « 

that tlio impresario could never con- 
sent to part with him. He even car- 
rikxl his friendship so lar aa to under- 
take to make an actor of lionca. Ha 
could only make him a pretty, empty- 
headed boy, thinly veneered with the 
wit of others, and a somewhut more 
than average perforjnf r ; but be pro- 
cured engflgcmenU iur him in the 
IHOvinee, and even at Fiti% wbrae be 
Bl»]l vegetctea in ina^^ficant rSleaL 
I need not tell yea that tliis self- 
infiitunted personage 1x;lieves hiioself 
tho victim of injustice, that he ac- 
cuses all the mauugei-s of having sac- 
rificed bim through jealousy of bis 
snooeas with women; finally, that ha 
has completely foigotten tho fatherly 
devotion of Moraubois, that he does 
not care a rush for him, and would 
see bim reduced to utter destitution, 
without remembering that he owed 
him evwything. This race of in- 
grates are rendered striking in dni- 
niatic life by their folly ; but does 
uol uuo encounter it elsewhere 7 It 
is my opinion that it abounds every- 
where. 

Motanbois, Bcllamare's right-Iiand 
man, soon found that he had not 
enough to do in travelling as courier 
to engogu the theatres, to pre|>urc the 
lodgings, to make anangements with 
the hotel-keepeis, lamp-moken, baip* • 
dreseeri, and machinigtik to order the 
posters, organize the means of con- 
veyance, etc. He wislied to utilize 
himseli by reason of his strength, 
and on«i fine day Bellamare*e com- 
pany were oonvubed with laughter 
1^ the dedaiation of the ex-ped1cr, 
ex-poiter, es-wrestler, that he bad 
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health enough to act plays into the 
bai;gain. Ofifanded \tf the idtth of 
hit ftndienoe, Iw oallad all the actora 
monthpieces, harlequins, and buf- 
foons (I ooftea the epithets tingu- 
larly). 

They were used to his pecnliari- 
aadhnigbed the mora He grew 
eeriovety angij, end affirmed that he 
could play the biigends of mdodiama 

better than any ona 

""NVhy not?" said liellaniare 
"Learn a idle. Let us rehearse it 
hj oandTee, end we will eee." 

Ifonnboifl made the attempt, and 
gave the roxi^ voice of his part in 
the most satisfftctoiy manner ; but he 
lacked imagination. Ikjllamare fur- 
auhed him with ideaii^ imd taught 
htm to turn IvsMtotel defeete to ae- 
Coillit Tieotable with tliis ingenious 
and persnnsive mnsfcr, Moranbois Tje- 
came a very tolerable brigand for the 
province. He did no injury to Uie 
play, and pleased the populace great- 
ly. Uis aneoeas did not iutoxioafte 
hhiifhou'ovor ; he consented to fdl the 
•most inferior rtlles in theplnys where 
hewn? only a "nlility" TJe never 
thought it beneath him to speak but 
thiee Imes, to repteeent a thief, a 
peaaant, a drunkatd, a workman, in a 
short loene, or even to put on livery 
and rarr}- a letter. This humility 
was all the more toucliing from hh 
secret conviction of being a great 
aetor, — an emmeoiu hut naive belief 
iriueh did not iaeiease his pride; for 
which Bellamare felt grateful to him, 

Bnt I have not yot told yon the 
oddest result of thiB association Iko- 
twecn a person of exquisite tact and 
cn1tnre» like Bellamare, and the 
jnggedp ill-diesaed being, alwaja im- 



possible in liis manner and language, 
whose portndi I am aket^ing for 
yon. BeUamare, who sees and oIh 

serves everything, without appearing 
to notice anytliin<f, discovered that 
M. Ililariou Moraiibois was a very 
keen and accurate critic. Wlien 
visiting the Peris Uieatre in his 
company, he was stniek with his 
judgment on the plays, and his just 
appreciation of tlie actors. He took 
him to the mtiseum, to see if he 
had discernment oateide the theatre ; 
Monabois stopped instiaetively be- 
fore the paintings of the masters, 
and was enthusiastic over the Greek 
statues and the lioman busts. Ho 
could not state what constituted tlio 
ideal Hid what the lealistiob hot he 
expressed the diflbrenoe in his own 
way, and Bellamare perceived that 
ho had understood it tliornufrlily. ' 

He consulted him m regard to' 
the spirit and sense of monuments, 
and the art of soenis dooonliom and 
found fiim ftiU of suggestions and 
invention. It wa.s r-etUed; the sp^ 
cialty of Moranbois was revealed. 
He wfw pre-eminently the man of 
good advice and prompt apprecia" 
tion. When he wita o sss d a le- 
hearsal at Paris, — where he aooom- 
panied his manager evetywhwe, — 
in ten word'?, Tnr^sfly comr*;'? and 
brut^il, lie told liellamare what paits 
of tlie play would fail, and wliich 
would be 8aooe8sfnl,1md wlmt woold 
be its final fate. He never made a 
mistake. He was, in himself, tho 
susceptible, vibrating public, <«itnple 
and uncorniptcfl ; penerous toward 
the slightest elTort, cruel toward the 
least falling off; always remly to 
hii^ or to eiy, hat itmorseless 
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when tbej bored him. He iraa in- 
stinct peraonified. Hi« jttind, still 
undeveloped in mature sge, was like 

a thermometer of the crowd. Wlmt 
autliors of high literary rank would 
Imw thooglit of ooiiBiillii^ this man, 
with ft long aquiliiM wm^ dented 

head, sprinkled with thin locks, a 
hrown sunken cheek, small liollow 
eyea, keen and gloomy ; tins buuibre 
personage in rough coat, waistcoat ot 
Sooich' -plaid, and tumbled cravat, 
with bands innooent of gloves, who 
kept in a comer with the machinists, 
and who might have been taken for 
the least attentive of them? And 
bad yott said to tliia literary tiitt, 
"The poor devil that yon see yoa- 
der, who bears and judg^ you, is a 
former mountebank, who balanced a 
carriage-wheel upon his chin, and 
juggled with cannon-balls, by no 
jueans hollow ; ah well, ask bim his 
ofrfnlon sod follow it; he is the 
embodied public^ liy whom you will 
be hissed or bonie in trinmpli ! " — 
what surprise thcRc mristersoi" the a t 
would testify, what scorn |)erhaps I 

Bellamaie ooosulted Honnbob 
like an oracle, and the oracle was 
■ infallible. I have related to you 
this long history, T liave told yon 
all these details, and allowed inyst lf 
this digression, to give you au idua 
of thai inteUeetosl- Bohemin of the 
stage whidi is raemited from all 
nlamiDB, consequently from both ex- 
tremes of the social scale. Tlie most 
diflerent dtiijtinies, the n^ogt dissimi- 
lar educations, tlie most oppu«itc 
Ihottlties, seem canried thiUier. like 
ttie various niina that the tide drifts 
and hoips up at random ui>on a 
locL Fnm these fingmenta of a 



worid of dei|d passion, disappmnted 
ambition, spODtSneons growths, ai>- 

dent dreams, glooiny despair, men- 
tal maladies, luai'veUou.s unloldings, 
mad, sublime, or stupid lu^pi rations, 
is teated the fairy pdaee called dn*- 
matie arfe» the senctuaty of splendid 
or miserable fiction, open to all the 
winds of heaven. It is something i 
fleeting as a dream, confused as a 
chaos, where all tiiat is false is 
linked to the xepresentation of the 
true; when the poiide of the sun- 
set and the azure of the night are 
the result of electricity ; where the 
trees are painted canvas, tlie mj^t a 
screen of gauze, the rocks and colon- 
nades of distemper; jon are awaie 
of this, you know all the artifice^ 
you see through all the tricks, but 
what you do not know is the ])han- 
tasuagoria of moral life which hves 
tliere with a life as artificial as the 
rest This bent old man with a 
cracked voice and doll eye, who 
makes a thousand 8]>cctitors say 
every evening, " Where have they 
tislicd Up that old fellow who plays 
an octogenarian to the life, and wto 
still preservee his memoiy f ** is a 
young man of twenty-five, who has 
all his teeth and all his luiir, wiio 
is fresh and healthy, *nd whoiu his 
mistress expects when he shall havu 
wii)ed oir his wrinkles, snd pisoed 
his fiilae bald head upon a wooden^ 
block. lie straightens himself and 
sings with a niiinly voice, going 
iluwn stairs four steps at a time, 
liia role uf old man is easy fur him, 
luid does not diminish his' gayoty. 
In contrast with him you aihnired 
that luind.soroe conquering hero, 
whoso fiery eye and ftesh. voice 
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express passion and triumpUant gal- 
lantij. AImI hs Im been young 
them foitj JMM* and his love-nwk- 

ing cosls him very dear. This ex- 
rplli lit comedian, who nmVfa yoii 
nearly ilie of laughter, is n wretch 
who thinks of suicide, or seeks 
foisetfiilneH ia intozioBtaeii. Ihis 
tliifd^rate valeW whose ebaucAl em- 
ployniL'iit consists in rocolviiii,' kicks 
ill tlie back, is a Bcliolar who makes 
arcluBuldgicnl rewarrOieg of great 
importance, or an aiiti(|^uariau wlio 
coUecte mie wwha. That other, who 
lepfofleute the tynuits or the ^(ois, 
is a father of a family who UAsm ht» 
children into the country whonnver 
he has a day of leisure. There is 
another who |)aints cliarmiugly, auil 
who acts the grooen' parts ; another, 
who rep wwo to pwione of h^ mnk. 
dukes and princes, has a paaaion for 
dip^s or for nti«^1iiig ; others nre 
sportsmen, oarsmen, pianists, engi- 
neers, what not And the ladiea ? 
Tltia one ia aooiirtesan, and plnys the 
partof M^niwto pecfeetioa That is 
a lespectaUe matron, and personates 
cottrto'^ivTis ndmirahly. • Tlris ono has 
a wonderful elegance and purity of 
diction; she can scarcely rend her 
pnrts, and undeistanda not the first 
word of them. That one speaks 
hatlly, and seems to lack intelli- 
gence; she is very thoroughly edu- 
cated, and fit to keep a boarding- 
schooL Uore is an austere dueuim ; 
she is a 8i>eaker of dotAkt-^iUaidnf. 
Thoio is a plump, hold {leasant-girl, 
a sprightly waiting • maid ; hush, 
these are perfect devotees, jwrliaps 
mystic doves of Father Three-.St4ti«. 
who nuikes a specialty of theatrical 
conversions. 



So everything in this pretended 
life belonging to the stage is eontiaatk 
empty sesmiaig; ami antluwised decep- 
tion. Sometimes, again, the actor 
so identifies luTiiscIf witii his diame- 
ter, that he never throws it off. Such 
a one, who cared only for pipe and 
billiards, becomes a profowid politi- 
cian, because he hsa aeted graven 
historical |iarts. Such another, who 
bclifn od himself a radical republican, 
Ikjcouhj.h conaenative, l>ecause he 
plays liuaucial roles. Thus, con- 
trasts are sometimes effiued ; fiction 
and reality become oonfoonded in a 
mail to such a point that he who 
deserves a Monthyon ]>rize would 
renounce his profession sooner than 
consent to perform a bad action on 
the stage; sometimes contrast leaches 
Uie last limitk where the most nnaelf- 
ish of men ea& excel in pewonatmg 
Shylock. 

I had a brother actor who had 
been a Troppisb for some years, and 
related atnu^ and nma&tie inei* 
dents to me abont the inner life of 

convents. It appears that monastio 

life is also a rock where the most in- 
congruous fragments of human society 
are stmnded, and that the caprices 
of destiny are there pemooified, very 
mneh as in the theatn; but there^ 
everything dies out and ceases to 
exist ; the stupefying influence of 
uniformity puts an end to all ec- 
centricity, in dramatic hfe noth- 
ing is oonfoundod, bat all stands out 
in brood relief; individnality grows 
more and more distinct There are 
if)lo9 for each, and ovi»n T, who tell 
you this, have been peasant, student, 
actor, peasant again, peasant for- 
ever, perhaps, but peasant henceforth 
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agninst my will In what 80Ci«] (dialogue, he declared at lehannlllMt 

seritj.s coulii T be reckoned? Ever}" | Madeiiiuiselle Antia did not auswer 



one who jtasses thruugh convent ur 
th^tre ia, with few exceptions, fgr- 



Let ua return to the tronpe of Bel- 
lanme. He bad at tliat tine * 
grand premier rMe who cost him a 

great deal, and caused him no email 
trouble. He enduied him, in the 
hope thfti I could ie||lMe him et 
the wd of the qnarter. Hue penmi, 
-wlio WM Still handsome, though no 
longer young, did not lack talent; 
unfortunately, his mania was to ob- 
ject tu it in any one but himself. He 
teliearaed like en euMtenr, intboot 
ever attending to his own ^j^e^ ao 
intent was he on watchiiig those of 
others, in onler to suppress or paralyze 
them. In tlie province, tliey often 
abbreviate tlie text of the plays that 
thejr perform, seeordiap to die ability 
of theii p e rf onn en» or the auacapti* 
MUty of the local public; they cut out 
wortls that would be mi9nndcr8tof)d 
or ill received, situations that would 
ret^uire impossible scenury, untiro 
iflte that aie huddng in the company. 
These wasnieo, ii^g^ioas w abenrd, 
■aeordmg to the skill of the director, 
very frequently pass nnpereeived. 
Laml)es<[, our leading actor, had only 
one idea iu hia lieod, — tu eifuue all 
the parts except his own. In a seme 
for tktue, he wished to appropriate 
the cue of the second interlocutor ; in 
a dialogue, he wished to monopolize 
both (Question and answer. I stiall 
always raneniber the ninth aoene of 
the third act of tlw "Marriage of 
Jliffato** wlicro the gnice and pretti- 
ness of Ruznnnp offcTtilfd bini Tn 

tlus scene, cut up into t«ne and lively 



srMin enough, and his own part 
dragged on that uceount. So he pro- 
posed veiy seriouiily to modiff It 
thus. Hear lint how die dialogne 
baginB: — 

SuzANMK, hnaUden. 
My hnd 1^ paidon, my hwdl 

COUKT Almaviva. 
What is itk mademoisellet 

Ton are angry t 

Tub Count. 
Yon wish somelliing, apparency I 

SUZANNK. 

My mistress has the hysterics. 
I came to aak yon to lend ns your 
amelling-boCtto. I will bring it hsdc 
directly. 

The Coukt. 
No, no, keep it for yourself. It 
may perhaiw be useful to you, eto. 

liintltesci delormined not to allow 
Suzanne to &ay a word. Scarcely 
liad she Idt tlie greennom, when he 
forestslled her by ciying out : — 

• What it it, vmdcinoi»cUc f Ya» 
see me anyry ! your mislnss hug hi/s- 
tcric^ ! She tnsltcs me to lentl her wy 
snuiiing-boUU ! Ah tccil, here it is, 
hU d9 not hrinff U ted; hep it for 
yunnn^l It nu^ h» ntefiU to you " 

Ttie entire scene, four poges in 
b'ui^th, was thus contiaued iu mono- 
lug ua 

" Why not ? " said Lambesq ; * Al- 
meviva is a rotiS; then he is not a 
fooL He knows very well that Su- 

/.anne seeks him on some futile pre- 
text This pretext is tlie rurves of 
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madam. Since he always lias r 
smelling-bottle about him, he und^r- 
. stands furtlier thtt slie lias come to 
bonow it In tlio ooune of the 
scene he has a surprise, howerw. It 
is at the moment when Suzanne en- 
rnHrngM him; but is there any need 
of Suzanne's speaking ? Cannot her 
admirer snffldentlj inlerprafe sad 
tnuidste lier eiyes^ her smiley her 
simulated otmfiisioiL See hdw well 
it goes r 

And ho recited tlu remainder of 
the dialoj^ue as foUowa ; — 

" IJ you would emimU to ktwrmi 
... I» U mi pour dnitf to heat iir 
Xxedlewttft . . . Why, then, cruel girl, 
hnvf yon not said it soonrr ? Thtt 
it is never too late to tell the truth. 
You tvill repair to Uu, garden at twi- 
light; do you fisl ioidk ihtm «9ay 
«9timgt JSw <rMl0i SM «» AonUjf 
ihit morning ! .: . It is true that tlu 
page was behind the arm-chair ! You 
are right, I forgot it f . . . Jfmrcrer, 
listen, stocctiuart, no rendezvous, no 
dowry, no numriafft I Yo^ told me, 

NO MA1t1UiL0B».llO MABTIB'S lUOaTB. 

Wliere dof,<! slie ratrh np what she 
sags I On my honor, JfJmll dole upon 
her ! . . . But your mistress atvaiis 
this hoUU; ddieims creature, I will 
ombmeeyou . . . Smhiothowortdt—^ 

Thus coolly did Lambcsq adapt 
IJeaumarclinis nml other writers, an- 
cient or modern, when he fell in witli 
a tnmpe where ho was allowed free 
pla7> BeUamare would not suffer it, 
atid he regarded B^llamare as a stu- 
pid, obstinate routinist. He lost his 
tamper, sulked, spoiled the rehearsals, 
and during the performance no one 
knew whst folly he would improvise 



to dL'T)lay hifhself, and sound the 
stubborn spectator 1)y a j>ersi8teut 
underlining of words, glances, and 
gestures, whldi wss not siwsTs s^ 
proved of, but wliich forced all his 
discoiiccrtod conn-ndes to yield him 
the monopoly of tlic cffr/-t. 

Another leading actor, who person- 
sted ttb win the lovci^, logicians, and 
traitoni, was Ldon, whoea sols rosom- 
blance to Ldonoe wss in his nsme. 
Ldon was handsome, good, brave, and 
generous, lie loved the art, and uu- 
deistood it, but lie did not love the 
profession, end he was hafaitnsllj 
melancholj. > He helieved himsdf 
created for some loftier expression of 
his intellect than rcritinrr rAles. He 
wrote plnj's that we souk timoa acted, 
and which were not wiUiout merit ; 
but n timiditj thai was, so to speak, 
kUwuo, s self-distroai tiiat bordered 
on inertia, prevented him from pub- 
lishing them. He belonged to a 
good family and was well educated. 
A diflerence with Ids parents had 
thrown him on the stags. He was 
mudi loved, tsij nssfnl, and greefly 
esteemed; however, he was nevw 
happy, and lived wrapped up in him- 
self. I exerted myself to gain his 
friendship, and obtained it : I know 
not whether I have pte s e r red it 

Madame Bidgine, who^ from time 
to time, had taken second and thild 
rato ]inrt.s at the Od(?on, was a mem- 
ber ol" our company, and played tlic 
leading parts in the province. She 
acted PbMre^ Athalie^ ClytemneetnL j 
She was neither young nor handsonM. 
spoke a little too thickly, and lacked 
dignity, hut she had spirit and confi- 
dence, and gained the applause of the 
audience b^ main foroe. She was a 
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very good^iuitiisBd pteMn^ of •affl-* 
dently avenge momUty, gemioiw 
heart, great appetite, inexhaustible 

gayety, and iron constitution. Slie 
was very devoted to Ikllaiuare, and 
on very good terms witb \a, render- 
iog hecedf ueefnl or agreeeble to •]]« 
but inclined to take adviiifcage of 
everybody, now and then. 

Jsabelle Champlain, styled Lu- 
cinde, personated fashionable oo- 
qiietfei. She was very handaome. 
vith the eKoeptMrnof too longa noie. 
Hub nose could never sc>cure an en- 
gagement at Paris : a physical defect 
condemns much real talent to per- 
pebial banishment in the province 
Locinde wee not Ml oidinaiy person. 
She understood her rfiles, she had & 
fine voio^ die epolce veil, and dressed 
with elegance and taste. Supported 
by a rich wino-£px)wer, who, being 
married in Burgundy, could not main- 
tain her near him, die me ve^feith* 
ful to him, pertly htm pnidMioe, 
pBrtly from love of her art and of her 
person. She was anxious to preserve 
her full voice, her fine form, and won 
derful memory. liuuest and avori- 
doiMf iidflsh end eold, ahe neithw 
benefited nor injuxed othera. Her 
eenrfee «t the fheetn mu moefc ee- 
eiduons. There was never any cause 
to reproach her ; hnt she was very 
eager in the aiiungement of terms, 
end demanded a leige salary. We 
hed a pieitj eouhiette^ arch, lively, 
and quick as a rocket on the stage. 
In real life, Anna Tvcroy wa.s a senti- 
mental blonde, who read romances, 
end waa always struggling with some 
nnhaj^y peedon. Koir ahe loved 
lembeaq, now Lfon, now ma She 
waa ao aineere and swee^ that I 



never iUgned to be in love with her 
I reapeeted her: JAou eeomed her» 

because Lambr'.sq hod compromised 
and humiliated lier. She lived in 
tears, awaiting a new love, which al- 
ways recommenced the series of her 
deceptiona end her Tftmttitatifme. 

So the maaculine r6lea weie ene> 
tained by BeUamar^ Moranhoia^ 
Tiimbesq, Ldon, and myself ; the 
feminine parts by Ri^gine, Imi Liia, 
Lacinde, Mid Auua. A drc^i^ng- 
maid, who aerved them all, whom 
they called Za PieanU, pkyed the 
silent parts, or those of only three or 
four words. Tlie man who ]M>rformed 
the same offices for us, and who, out- 
side the theatre, had been for a long 
time etteehed to BeUemare in the 
capacity of body-servant, must not 
bo passed over in silence. He bore 
the strange nickname of Purpurin, 
and styled himself Purpurino Fu:t- 
purini, a Yenetien noMemen. TUa 
jeet^ of whoee or^in I am ignorant^— 
he did not know it himself, — had 
become reality in his mind. Never 
hnvinc^ known of any relative, except 
a great-imcle, who had been, he said, 
under amtUmi hajf'heq/tt in the 
etehlee of Lode XYL, he waa pef^ 
suaded, by some association of Ideea 
difficult to nnderetand, that he might 
be of Venetian origin and patrician 
descent Uellaiuare rululed Purpu- 
rin's strange notions pleaaantly, with« 
out aeeking to expletn theno. Hub 
person, he said, amused him by put- 
ting him out of patience, and he bad 
the privilege of always astonishing 
him by some folly impossible to 
foteeee, or by eome fimoy impoeaiUe 
to account for. In fact, he was a 
thorough blockhead, three fonitha 
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Idiofk fnll of esteem for himself and 
scorn for llxMe iMUMtli him. His 

only virtue was his love for Bella- 
mare, and he would have shared, 
if necessary, liis worst misfortunes 
with a superstitious confidence in 
Us destiiij'. 

"ll BeUamare," he would «ty, 
" must needs be what he is, that is, 
a man of courage and genius, for me 
to Lave attacked myself to the per- 
son of an actor«-— I who have aorved 
Id giind hooaes in th* Vvabonrg 
Saint-Qeniiain, and to a i^ablicon, 
— I who am bom Ihther 

to son." 

If he had been met with the 
objection, that^ being of Yanetian 
orijgin, he dioold be npnUieaa on 
principle, lie would have been great- 
ly astonished, and replied by some 
argument taken fmm the history of 
China, or the Apocalypse ; for he was 
never silenced, and his replies were 
80 xSieAj inooiiNqiMBlv that who- 
ever aigued with him wia himself 
nonplussed. 

" He always shuts ray mouth by 
the wandering of his wits," declared 
Bellamare. " One daj whmi I asked 
him why he Brought me Wm stoek" 
ings to play Figaro^ he replied tliat 
' M. Lanil>c.sr[ looked very well with 
long hair' Another time, when 1 
was complaining of the headache, he 
pietsnded tbat it vie Uie fruit oT the 
haiber, who had dunred him hadly. 
And that is alwaya the ^ay, lOce a 

^me of cro5?'?-pnrposcs." 

Purpunn made himself useful on 
the stage, however ; he played the 
rimpletoiMi^ end played them with 
andi ut utter mweoastroctiQni, mak- 
ing use of his natnml wen-qualified 



manner to roproaout the afanplicity 
of hmdiawcte^thatheunflonaoioua- 

ly succeeded in being veiy. comic. 
It was always the same face, that of 
a foul, namely, his own, that he dis- 
played to Uie pubhc, and the public 
did not suspect the innocence of the 
proceedmg. They fancied that For* 
purin created this burlesque type, 
and they thought it very amusing. 

You imagine, perhaps, that a suc- 
oeia aeqniied in dieaply satisfied the 
self-love of Puipurint Far fiom it. 
He was unintentionally ludicrous, 
and de^piscnl liig rSle profoundly 
He had :^ passion for blank vprse, 
and dieiuned only of tragedy and 
tragic parts. He totmanted Balla- 
maie and M oianboia to let him 
hearse Thdram^ne, and I must aay 
that this role thus rendered would 
have created a sensation, for it was 
impossible to conceive of anything 
more astonishing and more side- 
splittini^ 

Bellamare's company was very eo> 
centric. It played a little of every- 
thing, — the drama, modem comedy, 
vaudeville, classic tragedy, and com- 
edy. The repertory was conaiden- 
hle, and was renewed thiou^^hout 
with incredible facility. Familiar 
with the province and the tastes of 
different places, Bellamare adnpfi'd 
wonderfully to this varied pubhc 
the choice of the weiki with wiiiflli 
it ftuaished him. Certain towna 

like only the pathetie or the terrlhle i 
others, again, care only for the hur- 
lasquo ; others prefer new plays, the 
lal^si productions, coming from the 
capital; othem atiU are alaaaieal, 
and wiah for alaiandriHeB^ 
The fint qualities whkh BsUa- 
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mara requirad in hia acton wem 

quickness in learning their parts, 
ftnd (I M tlity for the mite en acine. 
lie knew lliat it was imposaiblo to 
bring out in the, province a troupe 
oompond of fintdMS aotmn, Irak 1m 
■Ibo knew that whftt is diie6y want- 
ing in the representations of stroll- 
ing artists is the general effect ; antl 
he appliui all liis strength of will to 
obtain this: by which means, with 
ttferaee ipedamt^ he iuetieeded in 
producing playa well laatoed and 
well acted. 

We opened our performaiice^ at 
Orleans, and there I made my Uebut, 
befoxe a acanty and diapiriting andi- 
enoa I was not much iiigliteiMd, 
liowever ; Imp^ria was absent She 
had left V-xrh first, to visit her un- 
happy fallier, i 8upi)O30 ; and slie 
would uot rejoin us until the third 
day. 

It was • gnat lelief to me not to 
make my first venture in the pres- 
ence of a judge whom I drejided 
more tlian all tlse world bcijide. 
Moreover, I caiue out in a role of 
amall importanoe, one of IL Sciibe'a 
inngnifiMint loTeia. It oolj needs 
some addieaa, and, thanks to fidla- 
mare, my personal appearance was 
all it should be. But I fult that I 
was very cold, and, in the second 
act; I became oompletctly fiesen on 
djaoovering tlie pietty graceful head 
of Impark, who was looking out at 
me, from the side scene. She lunl 
arrived a moment before, and know- 
ing how much Bellamare was inters 
flsted in me» ahe alee felt an inteieat 
in my d^ul She listened to me, 

she studied me ; nothing could es- 
cape her examination. £veiythiug 



aee n a e d to spin roand before my 

eyes, which, probably, became con- 
fused and wild. I felt as if flooded 
witli liglit, altljougli llie illuniiuiition 
was not biilliaut, and I could iiavc 
wiabad to hide mywif in any twi- 
light which woold have veiled my 
defects. Hie fear of l»eiiig lidienloos * 
paralyzed nie, and when T should 
liave shown a little passion, I felt 
that my acting was so ttwkward aud 
so had« tiiatl had e mad impulse to 
escape into the greenroom; I can- 
not say how I regained it, or if I 
shortened my part. 1 was ready to 
lamt; I staggered like a drunken 
man.. Bellamare was enfceriqg on 
the stage ; he had only time to my 
to me in passing ; — 

" Courage ! that was very well ! " 

"No, it was very bad," I said to 
Imp^riSy who extended her hand to 
me, as if to sustain ma ; "have I not 
been bed, superktively bad t " 

" Rah 1 " she answered, " yon am 
timid, that is all; certainly more 
timid tlian 1 would have Iwjliev^, 
aud uioi'e Ihuu yuu yuuri>elf expected 
piobeUy. It is always so, but it 
passes off with hebit" 

I luui passed unnotaoed with the 
public, but not witli my companions. 
Ivdon, who aheady loved me, was 
sad. Lambesq, who already detested 
me, was ndiant; be aJTeeted to pity 
me. shunned me ; he did not 

feel the courage to address me ; 
gine said unceremoniously, " What 
a pity tliat he should have an empty 
stomaoh I such n handsome fellow I * 

Even Purpurin mutf^red between 
his teeth: "It is not M. Lawrence 
who will cast M, Talma into the 
shade just yet I** 
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I was retiring sadly to ray gar- 
ret, certain tliat I should not close 
my eyes til niglit, when Monnbob 
called ma to taks a hetk with him. 
I longed only to hide niyMlf, and I 

lefnsed. 

" You are proud," said he, " be- 
. cause you liavo been at coUege, while 
I was Inoughfe vp on tiia dunghill I " 

*'ir ymi laka it ao." I replied, <* I 
-will diink anything joa viah." 

"Wlien we were seated in a comer 
of the hrowery, " I wish to speak to 
you," lie said ; " and it is in the name 
of Bellamato, who haa not time this 
evening. Muat he not he citatteiing 
with this princeaa that he calls hia 
dauglitcr ? " 

"Is it of Matk'tiioisclle Irap^Jria 
that you 8|)cak in that fashion ? " 

* Yea. I pennitmyaeV that liber^ 
ty, with your kav^ youngster I Im- 
pdiia is no more to me tiian any one 
else. Slie doe"? iiothinf^ wroiif» ns 
yet ; lint initicnce, licr turn will come, 
and Bulhuiinro, wlio always sees an- 
gda liovering ahovo hw, will find 
out later that he muat not trust in 
nny laughter of the theatre, let her 
stockings be of silk or all in holes. 
Hut enougli of tliat ; l»cllamaiT 
charged ine tu cbusole you fur yuur 
misadventure of this evening. The 
fact is, you were veiy had. I expect- 
ed that, hut you have gone beyond 
my exj>cct;Uii)ns." 

" If this is the way you console 
me — 

"Does mooaiettr want oompli- 
ments?" 
"I know that I was detestable; 

and I am mortified, profonntlly mor- 
. tificd by it What pleasure can you 
find in increasiug it ? " 



" If you take it in that way, little 
one, that is another thing. Tell me, 
then, why, having rehearsed passably, 
you became all at onoe ao cdd end 
gloomy ? " 

" liow do I know f Oaa timiditj 
be accounted for ? " 

" Ah, here it ia ! You bad gone 
ao far without emhanasamentk and 
believing youiaelf above your audi« 
ence. You were like the savage who 
ilriiiks wine without knowing that it 
will make him tipsy. Ah well! dis- 
trust yourself in future. Have your 
fright bdiotdiand, and you will have 
leaa on the stage. Ihe ttibate moat 
be paidi either in advance or at the 
time. I say this for yonr good, and 
on the ])art of your director. He be- 
lieves that notliing is lost, and that 
you win do better next tima" 

"He bdievca itbecanse he isgpod, 
indulgent^ and an optimist ; but yon, 
who are candid, do not believe a 
word of it," 

" Do you wisli me to tell you your 
trouble, widiont mincing vaMm t ** ' 

"Yes, un me everything." 

'*W(BiP, then, my hoy, you will 
<i"vor succeed 40 Icwg as you wish to 
jtlLiise Tmp<'ria.'' 

And as, surprised by the penetra- 
tion of this Huenlea, my hand ahook, 
in aetting down my glaas, ho added, 
fixing his pak and steady eyes on 
mine: "You aro n5t^iinshe<l that 
Moranlxiis sees clearer than the oth- 
ers ? It is even so; he sees every- 
thing. You are 

young lady; you an with us to be 

near her. It is an aflbcted creature, 
and a true caholiru, who W^k^? only 
for success. Wlien one doca not • 
work for the aolc pleasure of doin^ 
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^rdlt 'OM vodv badly, you see ; and 
when h» does it fiw the sake of « 
woman, ho only eommits follies. I 
have warned you : that is enough. I 
have nothing more to say to you " 

And he ielt me, without ailowiug 
no to aaiwar. 

I had kuure to nie(!itate on the 
sad consequence of niy failure, for I 
could not sleep all night. My mis- 
hap naturally assumed inordinate 
proportion* in my eyea. Sleepless- 
naaa ia a magnifying-glaM whidi, on 
the walb of the bnun« exeggentes 
linirs to heams, or an ant to a hipjx>- 
potaraus. I hegan to doze, only to 
awake wilh a start, beneath a shower 
of apples, which a gust of nind Umr 
even orer my beddotfaen Some- 
timee it aeemed to me as if, in this 
good town of Orleans, ■where certain- 
ly no one thought of rae, they were 
walking through the streets with lan- 
tnns in their hands, and that the ob* 
jeet of thia iUumination waa that all 
the citizens might assemble and aay, 
" Die) yoTi notice how bad that young 
actor was in the comedy ? " 

You were not bad," said Ldon to 
in^ next day. "Toameidyloetdie 
opportnnify to be good." 

" But can one be good in ao weak 
a rdle ? " 

" One can play it properly ; that i.s, 
seek the exact limit ut lite diameter. 
Ton found Ihet boondaiy at leheaia- 
oL Why did yon atop ahmt of it f" 

" I was paralyzed." 

"It is a very slight accident, and 
may perhaps l;e the only one. Try 
not to do like me, who, since the be- 
giuniug, have Ikiled, nevw to letiieve 
myself again." 

"WhetisthatTOiiBijf Iflhad 



a quarter of your telml^ I ahonld* 
think myeelf veiy^furtuiatei'' 

" My dear Lawrence, I liave not 

the sli iduw of tjtletit Do not s^icak 
'I lit it, it sadiieus me, and docs no 

uo<i" 

Aa he really seemed aad, I daied 

not insist, lie was one of thoeo who 

will nut be consoled. But how sur- 
prised 1 waa by his discouragement I 
What had he then aspired to, since 
he waa not content with auccess ia 
all hie (Olee, and had more parte at 
his disposal than he cared for ? 

T asked Bellamare's opinion on the 
subject. He conaideied e littK ond 
replied 

*'Lfon apeaks and ttiinks like a 
man of diaafipointed ambition. Te 

Iiear him, one would often fancy him 
ungmteful ; but when you see him 
act, you feel the lofty generosity of a 
noble character. So I can only at- 
tribnte hk diignat with life to eone 
moibid tendency of hie tempenmeni 
If he were ut the topmoet round of 
the ladder, at the pinn:u !c of every 
species of triumph, ho would still l»e 
dreaming of some purer glory, though 
to find it he mjght have to go to the 
moon. Bnt let ue talk of yoiiiaelf» 
my boy. You weae piit out last 
niglit. That i.s no matter. You 
must learn your lesson over, and be- 
gin again to-morrow. This tiiue, you 
have a better pert in the eecond pky, 
and can letrieve yonmelt'* 

Instead of makii^ amends, I waa 
colder than at my dihut. The same 
terror took possession of me, although 
I entered ou Ihu stage witliout ap- 
parent emotion. My face and peieoa 
sustained tlio public gaze without 
conliiaien,and I appeeied enffioien^y 
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nft inj ease. Ae aoon as my own 

voico struck my ear, my head wliirled 
<iizzily I hastened to recite my r61e 
like a task from which I longed to he 
rid, and produced on the apecteior 
the efltet of a edf-enffieieiil genUe* 
man, who deepiiee hie Budienioe^ and 
takes no pnina wttli his performance. 

The actor's eniWrrassment assumes 
every imaginable fonn, contrary to 
liis purpoee. There is no false ap- 
peaianoe that it does not honow, no 
He that it does not mvent for its dis- 
guise. The pliPnomenon it ■wroiir»ht. 
in my case was tlio moat grievous 
which could have liappened to me ; 
for I -was genoindy modest and de- 
flirons of doing irell, while I ^ns ood- 
demned to Uw mask of impertinence. 
The condition was not absolutely new 
to Bcllaniare, wlio Imd scon every- 
thing in Uic course of hia strolling 
pvofeasorship; nevectbeless^ I afforded 
40 glaxing an instance of tl»t he 
ms somewhat taken ahacl^ and I 
read in his expressive glance more 
, compAssion than encouragement 

As for me, I was so thoroughly 
▼retched, that my companions sought 
to console me. Moianbois himself, 
after his characteristic fashion, said a 
fiew encoumging wonis ; but Imp<5ria 
said notliing, nnd that cut me to the 
quick. In all other respects she 
telked to me with sweetness and 
good-will; only she shmined the 
least allusion to my disaster, and I 
knew not what to think of her opin- 
ion of my future. I resolved to >in- 
hurden my mind, and made hold to 
seek a UU-M^ with hec 

It was muck earier to find an op- 
portunity for this in the province 
than in Paris. If the lot of inferior 



companies is tmhappy and diilwes 
ing, that of those who are merely 
passable is veiy agreeable, in the 
generality of towns. For those wliich 
have no penuanant theatre the ani> 
Tal of a Stirling ttonpe ia.alwaya an 
event Besides, there is evetywkere 
a certain number of amatmrs who 
have a passion, not so much for act- 
ing as for actors. Everywhere, the 
young men of bmfly attempt to kor- 
er and stmt akont tiw aetraesss. 
Eveiywkeieb also, there are lUeraiy 
persons, young or old, with unpub- 
lished manuscripts iu their pockets, 
who, without iiopmg to secure tiicir 
perfonaanoe^ dream aft Issst of the 
delightful pleasnm of reading them 
to actors. Whence ensued relations 
in which tlioso interested natumlly 
bore r11 tlic' expense'^, invitatiniia, 
country excursions, wxtix iiuntiug, 
fishing, dinnen^ «id entettainnieiitay 

amusements wen always vwy gay, 

thanks to the pood-humor of the 
actors, who knew how to escape with 
tact from literaty wasp's-nests ; and 
tb the (x>quetry of the actrasseSk wko 
knew kpw to avoid the piifalla of 
gallantly, when it leemsd adnaa^ 
ble. 

Beilamaro hotl no objection to these 
pleasure-parties, lie was too well 
known eveiywheK to he aeenaed of 
taking any mean advantage Hie 
wit and knowledge were a full equiv- 
nleiit, nnfl his good advice woll worth 
all the dumera in the wtirlii. They ' 
knew that he was very fatherly with 
his fMRsmmafm wd he wss mnfy 
invited without the «st of us. Vii- 
gine loved good eating, and Lucinde 
to make fine toiieta; hut L^on, 
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fond of solitude, fastidious m the 
ohoioe of hia ftoqnaintancey and son- 
•itivdy proud, deeUnid almart all 

thu invttatious. Iforaabins, who \vas 
the busiest of the company, and wlio, 
besides, did not like the constraint 
of good society, prefurred to rest ou 
hour or two at the e«{/% with Purpu- 
rino Farpiuiiu, on whom he lavished 
feoxfiU invectives while regaling him, 
and who treat^jd him in return with 
profound disdain. These two irrecon- 
cilable enemies could never do with- 
out each other, for acme vnknown 
reason. 

T confess that on receiving the 
first collective invitation, in wliich 
our manager included me, I was 
atrongly inclined to follow Ldon's 
example. I had not^ like him. Uio 
ideas and hahits of a gentleman, but 
I bod preserved tliu j>ride of the 
peasant, who dislikes to receive what 
he, cannot return. L^on did nut 
Uame DellAiiiarB for loving this joy- 
ouB and easy life, since ho brightened 
it with the li^lit of his intelligence 
and the cliarm of his jilayfuliit'ss ; 
but he considered liimsflf ilisaj^n ra- 
ble, and nothing was more tedious, 
according to him, than an ill-humored 
paiaaito. 

I had not ttio same motive for en- 
tertaining scruples. T was naturally 
gtiy ; but, as ati artist, T had, as yet, 
shown only my defects. I was, per- 
haps, doomed to be a nonentity. I 
had no right to the cordial reception 
• Tonduafed to the others. Discretion 
would have commaiuL'd me, tlieii, to 
abstain; but Imjidria waa at all tliesc 
entertainments, and I decided tu juin 
diem, however my pride might suf- 
fer I aaw plainly thalt lion disap- 



proved of me. I pre tended not to 
notioe it 

The that party waa e^ven na hj 
some ganiaoB officers, a lialf-tlozen 
of whom came to invite us In a pic- 
nic which they lunl }>coii j»luiiiiing 
among themselves lur a lou^ timfr 
It was all ananged witli vta, when 
Captain Vachard, the highest in com- 
mand, changed the project from a 
boating excursion, witli dinner on the 
grass, to that of a regatta oii tJie wa- 
ters of liis brother, Baron Vachardt, 
who had a coontiy-aeat, and a park 
intersected by a small arm of the 
Loire. Tlie ofier did not greatly 
please the others, hut anwiuj the niil- 
ilary they do not consult their own 
preference when a suxxsrior is of tfi0 
party and they had to renounoe the 
picnic to' acc^t the Baran*a invitOi- 
tifjii. It was privately suggested to 
us that tlie Captain much preferred 
dispensing the hospitality of Ids 
brothei^a larder and wine-oeUar to 
pay in hia share of the costs, and 
that he amused himaelf only at tlie 
exponsG of (itliei's. 

'J'liese fii-st ideas which I rt i civod 
of tlio Ciiptam's character preju<iiced 
me BO strongly against him, that I 
proposed to renonnco tlie fSte. L6on 
expressed himself very plainly as to 
our folly in Hubniitting to the whim 
of such a miserly A llow. Tm]i(5ria 
said tliat she would do M-iiati v( r 
Bellamare decided. Bellamare, w ho. 
by dint of strolling, liad become a 
little careless in mnttei^ of smidl 

coiisef]tience, decided that it should 
ho i>ut to vote. Tito majority de- 
clared gayly for the mgatta in the wa- 
Un of the Baron. They delighted 
in ridiculing the hospitality proffered 
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tlicni, wlicn it afTonled ft cliance for 
criticism ; niid to puiiislj the Captain 
for the tone of authority which he 
bad aatomed with bis lieatoiaiite 
and suMieotoiuuits in this ai&ir, 
tlM women resolved to koep a Ught 
rein over him. 

We had to travel three leagues in 
a carria{je or ou hoiseback to readi 
the Banm'a chateau. Saddle-faorees 
were piocnied for the ladies who 
wished to display their horsemaii- 
'ahip. Neither Bcllamarc nor Lim- 
be»i cared for riding, aud a carriage 
was brought us, in which they invited 
toe to take a eeal^ together with them 
and R^gine. By thui ■nsngBinent 
our three young actresses, Inipdria, 
Luriiulo, niul Anna, were accompa- 
nied hy tlie olTiccrs, and wo followed 
an«r, like peaceful and oonfideiit 
guardifttML It teemed to ne that 
Taobard liad premeditated this tri- 
umphal departure from the town, 
and had reservwl for himself the 
principal* rolo, for l»e prepared to 
lead tliu procession, with Imp^ria, 
who abandoned herself without re- 
flection to the innocent pleasure of 
managing the Captain's gontlfi mare. 
1 remarketl openly that we, the man- 
ager, my companions, and myself, 
should form a most ridiculous xear- 
gusrd. A young second comedian, 
called Marco, wliom wo had enlisted 
a few days before, and who was a 
thoroijf^li madcap, caught my mean- 
ing and bounded into the saddle be- 
hind lAcinde, swearing tliot he would 
descend from it only at the point of 
the hayonet^ since it was the duty of 
the cavalry to bear the infantry, in 
case of no^d. Lncinde, whose ntntcly 
e(|uilibrium was deranged by this 



invasion, grew red with anger, and 
BeUamare interfered very i^pntly, for 
he declared that he was not manage 
in the ooontry ; and this comiesi dis- 
cussion was prolonged, to the great 
chagrin of Vachard, and smid the 
loud laughter of the audience, when 
I cut it shorL Seeing everylxxly in 
good-humor, and catching sight of 
the Captain's horsey which a soldier 
held, while the Osptain strove to re> 
call Marco to more suitable conduct, 
I vanlud upon tliis handsome and 
well-ec^nipped horse; I mounted so 
quickly that the soldier, astounded, 
dropped thereinSkand Iwent off like 
an anow, signing to Imp<Sria to fol- 
low me. She understoml me, she 
approved my course, and besides her 
mare was occustonted to follow the 
hoasl of which I had takcu posses- 
sion. I did not know how to nonnt 
by rule, but I had nervous legs» a 
supple body, and the hardihood of a 
peasant. To be surer of myself, I had 
dispensed witli the stirrupg, and I 
galloped as when across Uio fields I 
bruised the fieshly cut grass without 
saddle or hridle, and with a rope for 
all rein. Imperia, likewise reared in 
tlie country, and well verstnl in all 
noble exercises, was a remarkable 
horsewoman. In the twinkling of 
an eye we had deaied the great 
Plaoe dn Martroy and the whole 
town of Orleans, followed at a con- 
siderable distance by the cavnlt ade!, 
who laughed, shouted, and applau<i(KL 
The young officers were delighted 
with my audacity, and the trick 
playcil off u|K)n their Captain. As 
for him, he did not laugh very heart- 
ily, as yon may imagine ; but not to 
attract attention to the ridiculous 
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incident to which he must submit, he 
hastily took }m pkco in the carriage, 
with Bdlatimru unci Marco, who had 
giTen vp pnteeting tho ]adiM» whoi 
lie saw UM vtM m> o|iiMnt<iiiely to tlie 
honor of our company. Naturally, 
the carriage-horse, whose reins Va- 
chard had taken, and which he his)ieti 
vainly with hia whip, could not uver- 
tako the oqueitriaiia. Imp^xia had 
bqggod ma to mii for thaiii ; but when 
thoj vara near va, axdted by their 
cheers, wo set? off again at a furious 
pace, ri sdh i I not to let them pass 
us, aud not, to give the Capiom the 
ponihfliiy of i^joiniqg w. 

At length wa naehad the pbea 
where we must leave the bantn of 
the Loire, Riid go inland, and there 
we no longer knew the way. The 
lace had given my companion an ani- 
mation that I had novw eem ia her 
heftntti 

** How beautiflil yon an I" I oried, 

desperately, when she stopped to ask 
me what direction we mxist take. 

She had hod confidence in me, you 
leBHmber, einoe the day when I hed 
Bwom not to think of making love to 
her. So she did not take my axchir 
matioii and emotion in bad part. , 

"I ought to be like tlt it u|x>n tho 
stage, you think ? " rejomed she, 
" and not cold as I am. Ah well. I 
oould say as mnoh for you ; unforttt- 
nately wa cannot act on honeback." 

The moment had come to ask her 
what she thou^rht of me, and tho op- 
portunity was excellent. Our hoi-sea 
needed to breathe, they were stream- 
ing with sweat We let the bridles 
fall upon their necks, rightly think- 
ing that they would find tlio way 

themselves, aiul, as we were now in 



advfinoe of the others, we COnld ax- 
change a few woni-s. 

" Yuu pretend," said I to Imp4ria, 
"tiiat you are cold upon the atega. Is 
it to console ma for hei^g frigid t* 

"You are frigid, it is true; hut 
that ia little matter, if yon are not 
frozen.** 

"Indeed, I fear tiiat 1 shali always 
he both." 
"Ton cannot he certauDu* 
" What do you tUnk of it yomw 

self?" 

" Nothing, yet ; it is too soon " 
" And, besides, you do not care." 
•Why do you say that?" 
"It seemed ao to ma." 
"Whyf* 

" Yon cannot fed nmdi inlenat in 

me." 

" Wliat have I done, then, to lose 
the confidence that yon accorded ne f 
Corner say t* 

"You have the air of no logger 

knowing if I exist" 

" If 1 have that air, it is false. I 
talk of you constantly with Bella* 
mare, and I toUi him yesterday that 
I loved you and eeteemed yon mote 
every day." 

" Why ? I entreat you, tell mo 
M'hy. I would like so much to know 
in what I can deserve your friendship, 
and that of M. Bellamare 1 * 

" I can veiy eaaily tell you why; 
you are kind, nncere, devoted, int«l- 
ligent, free from vica In short, you 
are equal to T.don ami yon nr»^ more 
lively, more amiable, aud more so- 
cial" 

"I am veiy happy, thai ; hutstifl, 

if I never have ability." 

" Then, nnhapi^y, yon will leave 
us.- 
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" Why ? Could I not make myself 

Useful in some otiicr role tlian tliat 
of lover ? Many poople make a liv- 
ing on tlie stage, without possessing 
iahnt* 

"Tbey live pooilf. One abould 
not follow a pioftMioa tlitfe Iw does 
not love." 

" But I love the theatre, in spite of 
my inferiority, and tiiere are many 
others like me.** 

"Then keep on, if 70a we not 
ambitiooe — ** 

"I am not ambitious, I am — I 
really do not know what I am." 

" 1 will tell you. You have artis- 
tic tastes, and you will probably be 
an artist^ whether yon suooeed as an 
actor or do something else. You 
love this careless life, because it is 
precarious, these travels, these new 
faces and new countries, to oUservp, 
enjoy, or criticise; above all, you like 
what I like best about it^ being asso- 
ciated Willi a gtOQp, aaiaUe or not^ 
a medley, diverting or affecting, or 
faulty and irritating, — a multiplicity 
of life, in sliort It is like family 
life, after all, without its intermina- 
ble dhaine, ite deep anguish, and ita 
hombleresponeifaititiea. Batitaeems 
to me Uiat with Bellamare for man- 
ager, one cannot be absolutely unlmp- 
py, and everytliinj^ in the lot which he 
creates fur us amuses or interests me." 

"I fed like yon, in all lespects. 
Tben» if forever lacking in taknt and 
success, I still cling to this sweet 
and careless life, you will not regard 
mo ns one of tliosa unhappy fools 
who cherish a ridiculous delusion ? 
Yon will not de^iae bm?" 
"Certainly not^ for I am in tbe 
I follow a oa* 



reer in whldi I am kj no means 

sure of success; and I feel that I 
should persist in it, in one way or 
another, even if I found I had no 
real ability. Theft ia tiia way, yon 
see! Whm one ia elege-etnud^ 
everything else loece ite relish." 

"Still, it is not yoiir natnml nnd 
final lot From day to day you 
meet with opportunities of making 
what ia called a brilliant meiti^" 
"I do not widk to make a bril- 
liant maniage." 

" Still, you would not wish to 
make one that would plunge jcn 
into destitution ? " 

" No, on account of the children 
I might haire; for, if it oonoemed 
only myself, 'for my own part I am 
indifferent to all privations. With 
economy and industry one can al- 
ways obtain the necessaries of life." 

'Let me tell you, then, that no 
one knowe you. All our oonmdee 
think yon prudent^ odd, ambitiona 
even. Bellamaxe has predicted a 
;^nd future for you, and they im- 
a^'ino fhni you would eaioiifice tV&CJ- 
Lhing to Llua end." 

"If I believed it»perhapa I ahould 
regeid it aa a eaeved doty to eacrifiee 
all to it ; but I credit it too little to 
consider it pprion^ly 1 do my liest; 
I try to understand, and ■wait.** 

"And you do not suiFer while 
waiting t yon are geyl* 
"So yon eeel** 

" Beoanee yon aie enn of him who 

lovee you — " 
" Have I said that any one lovee 

me? " 

"You have aaid that joa loved 



'Thet ia another thing." 
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" Would you lore an vqgnito- 



ful— " 

" Perhaps he is not ungrateful ; 
suppose ho does not suspecb my 
preference— * 

"Then ha is Idind, ui a 
Kgular brntel" ^ 

She hurst out laughing, and her 
gayety made my heart leap witli joy. 
I fancied she had invented this love 
as a defimoft fiom foolish dsclaia* 
tioos, in some moment of fear or 
ennui, and that her heart yfos as 
free aa her existence. She was i>lay- 
ful enougli to have improvisLnl this 
malice; lor since the hegtuuiiig ol 
our journey she had xeveakd her 
cbanictw, always nserved before 
stfoogeis, hut admirably lively and 
even rnischievoua with lier compan- 
ions ; and, aa she was neither cunning 
nor deceitful, she could not seek to 
imposa on me in Ut/^UU. • 

"Then" I eried, **yott have heen 
making sport of ns; yon love no 

She turned around, as if about to 
reply; but, seeing a horseman who 
had advaiui«d heyond the othras, her 
cheek whitened, and she said, direct- 
ing my attention to liim : " It is the 
Captain ! I believe he has taken the 
horse of one of his young oHicers. 
So they are cowards, these soldiers ? 
They dared not preserve us from tiiis 
encounter t " 

«*Ah well, what then? What do 
you fear from this Vaclmrd?" 

" I fear — 1 know not what, a 
quarrel with youl" 

"In your presence? I will not 
grant him that satisfaction. I>et \is 
give him a noe, since he invitee us 
to it" 



''That U Ue^" ahe mamwned, "let 

us fly ' " 

We were homo on, as if by the 
wind, until we reached a great, ugly 
house, absurdly iiaintad KNse-c6l<n» 
and our hoises x>lungod as into n 
court-yard, where three pots of gera- 
niums, barred from tlio sun, together 
with two hideous lious« in frrra-cotta, 
completed the decoratiuiis of the 



It was Bonm do YaclBaid in per- 
son, who received ns with a stupe- 
fied air, but who, recognizing our 
Iinrsos, understood, or supposed, that 
we belonged to the number oi' his 
Invited guests. He was a maa of 
about forty-five^ very litUo older 
than his brother, the Captain ; iu- 
doed, they may have been twins, I 
have forgotten now. Tiioy hero au 
extraordinary likene.ss to each other ; 
the same short, strongly built figure^ 
high shoulders, fresh ctrfar, tliin and 
rizzlcd light hair, short nose, that 
seemed ns if it had been forgotten, 
prominent eyes, projecting cars, sub 
on toward the front like thuiie of 
skittish, horses, anguhu and veiy 
heavy jaw ; only the expiesaion of 
these two facM, cast in the same 
mould, differed essentially. Tliat of 
the elder was mild and slujiid, that 
of the Captain stupid uml irnUble. 
They seemed equally otUlictod to - 
habits of order and economy. Tlioy 
had another habit, or mther infirmity 
in common, which we were not slow 
to perceive. 

The Baron, having noticed that 
the horses were In a frightful state, 
gave orders for their grooming, witli- 
owi asking if we were not warm or 
thirsty ourselves ; then he conducted ' 
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lis in silence, into a very cool and 
very gluotny saloou, and tbere, after 
A certein effort, as if to collect hU 
thoughts, be Hud to irith an air 
of distraa^ ''When is 017 biotber, 
then 7 " 

"llo ia coming," I replied; "be 
was dose upon our keels." 

"Ah, very weUI" xqiUedbe. 

And he waited for ns to take the 
initiative m mnvorsation ; Imp^ria 
malicioiul/ waited for him to befjin 
it ; and I xvaited, through curiosity, 
the result of Uiis reciprocal waiting. 

The Baron, mther from aheenee of 
mind oc lack of Inatiis. found abso- 
1ut«1y notliin;^ to say to us, and 
■walked up and down tlio njiartmcnt, 
])ur8ing up bis lips in a singular 
manner; one would have said tliat 
lie ivas mentally whistling some 
musical reminiscence. We weie as- 
sured of it, when the sound, grown 
almost distinct, permitted ua to rec- 
ognize an interpretation tut generis 
of the (rammi of Za Jkimt Blanche. 
lie hecame' aware of his preoocnpa' 
tkm, and looked at ns, made a great 
effort lo ))realc the silence, and re- 
marked that it was fine weather. 
The same perfidious silence on the 
part of Imp^ria. He turned bis 
tonnd hyes toward me, aa if to qnes> 
tioo me. I averted mine to see bow 
he would extricate himself from liis 
embarrassment He freed himself 
from it, by a short pause before the 
window* and hj a move totinet rep- 
etition of the phmse, Ah gud jdai- 
tir tTdre soldat ! with the accompa- 
niment of a rliylhni dmmmetl ujwn 
the gloss: aft^^r whirh he spmnp out- 
side, without appearing to remember 
nk. 

%' 



Impdria laughed merrily. I made 
a sign to her, for I had just perceived 
in the farther'part of the room a 
person whom the abrupt transition 
from brif^'ht sunlight to obscurity 
had at first j-cndered invisible to 
us. She was a tall, stout wotnan, 
of brunette complexion, once band- 
some^ Madanoiselle de 8aiitt»'Glain» 
of whom we had heard, formerij 
Mademoisdle Clara, a provincial ao» 
tress, who personated fa-shionable co- 
quettes, now M. (le Vachard's com-^ 
paniou and i)ousekee])er. 

" Pay no attention to ilie Banm'a 
mannsn," ahe said with nnobnoeni. 
"Hia brother and he, — well, they 
are a pair ! You did not come to be 
entertained by his conversation, did 
you, but to puss a day iu Uie coun- 
try ? It will not he veiy amnaing, I 
warn yon. Anumg stupid people 
all is stupid ; but the dinner will be 
choice, I give you my word. The 
Baron is an epicure, — his only tal- 
ent, as far OS 1 kuow ; as tu the other, 
he hasoot even thai But what have 
yon done wiUi the move Idlolie of 
the Vachards?" 

And without i,raiting for any an- 
swer, she ordered refresliments for 
us, and kept ou talking to ua, witli- 
out roserve or oeremony hefore the 
servants. 

"Come, now, my little one-s," she 
resumed, " which ones of Balandar's 
company are you ? Ah ! pardon, 
you call him Bcllamarc, at present ; 
It ia his theatrical name ; he called 
himself Ballandar, formeily ; pMhaps 
that was not his name either. Ton 
knnw we take what nam*»« we wish, 
or can. Just now, I am a noble 
maiden lady who has had miafor- 
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^wayi tin mim trick, you 
know] The Vachards that we meet 

on the way do not believe it, but 
they love to persuade themselves of 
it, and they repeat it to their friends 
and acquaiutaiices ; it sounds well 
Tour manager mnat hay* q^kea of 
me to yoo. Ho lovod no well once, 
in the days when I WM a young and 
pretty 'girl, slender as you, my little 
one, and he — I will not suy, my boy, 
that he was handsome as you, but he 
lied jmQi, wit, and o oertein ohenn 
-wiih women. Does be etiU «doxe 
them all »k onoe, the good-fo»-no(h- 
ing ? On my word, I have been very 
jealous of him, and I revenged my- 
seli" welL But tell me, liitle one, 
you are not the one that they nay is 
Ue delin^t at ptonnft,— the Jieaufei- 
lul Imp^ria ? " 

Imp^ria reddened for the second 
time. She had already colored, when 
this woman luui spoken . of noble 
adventoieeaes; she was entirely dis- 
coneerted on leeeivuig this open 
insult ; but, as I was about to xeply, 
she forestalled me, and answered 
with vivacity, — 

" I am the delight of uo ouu ; and 
I am not beantiful, aa yoa see.** 

"Hut is true, yon aze small and 
without brilUaney; but you are 
pretty, and, since you come alone, 
with this tall, handsome fellow, you 
are lovers, my turlle-dovefi, murried 
pexbapa f In shorty it is not you 
who are the lateat Ikncj of youi man- 
ager and of our Captain. This hand- 
some Leander who ■<<*wirtm«ifff you 
would not suffer it." 

" Then there is in our troupe," I 
demsn^i>^, ''a pemm whom tho Gap- 
tain boasls of having captivated f** 



"Ah yief the fiunous Imp^ 
whom I am wild to see 1" 

" He boasts of it ? " I repeated, 

crimson with an/7er, while poor Im- 
pdria prew jiiili , and cast on me one 
ot tiiose aguuueti ^iuuccs that seem 
involuntarily to appeal to the fint 
honest man for protection or ven- 
geance. 

" He does not boost of it, perhajxs," 
replied Sainte-f'laire ; " he confides 
it lo all hia regiment, axtd it is in 
response to this confidence that the 
Banm, who is not Ubemlity itself, has 
launched out to-day with a grand 
dinner for his broUier's tiiistress. I 
must tell you that the I^nron is jeal- 
ous of me, because the Uuptaia also 
mskealove tome; so he is cSmtnied 
whoa the Ckptsin pays oonrt to 
others. But however the Captain 
diverts himself, he will always re- 
turn to ma, who liold the purSC- 
striugs, you unduretaud I " 

Imp^ria took my arm, as if to go 
away. She was so sgilated that I 
thought she was about to swoon, and 
her name escaped me. Sointe-Claire, 
perceiving the blunder she h:ul just 
made, perhaps inteuliuiially, evinced 
no Gonfttiion, but, with the unoon- 
cem of ill-brad people, biust out 
laughing. 

" Let us go," said Impdria, leading 
me away. " It is a shame fur me to 
come in contact with such persons." 

" Let US stay," I answered. Stay, 
since you era with me ; deepiee this 
impudent duenna^ who lies peihape 
through jealousy ; and let us see if 
the Cuptain really Lousla of it." 

" I understand you, Iitiwrence I 
you wieh to give him a leeson. I 
forbid you. Yon have no ^ght* 
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** It ia my right and my duty : re- 
member, joii eeid fiumraU foraver to 
tliA wofld whidi yoa lelt Ton an 

ma artist; you bave in me, in each 
of your Rssocifitos, n brother, •wlmso 
honor is rcsponaihle for yours. I 
ctuinot say if Lambeaq is of my opin- 
ion j bat in mypleoe Bellainan, JJkm, 
HoiMibois bimadf, perlu^ even lit- 
Ho Marco, tfooU act let you be in- 
sulted. If we were gentlemen, onr 
protection might compromise you; 
but ^ve are actors, aud prejudice docs 
not forbid ne to faetve eooxage." 

« If aU do not poMMB it," ehe re- 
plied, "yon are one of thoeo who 
have it in abundance, T know well; 
end therefore I am unwilliiifT — " 

She could not say more : tiic Cap- 
tnini red ae ft bciet^ end covered with 
petapiEation, approached na, with the 
.M.«Tideat intention of reproaching us 
fnr our prank. I ad%'anoed three 
eteps to meet him, and loolced ftt him 
in a way to disconcert lum, for he 
etammerad some unintelligible words, 
wreaked hie wialJi on « geianhim, 
^hich he nearly uprooted Ikoni the 
• pot in which it languished, assumed 
a forced smile, contracted his lips, as 
his brother had done when receiving 
vein the aalooo, and poaeed on whii- 
tling the aamo air. They bed the 
same odd trick, and in the regiment 
tlicy had christened them tiie broth- 
ers Fufu. 

Wlien Imp^rift eaw that the Cap- 
tain did not aeek to q^itavrel with me, 
die grew mora and more reassured, 
and determined to langh off the ad- 
vcnUirc. 

" Tnily, I am foolish," she said to 
me i "I still have pruderies that do 
not aoit my prafeeMon. I aianie 
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yuu, Lawrence, that I blushed at my 
anger direeUy after. * Onr vooatkm 
ia to amnae oUmm ; our philoeophy 

should be to amuse ourselves with 
them when they arc ridiculous, and 
not suffer ourselves to be wounded, 
especially when we are good for any- 
thing." 

lellowed her to believo that 
aflkir was ended, and we hastened to 

rejoin the joyous band, who were 
already starting on the Barou a wa- 
ters, iigure to yourself tliree wher* 
ries upon ft long, stagnant pool, and 
you can flmcy the regattn. In ft 
twiahUng I perceived that all my 
companion.*; had evil intentions, and 
that the young officers had guilty 
hopes, the project or desire of all 
b^ng to give (he Oaptain a deck- 
ing. The women nndnstood os^ and 
would not enter the boet^ except 
Sainte-Claire, who jumped henvily 
and resolutely on boanl the leading 
craft, and took the rudder, while the 
Captain aeiaed the oaie and begged 
Impliift to tmat henelf to him. In* 
stead of her. it was I who aocepted • 
the invitation, after having commu- 
nicated by signs with Marco, who 
steered the second boat, and Bella- * 
mare, who had chaige of the fluid. 
Soon, in plaoa of a regatta* a naval 
combat was improvised, and the two 
boats tct^fjtlicr executed r\ fnnoii<? 
onslaught ogamst ours Tin ir object 
was to throw the Captain over, in the 
cmMon of the atrugglo, and anyd ft 
fMriiil hjubbuh. I etrove to eflbot i^ 
while appearing to defend him; and 

the tiling would have hri^n r?isily 
managed, if S!aintr'-nr;ir'\, wlio was 
not duped, and who bure up bravely 
against fortune, had not turned 
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against me, calling me traitor, with 
loud laughter and coarse jests. She 
VM BtKnig as a man, puid biaTe as a 
who is fi^iting, I aOowsd 
her to decbaelwnelf against me, and 
try to throw me overboard. Then I 
called to my aid my natural dexter- 
ity, for I would not use my strength 
nith a mmm, bowwrar Itttla femi- 
uiiie she might be ; and widi the 
same trip I lannelied into the 

Baton's green wat^^rs liis nmiuble 
brother and his valiant housekeeper. 
Then I leaped on board the other 
boat^ wbioh let iteeir be' oapkuied, 
and shouted viotory, wbieh bronght 
more honor than pleasure to Yachard, 
pickling with Sainte-Claire in the 
shallow but turbid water. 

They seemed to take it in good 
part, and , every one was deceived 
except me. They thonght the Cap- 
tain had a better temper tlian they 
had given him credit for; and dinner 
passed off with u noisy gayety that 
did not suffer any particular allusion 
to file events of ilia notning ; but, 
as we wen paasi]^ nndn an arbor 
to smoke and drink coffee, the 
younger Vachard, approaching me, 
said in a low voice, with a dry clear 
tone .that contrasted with his wine- 
seasoned look, " Yon have rained my 
home and spoiled mj nnifonm ; yon 
have done it pozpasdy." 

" I have done it puipoeely /' I an- 
swered calmly. 

" It is enough," replied h& 

And he with&ew. 

At daybreak the next morning I 
received a visit from two officers, 
friends of the Captain, who sum- 
moned me to retract the dcclarution 
I had made him, or to rcudcr him 



satisfaction for my words. The first 
point I refused; the second I 
accepted, and the meeting was 
appointed fiir the day fcdlowing at 
the doee of tlie performance, for I 
was needed in the play. Singularly 
enough, I was not agitated by this 
tirst duel as I have been since then 
in other enoonntea. My canaa ap- 
peared 80 jnst to ma; I hated as 
cordially the man who insulted La- 
p^iia, and wh6 had intended to com- 
promise her befoi-e the very eyes of 
her companions 1 I r^rded myself 
as the natural champion of the com- 
pany; and although I posaessed veiy 
little knowledge of fencing, while 
Vachard was well skilled in it, I did 
not doubt for a nioment that fate 
would favor the right. AVhut was 
Straoger still, I played very well this 
eveningi I had, it is tens, a good 
r61e, M'hich I had accepted with 
some trepidation, but M'hich I filled 
to the satisfactiiiu of every one. I 
felt raised above myself, by my con- 
fidence in mysdf as a man, and I 
foigot to distrurt myself as an aetot. 
At one time in the performance I 
even played very finely, and was 
apjilauded for the fii-st and last time 
in my life. The excellent Bellamare 
embraced me, weeping for joy, as 
soon aa the ourtain had fidlen; 
Tmpdria pressed my hands with eiAi- 
sion. 

" Come, Iwautiful princess," said a 
harsh voice from behind me, "em- 
Inaoa him also, if you have a par> 
tide more hesct than a gnsshop- 

per." 

At t'liis nij;reeable interruption 
from Moranbois Imp6ria smiled, and 
turned her cheek tu me, saying, " If 
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it is aiiy rocompenae^ lefc Iiim take 
it!" 

I Uned lier vith too nmdi oonfu- 
non to •pptoButo tlw jj^eMum; nj 
hmd dioked me. Morubob struck 

mo on fite fhoulfler, pnyinf:^ in my 
otv:, " Chevalier of the fair box, they 
await you 1 " 

Uov did bo knov <rf ny allUr, 
vUen I had oonoealed it witk the 

greatest cue 1 .1 have no idea, but 

Lis annonncemcnt made me leap with 
joy. My lips had just been driukiu;' 
ia the perfume of my ideal, and X 
fdt M if my stature had gaiudl a 
hundfed eubita. I oould have ovef^ 
thrown a 1cj,moii of devils, 

" Fiiciul/' said I to Moranbois, 
who had followed me into the drcss- 
iug-room, and, with most unprece- 
4louted politeness, was asriatiDg me 
to dnss; "yon have been fenciiig- 
master in a regiment ; hoir does one 
go to work, when he knows nothing 
about it, to disarm his man ? " 

" lie goea to work aa best he can," 
lie answered; "have you coolness, 
idiot f" 

-Yes." 

" Ah well, have no hesitation ; go 
straight ahead, blockhead, and you 
wUl kill him." 

This prediction produced no siuis* 
terimptesstonnpoaBM. Did I desire 
to kill himt No, certainly, I am 
very humane and not revengeful I 
could not Ron clearly beneath the 
spell that iiuiuenced nie. 1 wished 
to conquer, but I did not think 
myself skilful enough to eboon tlw 
msans of doing sol I knew my ad- 
vetsaiy to be fonnidable. but I did 
not fear him ; that nil T rrrollect 
of this rapid drama, iu which I 



played the part of an impassioned 
man. At tiiat moment I should have 
regarded any philosophio serapla as 
an aignmsnt of fcsc 

I had taken Ldon and Marco for 
seconds ; I desired that the afTair 
should be clearly an engagement be- 
tween soldiers and artists. Vacliord 
having the dioioe of weapons, m 
fought with BwoidsL I do not know 
what paSBsd. For two or three min- 
utes I saw a scintillation at the end 
of my arm, I felt a burning heat in 
my breast, as if my blood, in lia^ 
to leave me, was todiing ont to meet 
a thonssnd swoid-points. I thoq^t 
to parry an attadf, when Vachard 
roilrtl upon tlie grass. It seemed to 
me tis if my weapon bad crossed the 
space : I sought my adversary oppo- 
site, and ha was dying at my feet 

I had fimeied myself oool, bat I - 
perceived that I was completely 
intoxicated ; and when I heard the 
regimental surgeoti my, " He is dead," 
I thought that ho was sppakin^ of 
me, and was astonished to iind uiy- 
sslf Still standing. 

At last I undenlood (hat I had 
just killed a man ; but I felt no to- 
morse, for he had bar^ ninety-nine 
chances lo my one, and I m h*? wo«nd- 
ed iu tlie arm. I did not perceive it 
tin thij cans to disss ttk and at that 
momoat I sair the livid ftoa of Ya- 
chard, who seemed absolutely liii^ 
less. I" felt a chill through all my 
body, but my mind took no zeal cog; 
nizance of it. 

Ho was seiioasly ii^ured, but ho 
Mooveied ; ha was not wwtliy of a 
dramatic end. He has lost hit 
brother since then, and ha.^ ■mnrrir'fl 
the Sainte-Claiie, who styles herself 
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«t IMseDt Bnonaw de YMhakd, but 
who givei no more icgittu. 

As for me, I was 8uq)rised on 
leaving the scene of llie duel to see 
Morenbois beside mc Ho had fol- 
lowed me, and, without showing 
himedr, hed witDMsed the efliur. 
Silently he eondnetcd me home, end 
silently he passed the night with me. 
I was agitated, and T dreamed con- 
tinually, hut only of the theatre, not 
of the combat On awaking I per- 
edl?ed my Heicnhe deeping in a 
eheir behtad my onftetn& He re- 
plied to my thanks by a vituperation; 
bnt he pressed my hand, saying that 
he was satisfied with me. 

My wound was not serious, and 
Dotwithitending the warning of the 
emgeon, for ivhoee visit' I did not 
Vii^ I hastened to make inqniries 
concerning my victim's condition. 
It seemed hopeless ; but by evening 
there was less cause for anxiety, and 
I wee ehle to ettand reheenol. with- 
on* emotion, ei^ withoat having my 
■nn in a ding. 

T 8upiK)sed tliat no one at the the- 
atre knew anytliing about the matter, 
for in tlie city nothing had as yet 
ttmspired ; but Momnbois liad told 
my«eompenion8 everything, and Bel- 
lamaie veodved me with open arms. 

"You showed us last night," he 
said, " that you were an actur, but it 
needed not this affair of honor to 
eonvlnoe ni thai yon ware a man. 
Aht do not habituate yourmlf to 
these amusements ; now that vdu 
hnvf talent, it would l>e disiigreeablu 
for me to see my liamlsome young 
jpremier return with his eyes put out, 
er erippled. I dull imnort it in your 
next engp^ement that dudUng ie for. 



bidden en aeoomt of yonr dntiee at 
the theetmL* 

While thus jesting with a live^ 
mimuer, he had a tear in the comer 
of his eye. I saw t!iat lie loved me, 
and I embraced him t^uderly. Im- 
p<Sria alao embmeed me, saying, — > 

"Do not repeat thiaL* ' 

She then added in an undertone^ 
" lAwrence, you are good and brave, 
but everyone here believes — what 
is not, and what cannot be. Be con- 
siderate alao, and let it be nnder^ 
stood that yoii do not think of me.** 

*'And what matters it to yonf*! 
replied, wounded by her preoccupa- 
tion, after the crisis from which I 
had hardly emeiged, and whose 
palpitatkma atill dioolc my brBaat 
"When they would tell you that I 
love you, woidd it be a di^gmee for 
you ? " 

" No, certainly," said she, " but — 
"But what? Tliat one whom you 
prefer would be unwilliug ? " 

** If I pnfor any one,'he doea not 
think of me, as I have told you. 
Only, 1 accepted your frieiidbhip, 
and cannot pledge myself to any- 
thing moiu Must everything be 
ciiajiged between us ? Shall I be 
obliged to put a conatmint upon my- 
self, to be reierved, to treat you aa a 
young man with whom one counts 
her words and even ber •'Imces, that 
she may not seem to act ux^uettishly 
or foolishly ? You know well that I 
wish to remain free^ and that^ on that 
aeouunt, I mnat not suffer myadf to 
love. If you are my friend, you will 
not enter on a contest wlucli has 
always terrilicd me and put me to 
flight. Yon do not widi to apoil a 
happineea that I have gained with ao 



Digitized by Google 



A ROLLING mm 



69 



much difficulty, after troubles and 
misfortunes of which you have no 

I WM jowmd liy Imk I twora 
to bar fbat I would always be her 

brotherly a«5Sf)ciate, and that slie 
should not Iiave to protect herself 
from my bcsic^ngs. I did not think 
to aconae liei of coldness or aelfiBh- 
nesa, alttioQe^ the fiuA migbl bave 
Appeared pitsiit to BM^ ainoo aho was 
not in love with another, or overcome 
that Invp that she might ttot under- 
go iU consequences. 

L^n vas pleased with me also, 
and he told me so with effiision. 
B^ineoverwhebned me with caiess- 
es, Anna began to admire me as a 
hero, Ij\inbosq dctfstod me more, 
little Marco conceived an infatuation 
for me, and made hiiuself my shadow. 
Puipiirin, wishing to testify his es- 
teem, called me 11 do Lawrence ; 
Moranbois, while continuing to treat 
mo roughly, ceased to call me bump- 
Iciu. Tlio lowest emjdoyee of tlie 
^ theatre bclioved himself ennobled by 
-my glory ; in <»e day I had beoraie 
file lion of the troupa 

They soon began to discuss the 
event in tlic city. The regimont nc- 
knuwledged as little as possible the 
rude lesson, given by a strolling 
player to an officer. Vachaid was 
neither kmd nor lespeoted; but 
although at; heart their sympathies 
were with mc and not with him, the 
es]}rit r/c mrps did not allow them 
to take my part, and some of them 
spoke of ft chaqjce thmst on my side, 
followed by an awhwaxd one. The 
civilians did not consent that I 
•thnnld play so insignificant a n*ile, 
and in tho coffee-houses there were 



tolerably sharp arguments concerning 
me. The soldier loves the actor, 
withoot whom he would perish of 
Mnttj in the banaeka^ bat he does 

not like to have a pSkin * sn ad^ 

with the sword ; while among the 
civilians they were delight-ed ^ see 
a p^kin of the lowest rank, that is, 
an actor, cope with militaiy bul- 

Lt h^er dndes, at the prefbdini 
at the general's, and in the city draw- 
ing-rooms, they were excited, they 
questioned and commented ; Uie ul- 
tra respectable people were ecandal- 
iied at the aidor with wUoii orsr- 
hiuty young spirits extoUsd SM^ to 
such a degree that Bellamarc, acute 
and f niflf nt as experience, assembled 
us on the eve of the advertised per- 
formance, and said to us with his 
accnstomed playfiilness:— 

"My little children, we have 
gathered palms of gloiy in this good 
t/>wn ; but military glory is denied 
the artisjt, and from various intelli- 
gence that I have received, it seems 
that we bid lUr to hanr» » die. 
turbance to-monow evening in the 
parterre and VWD In the orchestra. 
We shall serve a? a pretext fnr 
antipathies or ill-feeling of which we 
are ignorant^ but for which the ad- 
ministratioii or pnUle opinion would 
hold tts responsible. The surest way 
is to pasto ft dip acrass the poster, 
and to secure our second-class rar- 
rif^e for this evening. Our persons 
absent, our glo^ will remain untar- 
niahed by U» fbtienfft which Ufty 
he forced to.hnffist «pple<oteo to- 
morrow; for if the artist has his 

* A n*ne giTeo lb altfliana bearing MSS 
doling bwwniBtiaM «r oUmt dictariMBOti. 
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deroted jjuUani», tfie wmior hM hii 
likewise. Let na make off, then, and 
may the gods of Olympna, Apollo, 

and Mars protect ua ! " 

" Hurrah for Bellamare, who ia 
always right!" cried Marco; "but 
hur|^h for lawfence also, wbom none 
of us will ever disown!" 

" Let U8 all cry ' Hiurah for I^w- 
rence !' replied Bellamare. "He is 
our pride, all the same ! " 

"You counted on making money 
hue!* <Mi<l I* l&wds cost 

you dearer than tliey are worth.** 

"My son," he replied, "money 
always comes to him who knows 
how to wait for it ; and if it never 
eamea, honor is more precious." 

Bafom leaving; I wished to obtain 
soma fiurther news of Yachaid, and 
I hastened to his house. The Baron 
himself received me in Iho dining- 
room, where his breakfast was served, 
and where, without rec<^izing me, 
10 ahsent-raindod was ha olliBiod 
meaehaiK I thankod him, and waa 
about to withdnw; whan he ranam- 
bered ma 

" Ah ! very well ! " said he ; " it 
ia you who — fu — fu — you who 
have nearly killed my— fti—fu — 
Ton regret it; voiy wdl — fti— fit — 
An ahsard qnami, Tsiy nnfortonate, 
veiy unfortunate! But what could 
he do? A Boldier — fu — fu — is 
ohliged to be hasty, and you had 
taken away hia — fti — ftt — his 
mistrass — " 

I felt that the blood mounted to 
my head, and that I was ready to 
q\iarrel with the "Rnron for having 
believed, and persisting in believing, 
his brother's impudent lio. 

*How ia hot" I broko in pnetpi- 



tatsly ; *I have noChb^ alaa to hear ; 
do you hope to sava Umt" 
"Yea, yasr fti^fti — wa have 

hopes " 

" All well, when he 13 n covenni, 
have the kindness to tell him that 
I did not wiah to qnil tha oountiy, 
without leaving him my address^ 
in oaaa ha ahonld wish to rspeat 
it" 

And I gave him the nnniti and 
address of my father, wLicli hu took 
and oxaminad inth a atnpid air, 
saying: "Bapeat ilt— hot nol — 
Why ? repeat it with whom t Law- 
rence, fu — fu — nurseryman and 
kitchen-gardener, tliat is not you 2 " 

"Itia my father 1" 

"Ton aia not a gantleman, then t 
Tb^said fu — fu — that yon won 
of good family!" 

"I am of good fiumily, with all 
deference to you." 

" Then, — don't understand — " 

And Ua atupefaetion found tsbA 
in a himtming so prolongsd^ Htmk I 
profited byittoshn^ myshouhUn j 
and retire 

Before the door T encountered one 
of tlie liuuleuants who had been my 
accomplice at the regatta, and ha 
detained ma to chat about my dual 
for quarter of an hour. I was on 
the point of leavin;^' liim, having 
bidden him adieu, when we heard a 
strange and mysterious duet issue 
from the apartmant on tha ground- 
floor; it waa tha whistling of two 
panaonst who seemed to repeat a 
lesson, sometimes replying to each 
other, and sometimes joining in con- 
cert. 

"Hw O^itBin is out of dat^," 
aaid the young ottoar to mo; *ha 
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^biBtles vilh hit bRrtfav; I zecog- 
nize bis/tt/k" 

** Kow I you are aitmf Day be- 
fore yesterday ho was as good as 
dead, and to-day he hnmB ? " 

" It is even ao. When he vaa 
thx«e quartos dead hb whittled 
mentdly. I H 1» boond; and vbeo 
he is really dead he wiU whiiKle in 

©t/t'Mlltv." 

" But in his present condition his 
idiot of a brother, instead of exciting 
Itim, ought to keep him quirtt** 

"If yon believe tliAteitber of them 
knowe whai he is abou^ 70a attrib- 
ute more sense to them than they 
ever had. Tliis mullled iinitalinu of 
a flute, tiiis collection of musical 
aoaapa, baa bean given Ihaiii bgr 
Providence^ to eoneaal ihim thdr 
own eyes, and to reveal to those of 
others, the abeolato emptineea of 

their ininds." 

It yfoa til us that I separated from 
flie Yaehatd whom I had mn through, 
bat who baa never aongbft bia to> 

Now. mnnsieur, I shall soon ar- 
rive at the princijKiI events of mj 
lecital, and I will pass over in si- 
leaoe thai maaa of edvenUuea, disa- 
greeable or lodicfoaa, whidb ooeor 
daily in the life of travellers, in that 
of actors morr> pflrticukriy. Of all 
nomads, we observo the ch)se5t and 
laugh the most at human life, be- 
catue we aeak everywhere for types 
to reproduce and exaggentei Every 
ridiculous or eccentric person is a 
model who unwittinply poses for 
OS. Comedians find an ample and 
eontinnal harvest to reap. Serioua 
lectors, especially the lovers, are leaa 
limed. Thiiy can otndy nanner. 



expression, onetnme, and acoeni; but 
th^ veiy aeld oB i have an oppovlu* 

nity (if they ever have it) of seeing 
acte<l nnd r>( henrirsp; spoken tlie 
passiuu which they desire to express 
with charm or eneigy. One circum* 
•tanoe in theicfikvor, however, ia thai 
Unj an genenlly endowed with 
very little intelligence, and are con- 
tent with attitudes and intotiations 
stereotyped and learned )>y lienrt. 
Unfortunately for me, I had a little 
good aenaa and s«lieeliott» and I 
found thia ftabioa of ^Making like 
eveiybo^y elae n mere jng^eiy of 
aU serious work' and true inspiialloin. 
I told my trouble to Bellamarc. 

"You arc ri^jht,' he answered; 'I 
can only teadi yon tiie notea with 
whieh one can repeal hie playingi 
when he eannol gmp the ehoid. 
I<lach i>crson should express accord- 
ing to liis own nature, and the preafc 
itftists are those who are all powerful 
in themaelvaiL Emm yovnaelf, try 
yootaelf» and tiak yoniBelC* 

I made vain efforts. I waa filled 
with prL>?pion, but I conl<1 express it 
on the stage no muiu than in real 
life. This necessity of , concealing 
love fton her who inapbed k waa^ 
pohnpik too gxeal n aaorifloe of my 
will, too great a sacrifice of my- 
self. I could not find in fiction tho 
accent which my inmost emotion 
wanted. At Beaugeucy, where I 
made my aeoond eemy, I did not re- 
gain the apixft which had aoimatod 
me at Orleana, <m the day of my 
duel. T was, according to my com- 
rades, very good, that is to say, 
according to myself, very medioerei 
I had improved in one reapocth bow- 
ever, I bad :iid n^yadf of the air 
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of impertinence or ennui. I acted 
suitably ; if my rdle had a shade of 
timidity, I rendered it naturally ; in 
short, I had found the air which be- 
came my age and my character. I 
had grown supportable, but I must 
remain insignificant; and the worst 
of the matter, was that Bellamare 
was satisfied with it, and all my com- 
panions sided with him. They loved 
me ; they had begim to love me too 
well, to ask me only to stay with 
them, and not to see my faults. 

This was also Imp^ria's frame of 
mind. I was too handsome, she de- 
clared, to displease the public. I was 
too good a^d too amiable for the com- 
pany to be able to dispense with me. 

As to the present, my object was 
attained. I had dreamed only of 
living near her, without being disa- 
greeable to her ; but as regarded the 
future, I saw not the slightest pros- 
pect of the fortune or renown which 
would have permitted me to aspire 
to be her support, and I must live 
on, from day to day, very gay, very 
spoiled, very happy, and at heart 
very hopeless. 

On leaving Beaugency a very ro- 
mantic adventure happened to me, 
which left its trace ujwu my life. I 
can relate it to you, without com- 
promising any one, as you will see. 

We were to go on to Tours, with- 
out stopping at* Blois, where another 
company was in operation at that 
time. JAon asked Bellamare if he 
was willing to leave him in that 
town for a day or two. He had a 
friend there, who urged him to spend 
twenty-four hours with him. Bella- 
mare replied that he could refuse 
nothing to so devoted a pauionnaire, 



and that, besides, lie also counted on 

stopping at Blois. Impdria asked to 
pass the night at the hotel, to take 
care of Anna, who had found herself 
qiute seriously indisposed on leaving 
Beaugency, and needed a h'ttle rcst^ 

The remainder of the troupe con- 
tinued on their way toward Tours, 
under tlie direction of Moranbois. 
Belkmare installed himself with the 
two young actresses, in a hotel of the 
lower town ; and lion insiated on my 
taking up my quarters with him at 
the house of his friend, who would 
bo pleased to know me and to enter- 
tain me. I accepted on condition 
that I should go there after the per- 
formance, and that he should not pre- 
sent me to his friend until the next 
morning ; Bellamare had allowed me 
also twenty-four hours' leisure. 

" Do not stand on ceremony," Jj6oti 
said to me ; "my friend is a bache- 
lor, and you will Imj perfectly free at 
his house. At any hour of the night 
that you present yourself with your 
valise, the concierge will admit you , 
and show you to your room. I will 
warn him, and he will expect you 
without waiting for you." 

He gave me the address, and some 
directions, after which he left ma 
I was curious to see the acting of 
the troupe that occupied the town, 
and to know if other provincial lov- 
ers were better or worse than L •' 
They were worse, which was little 
consolation. During the ]^rform- 
ance a fearful storm swept over the 
town, and it was still raining in 
torrents when we left the theatre 
amid a great confusion of carriages 
and umbrellas. 

In the lobby of the theatre T met 




A. B0I£XirO SfONK 



78 



tt young artist whom I liad known 
somewhat at Paris, aud who took ue 
to a neighboring co^i to awsit the 
«iid of fthft afaoiref. Re ttvtn offend 

to share his room with me, which 
WAA very near the theatre, and tried 
to dissuade me from seeking my 
lodging ia the old town beliind the 
lull, in the loet qneitei^, w he laid, 
wheie it wouhl be very difficult to 
direct me. I feared lest L6on, de- 
spite his promise, had taken the 
trouble to await me, and, as soon as 
the sky had growa a little cleerer, I 
heetened in aeeidi of Na 23 of the 
ntnet specified, whose name, with 
joor permission, I will not q»eak. 

I was indeed compelled to search 
for some time, to a'jccnd 1 know not 
huw many perpeudiuular fligiits of 
etepe> to deacend eevenl otbeta, end 
iind mj wej at mndom in the pie- 
twesque, ntirrow, «)mbre, and com- 
plotrly deserted streets. The clock 
on an old ciiurch was striking one in 
the morning, when I at last ascer- 
iebed tlat I .wee in the wtehed-for 
etieet, before the door of Now 33. 
Was it really 23 ? "Was it not 25 ? 
I waa alwiat to ring, when a wicket 
was opuued as if some one had iieard 
me coming. Some one lookml out at 
me ; the door eilso wee opened, and 
nn old aervant, whose face even I 
di ! n t see, asked met in a h»w Toioe, 
*■ Is it yon » " 

*• It b I , certainly," I replied \ " the 
friend whom they expect.'* 

''Hnshl hosht* she anawend; 
•" follow me." 

I thought that everybody was 
asleep, or that tlicre was some one 
flick in the house, and I followed my 
guide on Uptoei She vote liat ahocs. 



and walked like a phanlom, her face 
veiled by her white cap. I ascended 
after her a winding ataivcaae of Aa 
lenaiaaance atyle, dimlj lighted Igr 
a night-lamp, but seemingly of ex- 
quisitf) workmanship. I \v a3 in one 
of those ancient.well-preserved houses 
which form the interest and orna- 
ment of provinoiBl townq,— of Bloia 
in particuhz: At the fiiat 
the old woman paused, opened a door 
with a delicately wrought lock, and 
said to me, " Euter, and above all do 
not go oat" 

. " Keinr r '* aaid I, laughing. 

"Hnahl hnehr aha lagilied wilk 
a fearf nl tom^ plaei^g OM fiiiget on 

her lips. 

Then I saw her pale and austere 
face, which appeared faatastic to m^ 
and whioh ftded into tihe ahadow of 
the staircaae like a dream. 

" Evidentty," thought I, " then is 
in this charming mansion a person 
at Uie point uf deatli. This will not 
be cheerful, but perliaps I may be of 
aome aaaiatanoe to Um aft this pain- 
ful moment" 

And I penetrated into an apart- 
ment delicious in form, carvinp, and 
furniture. I reckoned on finding 
Lion there. I stepped noiseknsl/ 
aeroaa an aniedwmhar whioh pie* 
ceded a delightful drawing-RNMn, o« 
rather boudoir, where there was a 
fire, an agreeable precaution in this 
stormy weather, which had drenctied 
and ohilled me; wax t^wie homed 
in the candelabra, two great arm- 
chairs ef mm design occupied the 

chiTTiTif"^' oomers ; but their cTi^hiooa 
of Tours brocade, fre««h an i r"imde<l, 
did not indicate that any one iiad sat 
there neently. The tiali ftamitoxa^ 



Digitized by Google 



74 



A BOLUNO STONl. 



anaDged with scropnlons care, bad 
the appMnnM of ft xeddenoe loDg 
VDOoeapied. Tko luatm iladied its 
crystals disCTMtly, bcneatk a cover- 
ing of silver gauze. Tlie lace nifties 
and covers ou t^ie ariu-ckairs were 
irreproachably white and stiE Two 
pretty glass oapbouds ooDtaining, 
ODQ Chinese kniek-]aiscke» tlm other 
little omsments of old Saxony ware, 
were closed aiid locked. There was 
a work-table, denoting a woman's so- 
journ, whelher transient or perma- 
nent; Iml ibis ^eoe of Amutiife was 
empty, not a psitiole of tjiseed or 
silk xwwined tttsehed to its velvet 
lining. 

At the back of the boudoir I saw 
a tapestry curtain which faced the 
oMmney-pieoe, sod whidi I lifted 
cautiously. Notliing Imt obeomrity 
and silenca I took a taper, and 
penetrated into the most delicious 
sleeping-raom that I liad ever seen. 
It was blue, all hung with azure silk 
damsslc finished with fttnges of white 
silk. A bedt white and gold, with 
fringed canopy and ample curtains 
of the same color and material aa the 
hangings, occupied, like a monument, 
neailjr one wluile side of the cham- 
ber/ whioli wss not laige, bnt was 
yery lofty. Opposite the bed a 
inantel-pif'f^p of white marble, em- 
bossed v itli j^'ilded copper, supjMirteil 
a timepiece lu tlie Louis XVI. style, 
and of nxe elegance; candlesticks 
wttb tbiee knocheer white and g^l 
like the dodc ; and two white marble 
Loves, which must have been the 
work of some quaint and skilful 
master. A commode, a secretary, 
and Uagim of toeewood, with ma- 
dalUoQS of eld 8«vies» ft little io& of 



Chinese satin, two or three arm-chsii* 
marvalkMiily embroidered hand, 
a red-biown erpet, apHnkled over 
with delicate sprays, a Venetian mir- 
ror in its frame of diamonded flow- 
ers, two large pastels representing 
beautiful ladies, very dicoilelic, and 
who had a right to be •» ; I ka<>^ 
not what kesida; azquiaite nothings 
placed on all the brackets ; — all 
marked the sleeping-room of a wo- 
man, wealthy, artistic, fastidious, and 
elegant, — voluptuous, perhaps. 

When I had mada Cba inventafj 
of this too comfiirtaUe aetylum, I 
wondered if it had really been des- 
tined for me, and if the old house- 
keeper had not committed the mon* 
strous blunder of introducing me Chera 
in the place of some marehionesA. 

Then I lemembered that I^^on had 
wealthy parents, that he had lived 
in the aristocratic world, and had 
friends in high life, and that the one 
whose hospitality I was receiving, 
being a bachelor end independent^ . 
there was nothing wonderful in bin 
having fitted up a fine apartment in 
his elegant mansion for tl»e use of 
some extravagant mistress, or some 
peison of lughw station, who cama 
oocsidonaHy to kis house for a mys- 
terious rendezvous. 

But why the dense had they thus 
honored a poor strolling player, 
drenched and muddy, who would 
have keen contented with a eioss- 
bed in an attic» without descending 
from his usual habits ? It seemed 
t<i me like fin inmical magnificence. 
Had they tnore mode.st lodging to 
oHer a modest vitiitor in i\m princely 
f Was it the apartment es- 
designad fxa friends? ht 
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tiitli one Lion dunM oeeiipy it, 
■ad I bogui to look ftboat for a 
aecond sleeping-iooiil lock«d with 

tJie same k'»y. 

There was noDe. I msolved to 
install myself there gaylj, convinced 
tiuifr I ihoiild disoower Mxft day that 
the luNudteqper had loot bar wita 
It W88 her afTair, and not mine : I 
WR3 wean', I ^"^'^^ rnld, nnd my f5l!\:^fit. 
wound was snmrwhat painful, and 
my first astonishment giving place 
to (he need of teet end efosp, I eeated 
myself on the sola, tondbed a match 
to the pile of kindlings heaped up in 
the fireplace, and began to take ofT 
my shoes, whose dusty-white prints 
I was ashamed to leave upon the 
ceipeL 

IVhile icgaidlng the tefleetiaii of 

0ie hed in the Venetian mimnv in- 
clined toward me, I noticed that the 
silk counterjjane liati not been turned 
back, and Uicro was nothing to in- 
dieete that due handseme couch was 
not meraly for onumient I nited 
the folds of damask, and peioeived 
that there were neither sheets nor 
blankets on the nntfrooR of white 
satin. Tliis made nie consider again. 
Evidently tliis luxurious lodging had 
not been dedgned for me. or iuely 
theiTB was a more modest bed some- 
where witltin the reach of simple 
mortals. In vain I sought for it. 
NoUiing in tlie dressing-closeta ; no 
alcove* Itidden in the wall; nothing 
to lie down on, unless fiie nonnsl 
^oeapsnt of the bine room was a tiny 
ady capable of compressing herself 
within the limits of the little Chinese 
satin sofa But as I already mew^ured 
five feet five inches in height, there 
was no bf^ for me, even if I occupied 



the whole of it^ sad I vesjgMd isy- 
sel^ at fin^ to sleeping in a sitting 
posture; but after five nunntee I 
was too warm, and stretched myself 
out on the carpet, in the middle of 
the chamber; five minutes later I 
was too oold. Decidedly, mj eeiatok 
nsde me a little feverish ; I feond 
that Uon's proffered Imspitality was 
ft sorry jest, and forbidding me to 
leave the apartment appeared to me 
like the tranaparent stamp of a hoax. 
Still, Lkm was not ftoetkmi. So 
absolnto a sikiiee leigned Uuoq^ 
out the house, that one would have 
tliought it deserted. The same si- 
lence in the street The moon now 
fully, lighted up this sloping road, 
whkli dsiosndsd In windings, bor* 
dered by walls oveifaang bj 
biaached taeea. The gardens 
interspersed here and there by bous- 
es, which BOcmed to grow sinallsr 
and smaller, reason of the declivi* 
ty ; them wss no ehanee at night to 



and modem villas, our age net faav* 
ing invented a cfaanoteristie aiehl- 

tccturc. 

I dared not open the window, for 
I might still suppose tliat Uiere was 
the pnckms deep of illneM to be 
ngsaded. But I saw very distinctly 
through the bhie glass, and the pic- 
ture T cont^tTi]i1ated received a fan- 
tastic brightness from it, like that of 
an operatic moonlight Tliere were 
no shutteis, the rensissanoe windows 
being in prismatic enss-bars. The 
lindens, all in blossom, lifted their 
great round lieads alwve the wall in 
front ; a little farther off, a vine-clad 
arbor was supported by pilasters on 
a tenaee; en die rights a littb i 
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km, which might he a portn's lodge, 
resembled an antique tomb. I know 
not why this empty, silent street, 
with ita low edifices, its elegant 
forms, and ita squares of greenery, 
made ake fancy hov a sabatb of 
Fbmpeii or a part of ^nucoliuii 
must once have looked, seen in the 
gray of tlio morning. As a distant 
clock was striking iialf past one I 
decided to roll myself in my trav- 
ciUiiiK'Uanlwt^ and stnteh myself 
upon tho aatmiiiattraaH» drawing over 
me the vast counterpane, by which 
means I found myself most comfort- 
ably established, and fell speedily 
inle tiiat agnwalile -Hindering which 
pracedea ft aweeb daep^ 

It was the first time in my life 
that I hod occupied so rich and so 
downy a couch ; it wo\ild probably 
be the last; I was not sorry to inholti 
the perfume of this elegant wealth 
and refined taste. The foe continued 
to crackle^ and to cast gieat waves 
of light over the pictures, furniture, 
and ceiling, which last was paint€d 
to simulate light clouds upon a rosy 
sky. Gradually the fire died down, 
and clothed tbe whole with a toll and 
Imnhuwis atmosphere, whidi must 
have resembled the famous azure 
grotto. I asked myself if the influ- 
ence of some kindred association 
m^ht not have cauaed my dream. 
I lecaUed tbe ferm-honse where I 
had giown up ; the great famify-room 
with rough beams for a ceiling, 
whence hung clusters of shining 
onions and scarlet tomatoes by way 
of lustres; the walla covered wiUi 
ttew-past and basins of gleaming 
copper; the noises which broke in 
upon mj fint sleep; the rocking of 

♦ m 



the childien'B endlsa; flie degs that 

barked in the court-yard, when the 
oxen stirred in the stride, or when 
a distant wagoner passed by, whose 
heavy cart crushed tlie giuvel in 
regular oadenoQ, and whose hoiaes 
walldi^ with equal step made the 
bells on their collara sing do /a do re 
mi do. Again T saw my mother, 
and the three poor children, younger 
than myself, who died in the same 
year ; my father, still young, putting 
me to bed, while my mother nuned 
the last-born and drawing over my 
face tlie 'neat itjugh linen sheets 
wliicli would prevent me from being 
disturbed bgr flies that might be ear- » 
Im astir than L 

" II er^* thmig^t I, " there are no 
flies, but there are no sheets." 

And I wondered naively if it was 
the custom of grandees to do wtUiout 
them. At every qneation that I asked 
myadf I fdt the haavinem of sisep, 
which replied with supreme nneon- 
cern, " What matter ? " A clear and 
silver)' sound awoke me ; it was 
the voice of a nightingale, {lerched 
in the garden opposite, which came 
to me through the glass and the ouiw 
tains with a dender ray of mounli^tk 
T said to myself that the bird, an 
eloquent artist, without taking any 
trouble, and witliout fear of failure, 
a satisfied lover and accepted pn>- 
tector» waa happier on his hrsnch 
than I upon the satin and the down; 
and I slept again profoundly, so pro- 
foundly that I did not hear some one 
enter the next room, and was ai-oused. 
only by a noise of tongs witlt which 
the drawing-room fire waa being 
stirred. 

Some sudden insist restrained 
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me ftom calling out, "Uon, is U 
yon f ** Had I dept long f Mj fire 

was burned out ; the moon now shone 
bpforo my window, ono of whose 
curtains I had left a little raised. I 
sprang up and walked noiselessly to 
the. tapestry door, whieh wpoieted 
me from the boudoir, and which I 
drew aside a hair^s breadth to take 
n cautions snrvey. My anticipation 
was realized. A woman of elegant 
appearance, ricliiy dressed in black, 
and wearing a bteo veil, lied taken 
poneision of the apertiiieiii Wm it 
the marchioness of my expectations ? 
It ^'^'n': iTinif'^'^iMi" for ino to <»f>o lirr 
• face, which was turnoil nside. from 
the mantel-piece, and was not re- 
iliKted hy the mirror, plooed very 
h^h, to agree with iio eatroaiidingt ; 
but through the hl.ick kcc I distin- 
gnisLoi? n h->;ii| of splendid hlond 
hair, and a niagnilicent neck. The 
figure was supple, slight without be- 
ing fragile, the moTementa jouthfo], 
coofidenk, end gmoefoi I psveeived 
all ttiis, for she raised her arm to ex- 
tinguish the tapers, still burning in 
the candelabra; ehc drew one arm- 
chair from the chimney-corner, 
brought the other n^tfer, and put a 
evBhioii under her feek The only 
illumination now was that of a ain- 
glo taper, overshadowed by a little 
blue capital. She seated herself with 
ft weary air, and disappeared in the 
depths of the great arm-chair, leav- 
ing in sight only the silhouette of 
her charming foot before the fire. 
A little Tvussia leather bag and a 
lar-f travelling-wrap of English wa- 
terproof cloth were placed on the 
round table. No other package, no 
waiting-maid* no member nt the 



household, bddng tlie tnmUe to re- 
ceive her. EvidenUj, it was en in- 
timate friend, witii whom they used 

no ceremony, to whom they had said 
as to me, " Come when you pleaao, 
you will trouble no one, and no one 
will trouble hinuelL'* Some near 
relative of the master, a sister pet* 
haps ? A mistrass ; certainly nolk he 
would not have left her alone. 

AVlioever she was, she wa-s there, 
she was cold, she followed my ex> 
ample and warned heEsdf beliwe 
gging to bed. What would she 
think of that bed without sbeeli or 
blankets, which had puzzled mo 80 
iniK {i That was not iny concom ; 
but what caused me a very serious 
perplexity waa the oilier aorprbe 
that awaited her,*— that of finding • 
previous occupant in tiiia Una oham- 
hfT on which she seemed to count 
imphcitly, since she did not take the 
pains to examine it in advance as I 
had done; 

One does not think to ptoAt bgr 
such a situation when one is twen^, 
and bears with him all the bashful- 
nes.s and modesty of an ideal lovo. 
I felt only dread of the approaclung 
scene ; the shrieks of the woman be- 
lieving in an ambnsii, llie absurdly 
of my apparent boldness, the arous- 
ing of my host, hastening in tho di- 
rection of her cries, the laughter or 
reproaches, who could tell 7 A ridic- 
ulous situation for me, painful for 
the hdy, embarrassing for the master 
of the house. In an instant I turned 
over in my dizzy head all the means 
of oscaping without exposure ; to 
retreat by the window was ilaiigcr- 
ous, but possible ; only it must bo 
opened, thb window, and the hdy 
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-would cry, " Tliievcs ! '* It would be 
Btill worse if I concealed myself un- 
der the bed or in tlio curtains. I 
bad bad leisure to ascertain that 
tlicre was no egress from the dress- 
ing-closet I could arrive at only 
one decision, which was to show my- 
self at once, and explain all immedi- 
ately, hastening to yield the place to 
her. This was what I was about to 
do, and was preparing for it, when the 
lady started at the sound of a foot- 
step coming from the anteroom, and 
ran to meet the new arrival. I prof- 
ited by this diversion to rearrange 
the bed, to take my travelling-bag 
and blanket, and put on my shoes 
again, that I might not be surprised 
in the very act of house-breaking. 

I had not yet finished these speedy 
preparations, and was still seated on 
the sofa, drawing on my boots with 
a nervous hand, when I heard in the 
boudoir the sound of a voice too pe- 
culiar to leave mo in doubt for a mo- 
ment ; it was the voice of Rellaraare. 
While complicating the probl«im still 
further, this unlooked-for circum- 
stance reassured me. The lady, not 
finding herself alone with me, would 
have no fear, and on my side, I 
knew that Bcllamnre would explain 
my presence so quickly and so well, 
that there would not bo a moment's 
suspicion of tho purity of my inten- 
tions. Besides, who knew if this 
person meant to stay, and if this 
were not merely a business appoint- 
ment ? Theatrical alTuirs are some- 
times conducted with the most cau- 
tious secrecy. I resolved to await 
the end of the overture and not to 
listen ; but the silence about us was 
80 profound, and the wainscoted 



J STONE. 

boudoir so resonant, that, in spite of 
the care the lady took to subdue her 
voice, it was impossible for me to 
lose a word of the dialogue, which I 
will try to give you, woixl for word. 

"You were admitted without hav- 
ing to wait, were you not. Monsieur 
Bellamare?" 

"And without being questioned; 
yes, madame, with the recommenda- 
tion not to make a noisa" 

" Yes, on account of the next 
house. No. 23, which is occupied at 
present" 

" I know it Two of my actors are 
staying there." 

" Two ? ah heavens I who ? " 

" I presume that you know neither 
of them." 

" I know them all I have fol- 
lowed your performances to Orleans 
and Beaugency. Is it M. L^on ? 

" Yes, madame, L^on and Law- 
rence." 

" ^Vllat a singular coincidence I I 
am so confused — . I do not know if 
I shall have tlie courage to tell you, 
now — Heavens ! how extraordinary 
my conduct must seem to you I 
What an opinion you must have of 
me ! " 

" I am a man who has seen so 
many extraordinary things, that he 
has ceased to be astonisliud at any- 
thing ; and as to my opinion, it ought 
not to disturb you. I have not the 
honor of your acquaintance ; I know 
neither your name nor your condi- 
tion, neither your country nor your 
residence, since you are not at homo 
here ; neither your oge nor your face, 
since you conceal it from me by a 
veil. I understood perfectly that it 
concerned an affair of the heart, and 
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did noi for a* moment snppoM jwt 
were enamored of my forty years and 
sunburned visage. Your I'^ftor was 
nrgent and charming. I am kind* 
hearted and obliging ; I came. You 
hsve nqnertad aeeveey; I Inake a 
INnnfc of jualifyiiig yoor oonlidence. 
86 I am here at youV service ; speak ; 
come to the point, without fear. The 
nights are short at thii* seasoii ; lose 
no timo, if you fear to be seen on 
leftving the hoaae.** 

'Ton mem m good to me, and I 
Icnow yon to be so delicate, that I 
will take courage. I love a young 
man who is n member of your troupe." 

" Lawrence or Leon i " 

"lAwrenoei" 

"He deserves to he lond; Be is a 

brave and worthy fellow." 

" I Vnow it ; T have obtnincl n\\ 
the information po.s.sible nbout him. 
I witnessed his d^biU : he pleased 
ma He did not display bis talent 
to advantage that evMiiiig; he iras 
confused. Hia face awoke my sym- 
pathy; his voice went to my hcnrt. 
Another evening I .saw him agnin 
and he was admirable ; he made mu 
tremUe end weep. IIUtfhaftTloved 
him madlf ; hot this eeoivl would 
never have left my heart, had it not 
hppn for the events which follower! 
this j»erformance." 

"The duel with Captain Va- 
^tfaatdr** 

Precisely. I know this Ya- 
chard : he wished to address me ; he 
was ill received, for he was inexpres- 
sibly disagreeable to me. Wounded 
by the bluotness of my refusal, he 
skadeied ms; It is his habit ; he 
is n disbonomble num. He then he- 
4)saie odious to me, although he had 



done me no injuiy. Ify life k with- 
out reproach, I might even say with- 
out emotion, and no one who knew 
me cr^ited his falsehoods ; but the 
men of the present day have loet the 
chivaliio instinet; and anipng those 
who were my natural defenders these 
was not one who dared say to this 
soldier, "You have lied !" The les- 
son he deserved must needs be given 
him in connection with another wo> 
man, an aotnas, nnd hy n vety young 
man. I resolved, from that moment 
to struggle no longer against the pas- 
sion with which the artist had in- 
spired me, and to make hia fortune 
and his happiness, — if he would con- 
sent t" 

" The dense I 'forfeune and happi* 

neas'; when one can unite those 
two extiemee, one alwnyt eqa- ' 

8ont9 ! ** 

" Stay i It was not for mo that he 
fought, I hnve been infonned of all 
the partaottbis; it was for n eom* 
rade, for this charming Imp^ria, 
with -wlioTn T f^lionld bo in love, 
were I a man, and whom' I have 
applauded since then just the sam^ 
and Willi aU my heart I am good* 
natuied, and I know how to he jost 
If these young people love eadi ofh- 

or. fifl it \n very po5.<»ible and very 
natural to suppose, keep ra}- ."^ecret 
I have told you nothing ; and as for 
me, I will be tesigned ; I wUl oon* 
qnor myself; I wUl have hoped 
noUiing, felt nothing ; but if, as some 
say, there is absolutely nothing be- 
tween them, if I^awrence merely 
wished to make the dignity of the 
artist respected in her, you who 
must know the tntth» yon whose 
diaiaoter and tepntalian aie of tiie 
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greatest weight in my eyes, you wiU 
iMMOM me, md udst me in mak- 
ing mjMlf known." 

" The last vexsion is the true one. 
Imp^^ria is a person of perfect purity, 
and even somewhat shy. Slie con- 
fides in me aa if I were her father. 
If Lftwieoee had gpt^Dsa of love to 
her, and if she had loved him, she 
would have token me for confidant 
and atlviser If he had spoken of 
love tu Ler, and she had not re- 
sponded to it, she would, perhaps, 
hten eonoealed it fitom mo; bat she 
vonld hove treotod him With cold- 
ness and distnist, whereas I see a 
peaceful and lively fdendship exist- 
iog between them." 

"Yon axe sure, then, tlu^ he does 
not love her?** 

"I think I may be sure of it I 
can ascertain by observing him, 
wiUiout saying anything, or by ques- 
tioning him in y^ur Ijchalf.** . 

"In luy beiiaii? O uo, certain- 
ly not yet ! Ton mwt fixst know 
who I am. I un twenty-four years 
old; I am the daughter of an artist 
who left me some fortune ; I roar- 
ned a man of rank who had none, 
who did not make me happy, and 
who left mo a widow at nineteen. I 
went to live with my father again, 
who dso died, last year, leaving me 
alone in the world, and since llien 1 
have lived in retirement I am still 
in mourning. I adored my father, 
and awore that if I ever married 
agun, I would wed an aitia^ and 
that I would marry only for lova I 
have the right ; T liave the means, as 
they say, vulgarly ; I have twenty 
tliousaud francs a year, and all the 
ckigaiit oomfort that my fttber knew 



how to create fur himseUl My hus- 
band did not have timo to aqnaader 
my dowiy. So I can diooM, and I 

have chosen. It is for you to learn 
if I am worthy of being happy and 
capable of Iwin*^^ hn-inl Ascertain; 
my name and address axe on this 
carl I ftar no inquirioa^ Aafor 
my peraon, yon mvit judge of that, 
also , T romove my veil" 

At Lhiii word, without thinking of 
my situation, 1 sprang from the sofa, 
which creaked feebly, uud would 
have betrayed my presence, if a 
quick eacalamation firom Bellamaw 
!md not covered this alight noise. 

" Ah my Lady Countess," cried 
he, after having glanced at llie card, 
probably, "you are as beautiful a;» 
Lawrence is handaomo, and yon 
would be very wrong to doubt your 
omnipotence." 

I was behind the curtain ; I tried 
to draw it aside ; my haiul ttxsm- 
bled; when I succeeded iu ventur- 
ing a peep, it woa too late; the 
accursed black veil« cruelly thick, 
was reiilnocd upon the head and 
shoulders of my Galatea. I stayed 
there, not daring to look longer, for, 
if her back was turned to roe, liella- 
mare, aeated in the comer oppoaite, 
was so aituated that he could aea 
the tapestr}' move. So, standing aa 
if petrified, I heard the remainder 
of the dialogue. 

" I am glad that my face pleases 
you, Mondenr BeUamare ; yon will 
tell him, when the time ocmea, that 
I am not ugly." 

" O the dense ! " replied Bellamare^ 
naively, well knowing tiiat the spon- 
taneous expression of conviction nev- 
er offiBoda a woman ; " you an dia- 
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bsantifoll Gomel I irffl 
do whftib you wisk I iriU xntke 
inquiries cauLioualy." 

" Yes, very cautiously, bat very 
conscientiously, I insist ujpou it; and 
when you are oooviiioed tiut I am 
• aeriooa penoo, who^ after much 
OHMltt^ reason, and virioe, has admit- 
ted into her heart and head a lively 
afTectior? find a noblo folly, you will 
help me to make my band accepted 
hy him whom I have chosen for my 



"Tott know that Lawienoa ia at 

most but one-and-twenfyf ** 

" I know it" 

• That his father is a peasant I " 
" I know, it* 

''Tliat he lov«a tha tiiMln paa- 
monatetyf* 

" I know it" 

"Ven' wpl!. I cannot tell you that 
your choice 13 rcosonftble, according 
to the world; you have, yourself, 
paaaed aentraoe on it and judged it ; 
you must hava foreseen vhnU the 
9B9rld vnll my about it t" 

** Perfectly ; do you blame me ? " 

" I blame love, devotion, coui-age, 
and uuselfishuess ! Ou the coutrary, 
I ihouUI like to kneel before you^ 
iwAtnuo and even to tell yon that, 
in my opinion, you have taken the 
patli of wisdom I have always seen 
that what is commonly called so 
leads to deception and regret; but 
here ia the daylight, I hdieve, and 
I ahotUd do wdl to withdraw—" 

"No, no I Monsieur fiellamare, it is 
I who must retreat very quickly, for 
I wish to take tho train that leaves 
in an hour." 

*'Do you go to Tonn?** 

"No. I ahallfoUowyon nokoger 



in yonr jomii^y. Kow tliat mj 

mind is at rest, I shall wait, at my 
country house, until you write to me 
and tell^ me: 'I have gained the 
infomiatiou you desire; Lawrence's 
heart is entiielj free; it is time to 
aol' Then* in whatever plBoe yon 
may he, you will see me arrive. 
Adieu, and Heaven bless you for tho 
good that you have done me. I leave 
in your hauda tlie care of my honor 
and my prideL I have your woid, 
Uwienoe ahan know nothingl" 
"I swear ib" 

" Farewell again. T am going 
away by the gardens behitnl tho 
house. This house belon*^^ to a 
liiend of nine who is tmveliiug, and 
must know nothing. A worthy wo- 
man, who was destitute, and whom I 
have had inatalled as guardian here, 
will come directly to let you out 
She ia entirely devoted to me« and 
will not betray me.** 

BeUamate conducted the Coanteea 
to the door of tibe anteroom. When 
he returned to the boudoir he started 
with Rurpri.ip on seeinf^ nie se^edin 
tiie place he had just left 

in 

"With your permission,** said L&w* 
rence, " I will interrupt niy story for 
a whila If it has not wearied you, I 
can continue it^ with ua uiuoh exact- 
and ainoerity as I have ene- 
in doing np to thia point 
My reminisoenoee are very fresh, 
bccauso they were vry Bimple, and 
recurred to an exclu.sive preoccu- 
pation. After the adventure of the 
Uue room, thia pieooenpation waa 
divided, and I need to find the dew 
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to the labyrinth, in which I mui, for 
a long time, lost." 

"That ia to say," I remarked to 
lAimiUMk f dutt you lofad the beau- 
tiful Goonteas and the fthermiiig ac- 
traat At the same time ?" 

" Yes and no, no and yea ; perhaps, 
how do 1 know ? You will assist me 
to read my feelings clearly. Would 
you like to wlk a litUe iray 7 I 
cm not used to wwmining eo i& one 
2)lace, and thinking ao long About 
myself." 

* Let us return to the town," said 
I ; " share my dinner, and wo will 
leeume your lecital this evening, or 
to-aoBOW, if yon pleiae.** 

He accepted, hut on condition that 
I should go to Ilia fatlier's bouse with 
him, fis bo biid not seen him during 
the day, and luared lest he might Ijt; 
•nzious about him. We dnoended 
the moantein quickly, tndp Mowing 
tibe lepid oourse of the Yolpio, we 
were soon \\\>on the ])laiii. Lawrence 
took me atruight across tlie niagniti- 
«ent meadows, to the faubourg of the 
town, which was not much move 
aquolid and ugly than the town 
iteelf. Between two stately walls 
of manure, we reached the house aud 
grounds of Father Lawrence, which 
had noUiing poetical ahout them, I 
aiann you. The Bbsenoe of any wo- 
man was peiceptible in all the detaila 
of the yard and the interioi* for one 
could not apply the name of woman 
to the old virago who was performing 
hor hous^'hold labors, while giving an 
oecaaional glance or turn to the pot 
upon the five. The garden alone 
was well kept, and we found the 
elder Lawrence there engaged in 
<liggiug a bed. lie was a man of 



seventy, well preserved and remark- 
ably handsome, l>»it without expres- 
sion and deaf as a post. Ho oould 
exchange wiCk bis turn alona tbe Uw 
ideas he aeened to bav^ for I*w- 
i-ence replied to all fais questions 
without niiainjT hia voice, and ac- 
comp.Liiyin^' his words with a some- 
wluii mysterious pantozuiiue arranged 
between them. J[» ondnntood that 
I was a friendly visitor, and that I 
should feel.much Interest in hia veg- 
etables, for he did not spare me the 
description of a single root, and relat- 
ed minutely, in an iucoiupreiienaiUn 
patois, the atoiy of all his JiortunUttt* 
ral eaaayi. Unabla to oommumoate 
my impressions to biiii, I bore the 
inliiotion patiently, seeing I>awrei»ce 
catch up the spade, aud hastily com- 
plete the bed begun by his father. 

"Yon mttit |ia>don m^" bo .aaid, 
"I had not done my task to-day; 
and my poor old man would bavo 
worked too much, for ho never com- 
plains, aud often puuishos ma by 
doing double duty." 

lute necesai^. 

" No," he veplied, " we Iiava enou^ 
to live on, without fatiguing our- 
selves; but my father bus a passiou 
for the ground, aud if he ^ve it a 
moment's rcst^ he would think that 
he had oommitled a crime towards 
ilk He is a genuine peasant, as you 
see, and outside bis garden the \voild 
does not exist. The manure that wo 
heap up arouuU us is tlie hoiizou by 
whiflh bis thought is bounded, and 
within it are endoaad tieasuvea of 
activily, patienoe, pactical iutelli- 
gence, prudence, and resignation. If 
you passed a day with him, you 
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; ivould lore him in qdto of jmnwlf. 

; TTo his every virtue, — gentleness, 
chastity, cliarKv, sclf-sacriHnc. lie 
does not understuuU what 1 liave re- 
linquiahed in ntavniqg to ■huw his 
lifo ; Imt if ii wen oeoeaaaiy to imdco 
4k grcntor sacrifice for me, he would 
not Iicsitate. In short, monsieur, I 
respect and love him with all my 
heart. 1 was very glad to show you 
h\n Iiandsome face, and tell you what 
I think of liim, before reenming my 
Btory. Tt is a good hour yet before 
3-011 dine. We shall Ije quiet here, it 
1551 tltp day after the wedding, and all 
my companions are fatigued. I will 
<!otidticl yon to my tiny oasis, for I 
have one whidi ooneoles me for the 
monotony of niy oocupailaona and my 
lifthitation." 

Ho led the vrny to the hack of the 
enclosure, which was spread out, in a 
gentle' slope, upon the side of tlie hill, 
«nd wa» eunounded by walla high 
«noiigh to intorcept the view. 

"Formerly, our endoeure was 
charming," said T^iwrence to mc ; 
"it commanded an admirable country, 
and when, on returning from ray last 
abaeitee, my father ]>mudly showed 
me thii nimpart tliat converted it 
into a tomb, saying, ' I hope that 
you will enjny yourself hero now,* I 
wa.s seized with a frightful chnf^rin 
but be was so proud of his enclosure 
■and his young fniit>treeB, that I add 
nothing ; only. I reserved for myself 
the part you arc about to see, — a 
bit of earth the size of a pocket- 
handkerchief, but whirli is my de- 
light, because nothing in it has been 
touched and spoiled.** 

He opened a little gate, whose key 
b > had aliout him, and we foond our- 



selves upon a narrow sti^ of uatni» 
tivated ground which was aupperled 

by a bnnk of great rocka. 

" This is only the upper part," he 
said, when 1 had admired the view; 
" I posaeae the lower portioa alio. 
Descend a Utile caatioualy." 

He disapjwared between two blocks 
of stone ; 1 followed him, and we de- 
scended perpendicularly from projec- 
tioQ to projection, till we reached a 
little torrent which ^ided along a 
rocky dwnnel, without <rther noise 
than a mysterious inunnuring. We 
were in a sort of natural oval well, 
for at the two extremities the rock 
united in anch a way that it formed 
an aseh ahove the fanning water« 
and the margin of the excavation 
was covered with a charming vegeta- 
tion. The soil of the kitchen garden 
ptnlwihly oozed tliruiigii its walls, and 
the rains carried thither, in spite of 
the partition, the choicest of its earth 
and seeds, for the colUvated plants 
were intermingled Uiere with the 
wild flora which had attained un- 
wonted prnportinns. In the bottom, 
tite spicy arum, the el^ant papyrus, 
the wonderfully graoelVd eotton-«sler 
intertwined themselves, or grew side 
by aide, with water-plantains, cal- 
rops, wntcr-lilies, and alimns, which 
liad spnin;; up of their own free will 
n a limpid jkjoI, a sort of spring or 
diainage of the land, placed like a 
moveless diamond a little above the 
l>ed of the Ttmning stream. 

The whole extent was extremely 
limited, hut of considomble depth, 
and nature had embellished it with 
SO much beauty and luzorianoe that 
I was charmed. 

* I call this my Leth^" aaid Iaw« 
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moe; " it 18 a gulf of flowers, rocks, 
mosa, and wfld plants, where I oome 
to fioflget the past^ when it tortures 
me too much. I lose myself in tlie 
contemplation of a cluster of wild 
roses, or a tuft oi gi-ass, and I imagine 
that I have never lived otherwiae 
than as the stones and leaves; they 
are happy as poanble^ livii^ in their 
natural state, and not tormented in 
their passive existence. Why should 
not I be as glad as they, I, who in 
iddition, poseoM iho tmdtf of know- 
ing my hftppbcM? But I oannot 
loog lemaio lo ; I fed that while my 
will says Yes, the cowardly tears that 
fall upon my idle hands say No /" 

" Then let us not remain here. Do 
not nUate your eonows here ; per- 
haps thej would destroy foMver the 
virtue of your I^tbei" 

"Wlio know8? perhaps it will 
produce the opposite eflect Tlie 
thoughts we strive to bauittit always 
letnrn meet obstinately. Stay; tu- 
noRO V I may not have the coumge 
to continiM my sttny, and I know 
that you must leave tis at an early 
day. T^t us sw allow the bitter bev- 
erage at one draught 1" 

And die gai^ner'a scm, lumng 
washed hia eaxth-otaued hands in 
the stream, thus resumed the history 
of hia Hiyit^^^fi^ lifiy . 



CONTINUATION OF THE STOBY 
OF A BOLUNQ SIONH 

TBI SHIPWRECK. 

I left you in tlie bouduir altachod 
to the blue room, BeUtunare returtiing 
for his hat^ myself issuing Utm. be- 
]iiiid the tapssby eaitain, and appear- 



ing to him like the statue of tho 

He was sviprised* uneasy, dis- 
turbed ; tliese emotions passed rapid- 
ly over his expressive countenance, 
and n^Aulved themselves irresii>iibly 
into an immense burst of laughter. 

<*Yoa nnderstand," said I, -thai 
I came here firmly persuaded that 
I was entering No. 23 ; I was im- 
prisoned ; I undentood nothing; I 
slept—" 

"And you heard nothing t " 

"I heaid.eveiytbing. I saw ilie 
hidy, hut with her veil down; I 
guessed at the figure^ I oould not 
see the face." 

"So much the worse for you, — 
a marvel I a blond Fomarinal** 

-You are enamorad of her, my 
dear manager?" 

" Disinterestedly enamored." 

" You would not marry her I " 

" Certuiniy not" 

•'Why!* 

"You do not know, then, that T 

am already married ? " 

" On my honor, no." 

" I am, and charmed to be so, l)e- 
eause if I were not 1 mi^ht perliaps 
have a hx»y for marriage, and meet 
with even worse Inck." 

"Your wife — " 

"Is at the devil, T don't know 
where; but we have noil dug t*) do 
with her. I am charged to sound 
yuu cautiously. Fate laughs at the 
precautions of the adomble GounteiB. 
Xow I have only to question you» 
but not in this house, which is nei- 
ther ours nor hers. I know you to 
be honorable, 1 have no need to 
recommend sU«ice. Let us go oat 
quietly, and do not visit the next 
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bouae now. Come to my hotel: 
we 'will talk of the natter on o«r 

■way." 

The old woman who let tis out 
testified no curiosity, said not a word 
to us, and closed the dour noiselessly. 
When we had gone far enough not to 
difttorb the stilliieaa of this mjiteri* 
cm* street into whidi the daylight 
1>egan to steal, Bellamarc said to nii! : 
" Ah well, here is a pretty d^but in 
your love career! 1 can tell you 
nothing; aiiiae you knoir all, my 
commiaaioD is at an end. Itienaains 
for yoil to consi l^t, and aak yourself 
if you arc williiip that tliis first ad- 
venture of your life should be the 
last one ; for that is the kdy's inten- 
tion, and ihe haa a rlif^k to demand 
it Whatanawerahall Igivehert** 
"Yoa would do better io advise 
Trie than to (lueation mc," sai l 1 ; " I 
ciinnf»t lie in love with a woman 
whom I liave not seen, and I am so 
aniprised and confiiaed, that X have 
not an idea in my head. What 
ahouM you think in my place ?" 

" Sliull T U']\ yon how I reasoned, 
under similar circumstances ? " 
" Yes, I beg you will do so" 
"I was young, and no handsomer 
thanr I am now, but paasioiiatety fond 
of women, and vomcn are always at- 
tracted by these earnest natures. So 
I had a verj- fair su cress, hut a mc- 
cess as pueuliiir us my face and mind. 
An English hidy poascmed of mil- 
liona, w!)ose niece I had aaved from 
drowning, in a passage across Lake 
Cennvn, fnnciod that she loved me, 
and wished to be loved in return 
I asked nothing better, although 1 
ehonid have preferred the nieoe ; hut 
the nieoe^ with the eyea of fifteen. 



thought me YCiy ugly, and the aunt, 
who had amnewhet pawed her (hixti- 
eth year, wished to bind and enrich 

mc by mnrrinpp I shunned the 
question an much as possihlc ; but 
when I saw tlmt she clung to it witli 
the ohakinaey that theae idandeni 
diaplay ia their ecoentrieitiei^ I 
packed my*portmantean, and a]i|iped 
off, in the rnrly dawn, from the gar- 
deTf<? of Armjda. 1 never heart! of 
my laciy afterward, who was, lor all 
that, a handaoree and amiable ete** 
tare ; and I jmferred to wed a lit* 
tie Columbine, of whom I waa enam- 
ored, but who forsook me for a Lindor 
from Toulouse, who used to say to 
the dresser when going on the stage, 
D&HM-moi met idiit m4b$, I waa 
▼eiy wrong to many this dancer, but 
I was veij ri^t in preferring her to 
the virtuous and romantic English- 
woman. Columbine, by regaining 
her liberty, did not deprive me of 
nune. By pefening an am to 
ahe did not take away my mind; in 
short, by appreciating neither my 
talent nor my heart, she has left in^ 
tact my heart and my talent." 

"I understand," said i; "a wo- 
man who had given you fortune and 
reapeotabOity wovUi hare ezerdaed 
over you mffinUy a of life and 
death." 

" And Uie more sweetness she dis- 
played in monopolizing and subdu- 
ing me. the more fettered and en- 
slaved I should feel, because I am, 
like you, kind and loyal ; but how 
unh8]^py T should have been in tho 
padded ca;^9 of social obeervaace I 
A comic actor who is not as absnnl 
in hie private life aa on tiie boanla 
soon tnma to melancholy and sui- 
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eide. In short, I have rejected 
irealth, and more fhta onoo under 
othev fonns tbm that of marriage. 
I never would have chains. Every- 
body tliiiika that I have l>een wmiig; 
but as for me, I justify myself, be- 
cuiae I ttatt feel young and joyous. 
Do not teU me your opinion u for 
•s I am concerned; that is of no 
use ; think of your own particular 
case. You are luindsome, and not a 
oom^iaa The person whose heart 
70U have geined appeora tt eerious- 
I7 in love as possible; you ue not 
yet sufRciently launched in the the- 
ntriral life to leave it with innffrtcea- 
ble regret. Parhapii you are ambitious 
witliout knowing it, and capable of 
playing your part upon tlie stago of 
reel life. If it be so. marry, my 
dear boy, marry ! Life is a hillside ; 
it ia the destiny of some to descend 
into the plains, where gold and wheat 
abound ; of otheis to ascend to tlie 
sterile neks, wbeie th^ reap only 
the wind and the dottds. Put your 
mind ttirougli a course of gymntis- 
tics ; you will see whctlier it is light 
or heavy, if it inclines toward the 
practical ov lei» itself be blown 
away by the idle boeeia And on 
this, let us go and take a nap." 

T followed liim without replying, 
uncertain and weary. T tlmiw iny- 
self upon a bod. and found no escape 
ham my perplexitiesi 
• Bellamate slqit for saveial boufs. 
and tben prepared to lean -with Im- 
p<^ria and Anns, vho was entirely 
recovered. 

•* I leave you liere, free until to- 
mofvow* be said to me; "go ind 
Hon and see the lions of tba eily 
trith him.' And yon can even aik 



his advios^ without m^aUoniog Ko. 
26 to bim. Mid without giving hini 
any particular, any hint, which miyht 
eliance to lead him to guess the per- 
son afterwanls. For the rest, JAou 
is as safe as myself ; Le ia a serious 
young man, a mind of lofty tamper. 
His opinion oog^bt to liave mom 
weight with you than mine." 

"Will you not tell me the name 
of the Countess." 

" Never, uuless she authoriaoa ma 
to do sa At pr^nt, I am eliaiged, 
if you remember, to ascertain if your 
heart is free. Is it, yes or no ? " 

At that moment Tnipdria auuo 
out of her room, carryijig licr little 
carpet-bag. all worn and faded, and 
gathering together the folds of her 
small travelling-cloak, to oovsr op 
her dress, frayed at the armholes. 
Tho contrast of this modest poverty 
with Uie opulence of the lady whom 
I Iwd caught a glinijise of through 
her rich laces occaned to me like n 
revelation of my true instinct. Was 
I ambitions ? Was T susceptible to 
the spell of lu.xury, so dazzlin*; to 
eyes not wont to view it ? Was 
poverty repugnant to me! Gould 
my imeghiation cmicelve of an en^ 
joymont of riches capable of makings 
me forgel the cherished image of ray 
little conmide ? My soul cried no 
with all its might and all its spon- 
taneity. 

^'Ab weU,** continued Bellsmara 
in a low voioe» " I ask if your heart 

is free ? Arc you deaf ? " 

" Upon my word," 1 answered in 
au undertone, " the Countess is too 
cmiona" 

Bellamara took me by the aim, 
witlidnw me two or tbrse steps ftmn 
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Tmp^iia, and said to me, "If you 
care for tiii* one, jott Mimot em Cor 
thm other?" 

T diired not frapftrt my SP^ret to 
Jk.'l]ajnare. T dreadod too much leat 
lie aliuuld oppose me. I replied that 
I WHS ftee in ovciy way, and that 1 
shotild ootids twice befote xcnoiiii* 
dug wo great an advantage. 

" You will rejoin U8 to-momw at 
Tours?" said Iinjiifria, as she was 
entering the railway carriage ; " re- 
member that without you and Lion 
we eliall not dare to talw a etep,** 

* Have you not tt« otiUrt and the 
dear maruigcr ? " 

*• Thf flcar manager will >>o too 
busy with the general installatioua, 
and <^ elleri are very nice, but tketf 
nrt net j/mi. Adieu I amuse youndf 
well, and do not foiget ua,** 

She departed, regarding me with 
so purely aflectionnte an expression, 
that tlie emotion of the blue room 
appeared like an empty dream. One 
would have eaid Imp^ had divined 
my iitnation» and I pennaded my- 
self that her eyes said to me, "Do 
not love any other than me." 

I did not speak of these things to 
Lfon. Since I was no longer unde- 
cided, I had no teaaon to conanit 
him. I talked to him only of him- 
self. His friend of No. 23 was a 
• scion of good family, serimia and 
well informed enough for a man of 
leiaurab We viaited the caatle 
Bloia together, whoae hiatoiy he 
related to US, iiitoisnof^cd with in- 

• 

tercstipg details. Thnt nvining he 
invited us to spnul ^vifb him, and 
have a cosey chat over our punch 
and excellent cigars. It ww in this 
quiet convenation that I undentood. 



for the first time, the inysterious pre- 
occupation of Lfon. 

Leon was no longer a hoy : he was 
tliirty-two ; he had lived much and 
Icirncd miivh in living. Hia ruling 
passion luui always been the stage, 
lie loved all ita fietimii^aBd aooepted 
none of ita nalitiei. It waa the 
spirit, and not the h'ttor, that sua- 
tained him. lie loved all hi3 roles, 
inasmuch as he completed them in 
bis mind ; and, very careful as tu liis 
exterior (wetume and make-up, ho 
alwaya went upon the ati^e per- 
auaded tinvt he waa the character he 
was representing ; but, at the sanie 
titnc, ho detested all his rdles, be- 
caudo ho did not find them conceived 
or written in hia apirit Inahoctkhe 
waa too much a maatw to be a vir- 
tuoso, too literaiy to be u performer; 
and inwardly he never ceased to re- 
bel agiiinat his task, unwilling to 
renounce it, however, and unable to 
think of anything but hie dear end 
odioue pKofeBsion. 

He wrote^ aa I have told you, andl 
was always convinwd, I am bUII con- 
vinced, that he had genius, but the 
most unfortunate sort of genius that 
can fall to one's portion, — genius 
without talent His plays were full 
of originality, vigoroue flighti, strong 
and simple situations ; they had that 
stamp of grandeur and austerity of 
means which characterize the great 
maetera of former timea. Despite 
these superior qualitiee, thqr wecig 
for the most part, tmavailaldei they 
npodod to be entirely recast, and 
partly translated, to makp tli" publio 
comprehend them. Acted before ten 
or twelvo persons of culture, they 
would have been found charmiqg; 



^ 
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but pvrrv nniueraus audience repre- 
aenld u majority ol ignuraut or idle 
niiiida» who am neitliMr itudj, nor 
campon, nor nfleol^ nor eonjeeCora. 
In the province, above all, noUung 
must be left- to the vulgar interpre- 
tntion ; when they medcile with it, 
they ovei'shoot' the mark, aud are 
honiblj SMsdailiMd at what wonld 
not •hook aeriooB and enltivalad 
minds. 

T^on waa tomewhat oRended at 
Bellarnare, because he would act only 
oue or two of liis productiona, and 
baoauaa ho hadiaquiiod oaitain alters 
ationa and aaerifloea. Ho laid, that 
tho daty of a man of inlallfgeiioo and 
a pjcnriinc artist, like our manager, 
"waa to endeavor to instruct and form 
the public, to create one, if necessary, 
'no matter wbare^ instead of snbaut- 
ting to tho bad taale^ and anbjoeliag 
himself to the ignorance of the ready- 
^ made public of every district Bel- 
larnare had replied to these re- 
proaches : " Give me a theatre and a 
giant a hundnd thoiiaand ftancs, 
'and I awaar to bring out your 
pHaya^ and thoae of all imknown av- 
thoTS, who give evidence of genius 
or of talent — in short, those plnys 
destined to meet with no suk;ces3 
I shall not put a sou in iny pocket, 
and I diall bo veiy happj to ad- 
Tmeo art; but, with nothing, one 
can do nothing." 

T^on was crestfallen. Tie did not 
reproach Bellarnare; he esteemed 
and loved him ; but he reproached 
flie ags and numbind ; he ecorned hie 
eentniy, he found himself straitened 
by it, and dragged himself about like 
a conderiMiod prisoner who has not 
mented liia sentence, lie was un- 



willing to make any concession to 
the vulgar, and his friend of iSiou 
enconiaged him in pinannrlng fliie 
prida in lili gonina. Aa fior me^ I 
felt tbat this genius was too incom- 
plete U> show itself 80 intolerant; 
hut T dftffd not say so to hinu for 
ho sard ii himself, he felt it, aud it 
waa tho laal oaneo of hie eadneeik 
He thiiated for tho beavtiAi], and 
knew not how to find in him^lf tho 
aonrce at wliiuli the truly girt.»d man 
refi-esiies himself without needing the 
support of others. 

ika fur me, I waa no bettor at Towa 
than at BeangeiM^, and VendAme did 
not witness tlie unfolding of my ar- 
tistic talent The other towns where 
Bellarnare gained and lost money 
paid no great attention to me. I 
WBa« at best. pasaabHo. I bnra^t no 
diflgiaoe upon tho peifomnanoe^ bnt 
I added no lustre to it, and my aa- 
sociatea deluded themselves on my 
account Bellarnare, always fatherly, 
assured me that 1 was useful to him. 
Still, I could not loplaoa lambeaq, 
who wee insa|ip(niafalo to him, and 
he could not diaehaige him till the 
end of our engagement. It finished 
witliout anything to justify the \io\io 
I had entertained of Uscoming Imji4> 
ria's husband and support. Site waa 
to fetttm to the Ckl^, and I ooold 
not think of aoliciting an engagement • 
at that theatre. There were others 
there, it is true, as tame as T, but 
they came from the Conservator}'. 
Bocage did not like them. lie said 
thatk imkea endowed with a special 
geoiua, tliof were all marked with 
the same stamp, and iucuipulde of 
rendering their stiff lines supple at 
his direction ; but these people hod 
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ttteatioBS theie and I litd aom. I 

did not wish to make a fraiUflas at- 

tompt I linped only to preserve my 
fiiiriimion, tliat I might be near Im- 
jH-rin. Besides, the vacation v/aa at 
liand, and my htim oottntod on Die. 
•I parted from toy eonifadaa at limo- 
gn^ and there T^llamaia proposed to 
en'^'n;„'P! mp for the wint/^r, which he 
iuU'mle«l to pass in the North of 
Fmuce, or to secure an engagement 
for ma in aoma oompany akaUooad 
in a latgo eily. I tiiankad bim. I 
^vtnhed to Tcsuma my atndies at 
Paris, mttil further orders, and not 
to banish myself from Imi)dria. Her 
friendship, in the absence of lier love, 
naa all my joy ; and, without know- 
ing by what patb I might arrive 
there, I still thai I might offer 
. her my life. 

I gave as pretext that, before en- 
tering finally on a dramatic <»reer, 
I wiihad to oonanlt my frndly. Bel- 
lam are approved my course. 

"Tlicn that affair," he said, "is 
sot tied for the present. If you 
change your mind, come and rejoin 
me. By writing to the Od^on, you 
will alwaya letun my whenaboiila. 
Tor the lealv it will be auffidant to 
address your letters to Constant He 
will forwnnl them to me; but 
have another account to dispose oi 
I have not spoken to you again of 
the Countesa; yon havo aakad ma 
no questions regarding her ; it was 
the (hity of us both. I awatted yonr 
first move, vow perhaps awaitef^ 
mine; imtil now that we are iilxjut 
to separate, we must come to an 
nndentanding about har." 

" Hava yon. not written yat to thia 
Adyt" 



"Cflrtainly, I hvn wiitlan hav Uia 
truth. I have told her that you 

had row unwillingly overheard her 
confidences, but that you were fa- 
miliar neither with her name nor 
liar fiusa. I added that yon had 
seemed uadaaidad, tiiat I had ad- 
vised yon to reflect, and that I 
would not leave you without hav- 
ing asked you the result of your 
reflections. Speak ; the mx>meQt has 
ooma** 

"Tell her," I replied, "that I am 
touched, grateful ; that I was struck 
with her grace, even tbrour^h imj)en- 
etrabie dmperios ; that 1 perceived 
the tip of a divine foot and the gold 
of royal tcesaea. Do not tell her 
that these tresses may be false, and 
that it is difficult to be in love with 
a woman who conceals her counte- 
nance and even tlie sound of hsr 
voice ; but you can bruly tell her 
that tha good frith et Iwr language 
filled me with oonfldanoa and impeet 
Yes. te{l her that, for it ia the truth, 
and thn more I think of it tlu* mor« 
esteem I feel for her. You need not 
add that, if she bad not spoken of 
marriage — But diia aariona thing 
baa landarad ma wnionM, and yon 
can condnda by saying that I am 
too young to acer'pl so high a destiny 
without alarm. It would f^quire 
excessive confidence to thiuk myself 
worthy of it and to be aaiu of alwaja 
deaerving it** 

-Very weU," cried BdlamaMb "it 
is worded in such a way that I 
rouM not improve upon it ; but 
have you nut in your heart a little 
postscript of regret, whidi «won]d 
aoftmi yia aolamnity of the reAnal t 
For it ia a tafuaal, thaia ia no da- 
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Tiying it, and who Icnows if two or 
11 ret' years hence 70a will not re- 
pent it T " 

* My detf managn; I have awaited 
jtnu advica. in a state of pevplexity 
of which you do not divine tlie tnic 
cause ; and it is tliis : if yoii found 
that I rpally pogsfssed talent, Vini 
would have said to me, without hes- 
itation, * Do not think of oottnteaa" 
as; study your rfles i' Tour silonoe 
proves to me how little faith you 
have in iny future as an artist So 
it is possible tliat 1 may commit a 
great folly m terminating my charm- 
ing adveatuia by a nfusal; bat^ 
without having eonsidsnd the auh- 
ject much, I believe that I must 
coinc to that decision, or play the 
part of ridiculous affectation and 
bad fiuth. I am too young for a 
Don Juaa ; I dionld trish in vain 
to ahnaa advantages that ehaneo baa 
given me over this woman ; I should 
not know how. I prefer to confess 
my simplicity and console myaelt 
with her esteem." 

"Very well," replied Bellamare; 
"it isslwaysTery weQI Tott have 
tnilyalieait of eold«and Iatinhq>e 
that yon may be an artist Consult 
yo\ir family; it is your duty, and, 
if they are willing, await tlie time 
wheu, according to my custom, I 
shall pass aone wedn in Faria. 
toward the dose of the ssaaon at 
the Oddon. We will resume our 
studies by ourselves, and I have an 
idea that I slutll develop in you all 
that youx' nature couuina of good 
and beautifbL" 

I le(t liim with tesnt ,A11 my 
comrades clasped me in their arms ; 
VoranboiSy alona* touned his bad^ 



Id tsTUNK. 

shrugging his shoulders when I 
wished to embrace him also. 

"Have I heeu guUty of some bad 
aetion, then ? I aslGsd him ; " yon 
esteem me no longer." 

" Tlsat is a lie," replied he in hit 
roost contemptuous tone. "I am 
i'liot enough to love yon, Imt you 
are a bruLu to leave us at the mo> 

ment wh«i we beoMna attadiad to 
yon. That is the way with yonng 
folks I Always ungrateful t** 

" I am not Ixonce," I answered 
him, embracing him in spite of lum- 
self ; " and if I ever resemble him, I 
permit yon to despise me.** 

As for Impdria, she eeemed to na 
much more occupied with a new 
rnlc she was studying than with my 
departure; and I was so grievously 
wounded Uiereat, Uiat I resolved to 
qo away wiUumt bidding her adieu. 
She was at the theatra with Anns, 
rehearsing a scene witli unwearied 
persistency ; but just as I was enter- 
ing the diligence, I saw her hasten- 
ing up, all out of breath, with her 
comiianion. They brought ms a 
pretty keepsake that they had em- 
broidered for me in the side-scenes, 
during the reliearsals, and Imp^ria 
bade me adieu with a tearful smile 
that restored me, body and soul, to 
her allegiaitce. 

liy Iktber was ovetjoyed to sea 
ma again* and hardly questioned ma 
on tha employment of my time. 
Sef-ii)|^' me studious, and apparently 
contented with my lot, he did not 
seek tu cuuipreheud why I had Uw* 
died all summer. 

Neverthdess. I felt dmoat desper- 
ate, and, for Uie first time, I found 
my village, my home^ my eiiateno^* 



Digitized by Google 



A BOLLtNd STOKE. 



91 



iniuleroble. I measuxed Uio abyss 
that divid«d sm fimm the oompan- 
ums of my ehilUliood, tad the oome* 

iMflS of my normal spliere wounded 
me like an injustice of destiny. On 
reflection, I quickly recognized that 
it was the fault neither of this sta- 
tion, if I could accept it no l«c^» 
tior of nuTaelf, if it had eeoeed to Mt- 
lafy me. The whole trouble pro- 
opfflpd from my fnthcr'a simple ftni 
l)ition to raisr nic fibove his own 
condition. To leave it in reality, I 
tieeded not odIj yeeie of odnetant 
Ktndj Mid unfliiidiiiig ooutqge, end 
I felt mjpwlf capable of it; but a 
certain snpcriority of intt-lli-ct, and 
my metliocre theatrical essay, had 
given me a great self-distrust. You 
unit my ^httl this mm unteeaoMi- 
ble; that the itage being a veiy evi- 
dent specialty, my awkwnrdlMas and 
timidity should not di'^ numge me 
from tlie l«r, which is qait« another 
s^iecialty. I persuaded myself, I still 
imaging that the two ate only one, 
and that I ahould he a slill voiae 
ontor than actor. 

By torturing myself with tliis fear, 
T fitiished by rendering myself un- 
able to conquer and I conceived a 
profound diataale for my law atodiea. 
I had no mcaoa to hoy an advocate 
or notaiy'a ofTicc, I was as willing 
be gardener as hpfid "lork for lifo I 
Would not think of the innf^istmry ; 
we were then in a political current 
which was preparing the dictatotahipk 
I had tlie opiniona of my age, aiHi 
aU the ardor of n (student I would 
Tfmnrt neitlicr to tlie ]>r'it<»ction of 
my uncle the deptity lioron, nor to 
that of any of tlie bigwigs of my 
dcpaxtment; to obtain their sup- 



port I should have had to bind my- 
self to aaaiat n leaqtion which my 
hot head did not teMk, and whoae 
continuance the yonth of that tiffln 

did not credit 

We arc not here to dwcuss poli- 
tics. I do not know your opiniona, 
and I win not unfold my own to 
yon; hot I uuat tell you that my 
character remains uncivilized in 
rnoml independence, and thut, in thia 
respect, I did not err in entering on 
the life of an aitifit; only, tin& ambi- 
tion for liberty dionld have been 
made lawful by genuine talent^ and 
I had, perhaps, no talent at aUt 
What should I do ! It was ao much 
t!ve worse for me I 

Jintiui preyed upon me ; fur of all 
caoaes of aimu^ ineaolution ii the 
most waaii^. X waa agoniaed*to 
find no olgect for my lifa^ and to 
know no longer how to employ lay 
enerj^y, niy intellect, my facility in 
learning, my memory, tlie forctiS uf 

my nature my heart, and my biain. 
I had fimeied 4fat I waa aomebody, 

that I might become something, and 
suddeidy I found in myself onlv im- 
|x)tence and discouragement around 
me, only obstacles or precipices. 
Lfon'a malady gained upon me, and 
I fdt the honor of it 

There are thousands of youqg men 
in tin's position ; for the wnrt of thf» 
jieople, when he has rif^'n smnewhat 
above want, aspires to pusii his chil- 
dren higher than himaelf Wdl^ 
bom youth, whcee poettion ta alieady 
achieved, know not what we fuflbr 
at that triumpTinnt n{;e when we 
have done with the hated slavery of ' 
college, to gain a liberty whicli leads | 
only to unhappinemi, nnlew by au-i 
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ptMDft effort or •ome unlikely cl)anc& 
He who ■u oe e e di unoDg iu merely 

does liis duty in the eyes of the par- 
ents who have sarrifict'd themselves 
for him ; lie wlio fails, fur lack of in- 
telligence or energy, is haralily con- 
demned. They do too mvob $aA 
too little for us. It woohl ho better 
to give lees and exact less. 

My father was not a man to con- 
demn me thus ; but I knew wliat he 
would suffer in seeing me fail, and 1 
aslced myadf if it was not my duty 
to diflsuade him from liis cliimera of 
raising me above my class, before his 
liopeg became more deeply rooted. 
Tliure was atiU time to tell liim tliat 
I did not possess the talent which he 
had giatuitoualy attributed to me; 
tiiat I had attempted to s])t:ak in 
public, anil had spoken badly ; luaL- 
ly, that I pfffcrred to assist hint in 
his work, and learn his calling under 
his direction. CSwtainly, I ahoahl 
have d(Mi6 80 at thia period ; but on 
the one hand love restrained me» 
and with it the desire of following 
my idol's footsteps ; on the other, 
manual labor, to whicii I had not 
been accustomed, filled me with 
horror, and I oonld not overcome 
the diaguat whicli seized me, at 
tlie thought of that stupefaction in 
which T must ilrown my mind. I 
felt an incliualiua to do nothing 
with my will, rather than enslave it 
thua. I was very wrong, monsiear, 
I was utterly mistaken ; the acoept- 
nnce of idleness is tlie most fatal 
thought that can enter a human 
head. I. did not dream how much 
strength the mind preserves, when it 
is issolvsd to defend itself; but you 
see I was too youi^ to Imow that 



In the midot of thia secret anguish 
I reoaived — thm same day, it is to 
be observed — two letters, which I 
carried with all speed to my own 
root! I, an 1 wln'ch I will itjad you. 
The first is Irom Impdria: — 

taa BAmrm, OetnlMr 1, 18M. 

My dear CoUR.'iDK: You prom- 
ised to write us, and we begin to be 
uneasy at your silence. M. liolla- 
mare charges me to tell you so, and 
I join my own isptoaobos to his. 
Have you so soon forgoUmn your 
companions, your friends, your fa- 
therly director, and your little sister 
Imperia, who could not come to 
that conclusion without r^-et f 
it is impossible. Either you too 
happy in your Jamily to ntenl an 
liour from them and devote it to m^, 
or you have some sad preoccupation 
of which you do not wish to tcil us 
until affeerwaid: purliaps a sick tola- 
tive, psriiaps your filths, wlioin you 
love so rnudi, and of whom you 
have spoken so fondly to us. Take 
at least one minute to reassure us 
all ; and, if it is pleasure, vacation, 
hunting, excursions, oonntiy. and 
family amusements that engroM yoti« 
we shall be content to know it^ and 
will not demand a long letter. 

For fear of reaching you ut a mo- 
ment when you will not foul nmch 
interest in it, my own must give 
you cortain detaib about us all 
I will begin with myself, for you 
will l>e suqtriaed to see by the poSt* 
mark that I am not at Paris. 

It is because this year I suddenly 
took a great lesotution. Tlie Oddon 
IumI aooepted the conditions of my 
ro-sogngemsnti and a few days after 
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70a iMde adieu to limflgMt M. Bd- 
laman fcoeived the aMcl engigement, 
signed bjr M. Bocnge, and ftveiting 

only my own signature. T liJid con- 
siilfrod ; I felt tliat in increasing my 
siuall salary, they would demand 
more progien of me then I bed 
made. Tlwn I fetnembeied how ex- 
pensive end gloomj it was to live 
in Paris, when one h nlono in the 
world. I was heart- i>r(i ken at the 
idea of leaving, for three fourths of 
the ymr. the troupe which bae be* 
oome my fmXLy, and with which I 
nm 10 happy, to go aiid sbttt myself 
up in my little dark, damp room at 
Paris, where my health suffered so 
much last winter, and where a longer 
illnesB wonld ndnoe me to Moeiving 
the charity of my compaiiions or that 
«f my coneiergf, or dying like a hinl 
fallen from its neat. In slmr^, PnTi'; 
ha."? mailft me fear for the pre.seiit 
nnd for the fiiitirR. If I must have 

talent, it te not there that I «an ao- 
qnire it^ not having the means to pay 
a good profeeaoT, and not wi<?1iing to 

owe my sticccss to his charity. I 
am distrustful, you know, where I 
am not acquainted, and I take refuge 
nnder the wii^ wheie I know how 
to be at peace. So I entreated M. 
BeUamaTe to retain me as pupil and 
pensionnaxre ; and f\f!fr hnvin<^ u.ieil 
all his generous clo(|ueuce to persuade 
me that I was acting contrary to luy 
own intereets, be was very wiUuig to 
yield. So yott wiU not see me e^in 
ftf l*aris this winter, or perhaps next 
winter for T do not feel that ambi- 
tion to Rook my fortune and attract 
attention there that they attributed 
to me. I feel better raited in these 
provineial tnwwi, where tbej do not 



pdemand «o muoh, and where wo do 
not remain long enou|^ for them to 
kiee their fhncy for us. I feel myself 

fi trnf T^olinninn, as T hive told yniL 
It is as mucli a matter of modesty 
and reason as of taste. ^ 

Yon ate enlightened on mj ao- 
eonnt I pees to the otiier membem 
of our roman comtqite. Anna IS etill 
witli U.I, and still charmin-.,' a'^ nn art- 
ist, excellent as friend and jyrn^ion- 
naire, although Moranbois stiU shows 
himself {ntileM towaid ber megnms. 
The Moranbois has not softened the 
colorin<,' of his langusgo. bttt he has 
ceased to think me mercenary and 
selfish, and is at heart the Lest of 
men. L^ou has finished a drama 
whieb is very ilne In leading, bnt is 
as vnplayabU as the others. I be- 
lieve, however, that we could risk 
it liere. Tlie impassible I)ut<"h, who 
listen to na reli^^iou.sly. Avithout aj)- 
pcaring to comprehend a word we 
say, would aooept the gieatsst ec^ 
oentridtles sa well as the other nov-:'^ 
elties of our repertory. All would 
pass with them like water throu;:h 
a sieve ; I believe that the hiss is an 
instrument of which they luive never 
heard. It is tme that they are equal- 
ly ignorant of the custom of applaud- 
ing; and if we had not before our 
eyes all these great faces shininjj with 
health, wo might fancy wo were act- 
ing iu a desert Tlicre are moments, 
I assure yon, when their immobility, 
the fixedness of their enamelled eyes, 
the absolute iudifTereace of their 
fares, all of tlie same color, pmdnre 
the effect of an assembly of wax fig- 
ures all cast in the same mould, with 
which an empty ball had been fur- 
nished to simulate an andienoe. *It 
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ia aoiQethiug iaexpressible which 
tnwSBmjmd tMgt <mt% tirMth ; so I 
am wotm hen than Ilumraver been 
before. 

Laml>esq ia replaced hy Mercneur, 
a " geneml-utiiity man," who plays 
Frederick Lem^tre^ not very auc- 
eeaBftiUy; but ba-is m w«Mthj man, 
yrho hat a wife and childien, who 
wockt like a horse, and roars like a 
liofirao lion. Little Marco improves 
every (hi)'. lie is the most suocess- 
ful of us Willi tiie public, who always 
love dia flomedian. But lie is a wor* 
thy Jad, who lovea you and regrets 

•Lucinde i? in winter quarters with 
her wine merchant, wlio has become 
a widower,- and whom ahe expects 
. to many. ' No matter. In* her plooo 
wa have CamillQ, who h& been bean- 
tiful, and who still iias talent Pur- 
purine has but little to do, since 
Marco plays liia r^les. lie is gitnv- 
ing thin with jealousy; to console 
him Bellamare promises to make 
Mm tjwak the part of Thlmmene« at 
the next b<^nefit. That is all, I be- 
lieve. I finish by pressing your 
hands, and I do not allude to the 
possibility of your return to the ican- 
dermg/M. Our manager frill write 
yon Jtboat it at hb earliest lekura 

'For nie, and for ;^«Air otiier faith' 
fnl'and devoted oomndes. 

At iist I fdt nsbmd to 1^ on 
tending these little- fly-tmeks; I 
Uased them a thousand times, T be- 
dewed tfieiu with my tears, I int<'r- 
• preted to niy likiiig their guyety. 
their unconcern, their gentle kind- 
Itlieeded bot'for me to lead 



tthe other letter to comprehend the 
emptiness and eoldnasB of dia fint; 
hear it:— 



has 



M. B- 
last. • You my no 



written to me at 
It is really no ; 
it. will be no tor ni|^ ako. Without 
pique, witlmvt ahame. without de> 



spair, I aeeept the sentence of your 

sincerilT, and I appreciate so much 
the more your character.' Perhaps I 
hhould have had soiiip ft'ar of myself, 
if you iiad ttaid yes ; but now I am 
nassured, and' very prond of mj- 
ehoioe, for yon will lenuun, whether 
you will or no, the one whom I have 
choBtni, w hom 'I have desired, whom 
I' respect, and whom I love. You 
will never hear of me again« and you 
will never have the sonrow of leam-> 
tng that my love has caused 
ileath. On the contrary, I shall sur- 
vive it. It will be the event, thft 
serious romance, the good and beau- 
tiful souvenir, of niy woman's lif^;. I 
Icnow not what this Ufii will b^ as 
regards the world that enmmnda me i 
but I know that at the bottom of vaj 
reanimated soul tlif-rf' will never 
again be dismay imr wearinesa 
There will \ye a certainty there, a 
thought, a faith, a tendem^, a grati- 
tude; there will be fou, to^y and 
always. 

Thk Umarowv of Bloa 

Permit 'me not to show you her 
handwriting ; bat I esii assure yon 
that it is dear* firm, degantk and 

rapid It is legible as an infant's 
soul, as a mother's heart. It awoka 
palpitfttioiiH in me, as if I felt this 
generous and faithful hand placed 
on my liead» and as if the mystsiiona 
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voice tliitt T Itad limnl At>m the Mue 
room Mid in my cftr, ** Madman that 
thou nrt, how ctaulb thon hflnkate 

and doubt?" 

I read oyer the letter from Imp^- 
nn^ it told me Toiy oleerlj that in 
the dialike end dread of life at Vtai» 
the idea of meeting me there had 
not wein;lind n hair's weight Either 
fmm modesty or tnithfulness, it 
wpoke of friendsiiip for me, only aa 
^he epokeeiMti ef a odlMtivity ; but 
the heart, whieh might have elipped, 
•adroitly or instinctively, its personal 
noto into tbf* concert, Imd ncitlior 
unvcihMl nor betrayed itsolf. The 
desire to recall mo to the wandering 
feld had not manifested itselC I 
had fought for her, and I liad never 
8])okon of love to her ; she Itas gmtc- 
fiil. She esteemed mo enough to 
writ« to me ; hut all tlie company 
mij^ht Iiave seen her letter, and all 
the world might comment on it. 
What she said of her tenderness for 
her Bohemian companions was in- 
tcnd<'d for them, and not for mo. 

Mnraubfjia was ripht. She "svould 
never love any one ; cold and pni- 
dent as her taleat, she needed a 
strolling life, to thaw a little, an<l 
not to grow weary of her own reason. 
It was not the art that nhc hn ed ; it 
was the movement and distraction, 
necessary to her fearful and reserved 
temperament 

What whim, what monomania, had 
then inclined me toward her? Why 
had I scorned Uiis stran^r, who did 
not fnar to revert! herself to (he very 
deptlis of her soid 7 I had the entire 
heart, I possessed the intoxicating 
■seerot of aa invisible woman, whose 
' aaiXM I did not know; the veritable 



unknown was the cdmpaaioa who* 

Ihou'd me in the animation of OUT 
daily studies, and who, to conceal 
the frightful emptiness of hor heart, 
liad invented a mysterious love that 
ahe did not feel 

Without hesitating or lelieoting, 
and entirely on my first impnise, I 
took two sheet"? of paper, and wrote 
on one, " Success to you ! " on the 
other. "I adbre you I" I put ^ the 
name of Impdria on the fimt; I 
wrote on the seoond, "lib the nn- 
known " : and I put the two sealed 
letters in one envelope, addrejwcd to 
iiellaniare; but nt the moment of 
closing tlie latter, I grew cowardly, 
I withdrew the three worda destined 
for Impdria. I peienadod 0178^ 
that I was too prood to testify pique 
to her. I effected a compromise, and 
ft'i^nint: not to have received her 
letter yet, I wrote to BeUaroare : — 

" You forpet me, 1 learn hy acci- 
cident where you are. I wish to tell 
you that I love you still' as a father, 
and l)eg yon to remember me Undlj 
to my oomrades. Will joa have the 
goodness to tmnsnut to the unknown 
— whom you know— ' the brief letter 
here enclosed ? " 

And the letter dppart«>d T over- 
came the fright<Vbich my audacity 
caused me. My hand trembled on 
throwing into the letter-box these 
three words to tlie Conntess, whieh 
perhaps enchained my conscience 
and my life forever T felt it I per- 
sisted in it It was sweet to me 
to br&ik with Imp^ria. I relished a 
eort of vengeanoe that I dared not 
:ell her, which would have ii\jiired 
her in no waj, which wolhld ham 
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Iwr laqgli if dia ind knoim it, 

and wliich might recoil cruelly on 
me alone, but which flattered tny 
pride, and set mo free, as I thought, 
from a year of constraint and tui tura 

Thus mattftiB stood for several 
days; fhoi I thought that I mtut, 
nevertheless, reply to Imp^ria. I 
succeeded iu writing her a long let- 
ter of the most absurd and gayest 
chapicter. I took much pains witli 
itk and I Vfliilf hdisve that auLduod 
a^ger gave na wit, I meted out to 
her exactly the doso of attachment 
that she had so skilfully measured to 
me, and testified no dusire to rejoin 
her. Once more I burned my ships, 
and ftnoiad that I hnzoed them for 
^^laattima. 

Tliis incident rekipdiad nj deure 
to atudy. If the Countess accepted 
my clian^'f*, and understood this 
spontaneous outburst of my heart, 
I must employ the time that kept 
me &r firam her in rendering myself 
vorthy of her. It was not necessary, 
on tliat account, that I should be 
received as advocate, or make a trial 
of a doubtful talent ; but I ought to 
Study law, not to be incompetent for 
the atmggles of pneycal life« and I 
onghtk at the same time* to develop 
and iminove my tnteUect, in every 
sense, as much as possible. 80 I 
returned to the task with a sort of 
fnry. I procured all the serious 
hooka that thqr ooiild lend me in 
the cotintiy. I hegaa to hMm, by 
mjself, the languages^ mnsioy draw- 
ing, natural history, promising my- 
self to pass the following yeiir in 
Paris, and to take as many lc^uu3 
there as my portion would pay for 
and 'the days would admit of. 



My fiithar, who waa so jpcoad to see 
me read said write ooeaaionally, was 
amazed to see me read and write day 

and night. He had no idea of any- 
thing like fatiguu of the Liaiu. 

I awaited with anxiety ihu effect 
of my dechuation to the Oountesa. 
I was disapifointad at receiving no 
reply. Tlje vacation ended. I de- 
parted for Paris, without any set- 
tled purpose ; but having acquired a 
taate tat study, and led on hj adf- 
lovob widung to wftix my lailare on 
tlie stage by gaining some sett of 
value, I ke])L niy resolution. 1 sep- 
arated niyhelf I'roni my former. gay 
companious; I shut myself up with 
my books, and went out^ only to 
attend court or special redtatum 
I liad bean there a month, when 
I received from Air tfwN Ibw 
words : — 

"I have been travelling. I find 
your note. How it troubles me I 
Wiiat dues it mean i Explain your- 
sel£ Why waa that no? \S i.y is 
thiayeat 

" Beply to me under the name of 
Mademoiselle Agathe Uouret, posU 
rutante, at Paris. In two days I 
shall receive your letter." 

I replied : — 

" T love you without having wjen 
you. I have loved you in spite of 
all that separates us. I wiU be as 
sincere aa yon. When I heard you 
at Blois, I was bewitched. Yonr 
letter chased away the empty plian- 
tom ; it took me as the tide takes 
lliu sliipwrecke>d mail, and dues with 
him what it wiU. I was mad when 
I dared to tell you aok lamsostill, 
to date to repeat it I lower myaelt 
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T bumble myweU, in jvm eyes, by 

conCesaing to you timt I am only a 
waif, perliaps I destroy myself; but 
X Vfili conceal notliiiig from you. 
You have named, you have guessed, 
hmt wliom I loved. She knows it 
not, she has not divined it herself 1 
She •will never know it ; find now 
yoii will see in mc only what I am, 
a child i Yes, but a cluld who will 
heoome • man, and who atudies vitii 
ardor, to Ic&ov, (o nndewtimd, to he. 
Do not tell me a^ain Aat I muit 
give you my obscure name, and re- 
ceive your fortune, wliich humiliatca 
and diahcuttens ine. Tell me that 
yxsitii will love me again, that you 
wUl write me, that yon will pennit 
me to love you. Love, love, let us 
pponV only of love! I comprchetul 
an l noUiii^ else; the test is a 

d ream ! * 

£ight daya later she wrote me: — 

" ImpAia ia adomU/ gracious, re- 

fineil, pretty. I know who she is ; 
she is of a better family than I. She 
is destined to regain by ber taleut 
the briUianey of her fonner lot^ tar- 
niahed by no fanlt of hma You 
loved her; that was a matter of 
course. She did not pness it; proof 
that she is pure, and that you re- 
spect her profoundly. Not to dare to 
tell berl That ia the gnateat love 
that one can feel i Do yon wisli me 
lo tell fur myself! At present it 
would be all my hap|iiness, nil my 
pride, to make hor life secure by 
uniting her to a man worthy of her. 
It is impossible tliat you do not love 
her. Do not struggle with yonisel f ; 
you might lose Uiereby that sincerity 
of heart which now constitutes the 



nobility and charm of your good and 

beautiful nature. Stay Oms ; it is 
thus H at T will love you, as a siater 
luvea her brotiier, as a mother loves 
her child, since yon are atill a ehlld. 
One word, and I liasten to the 
Uugue; I explain all to IkllamarQ, 
aiul we work together skilfully, deli- 
cai+'ly, rcsfjlutely, for yuu. I bring 
you imperia; 1 niarry her to you, 
and then I reveal myaelt** 

This letter crushed me. I realised 

that I was ruined Mv unknown 
was the bravest, tiic most geuerou.s 
of women, hut she was a wom&o. I 
had been wrong in my frankiwii; 
she returned me to Impdria; what I 
had nearly written to the latter she 
wrote to me without remorse, " Suc- 
cej?s to you I " tliat i9 to say, " Love 
whom you please." Proud and lofty 
in her romance, she preferred to play 
a grand rOIe^ and ddgned not to 
desceud to tlie contest She would 
not aid me in strugj^ling ajrninst a 
possible relapse, or give herself the 
trouble of caring some ludf- stifled 
regietL She had had the energy to 
offer Immelf ; ahe had not the eneigy 
to conquer. 

On recalling all that 1 had heard 
in the blue room, I recognized that 
her whole course expressed and con- 
tained Una mingling of courage and 
prudence. She had wished to know 
if my heart was entirely free, if she 
could take possession of it without 
danger; she would not talk of me 
l»efore ns-suring herself of tliis esscn* 
tial point Without douht^ Bella- 
mare had satisfied her in thia respect ; 

and at that time she attributc<l my 
refusal only to the modest pride of a 
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poor (bvfl, tUtxaubA \ij • lOle above 
liis ftbOitiM. Tliat w&a why she had 

writUu iim this adorable Ittter that 
liuil uvercomu niu, iiiu ! mid which 
Icit iier 6uuiiug ubuvo tuo iu the ae- 
vim might of lier miigimm'monB at- 
techmontL I ahould haw aodentood 
her ; I shoold have been sileut, aud 
allowed the sincere aud delicate con- 
fidant of our love to act in my stead. 
I iiad nol daxcd lo Lriut my uecitits 
to bin, tliia escollent Bdbmare. 
He WW too near Imp^rie. lie might 
Buffer her to guess that I loved her, 
— or that I lo\ eel her no longer. 

How ought I to have answurud the 
Counter ? I do not know, but I 
oould Miawer hm nothing. I tried 
in vain, liwdi bmel of lov^ eech 
pnleeUfeion of sincerity Umt I strove 
to express, plunged me deeper into 
the slough of huuiiliation. I no 
longer found in myself the strength 
to eonvinoa her ; her oonfidenee liad 
deprived me of mine. She treated 
me like an irresolute child, almost 
like a lying child. I asked niysulf 
if ahe was not right, if she did not 
lead my feelings more correctly tlian 
I did. How could I write or sjjcak, 
when I knew that each weed would 
^ve a handle to a suspicion well 
grounded and systematicidly rea- 
soned out ? It seemed to me that 
I wua lace Lo face with her, as I liad 
heen witli the pubUc. when at each 
frozen word of ray utteianee T fan- 
■eied I beard each 8p«»tator answer 
me, " Bad actor, yoa feel nothing of 
what you express ! " 

I did not reply ; tliat is to say that 
I wtote twoity letters, thirty perhai)s ; 
and borued them tXL And evety 
time that I burned one I was glad and 



•aid to myeelf, "Do not bgin a oon- 
test in which you will be wonted. 

Kven though this woman should love 
you enough to fico you frum the fear 
uf a dispro|>orlioucd marriage, aud to 
give hereelf to you, she will raeover 
heiaeif at a given tine; ehe ie the 
stroqger, becaoee ahe is the ealmer, 
K'csiuso her r61e governs yours and 
eruahes it. You will ]<)%■(' her pas- 
sionately, madly, wilii the violence 
of youth, and the faulte of inexperi- 
ence ; always generous* her tesolution 
taken, she will crush yuu with her 
sweetness, her forgetful nesa, her dis- 
dain, perhapfj ! Nu, a luuidr<'d times 
no; tair her from your anagiuation; 
and if her charms have found their 
wajr into your hearl^ grind your heart 
to powder, rather than dislionor it." 

T kept my resolution; I did not* 
write again. I plunged dtspenitfly 
into work once mure. I abstained 
from aU pleasure^ I forbade myadf 
the theatre; I was seen no mora 
upon the benches nor in the side- 
scenes lit the Otldon. I acipiired 
nol much knowledge, but many ideas, 
aud I perceived, with a pleasuru^^&i- 
gled with alarm, that I had a gift for 
eveiything, that is, perhaps a gift for 
nothing. Thus the winter glided by. 
I thought no longer of Inipdria ; I 
believed myself cured of my fancy 
for her. As bp»in;.^' approached, I 

felt a trouble in my weary head, dis- 
zinem, and lose of appetite. I refused 

to \>ay attention to it In the month 
of April, tliese sliglit symptonis re- 
cuning, I took a long walk in tlio 
sun, about the environs of TarLj, fan- 
cying tliat I should refresh my Mood 
by violent exercise. I went to bed 
on ny return ; I had a bnin-fever. 
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Between sleep and delirium, I 
know not what happened to me. 
One moming, I became cooKnont of 
a great languor. I noqgniied raj 
chamber. I believed I was alone, 
nnd I went to sleep again, conscious 
of wishing to sleep. I was out of 
danger. 

I awolce; deer imag^ replaced 
the fonnleae, nemeleet pbantonie 

that had swept ine along wilh them 
in the diaos of flpHrivim. I beheld 
lmp<?ria ngaiii. She was in a garden 
f uU of ilowora, and I called her for 
teheami, which wee held in another 
ipttden, beside it I failed mysetf. 
and called her, with a feeble voice. 
I "was still drefiming while awnkc 

"What do you wish, my' dear 
friend ? " ropliod a sweet and very 
real voice. And the beloved head 
of my dear oomiade appealed to w», 
hending over mine. 

I closed my eyes ftgtxin, tliinking 
it was still a drcarn ; 1 reopened 
them, feeling lier little hand on my 
foiehead, ftom which she wiped away 
the petepimtioa It wee ehe ; it was 
truly abe; I was no lon^^or foverisli 
nor wandering Slie had been thew^ 
for thrfte days. She cared for me 
as if I had been her brother. Bclla- 
meie and Ifonnboie, who had come 
to Faiie to make their annoal en* 
gagements, relieved her, alternately, 
with mo. She rested, then, in the 
next room ; .she did not leave mo 
She explained all this to me, to pre- 
vent me from aatmishment or ques- 
tions. 

"Ton are safe,** she said. "You 

need much rest ; you have nothint,' 
better to do; wo nro here; we will 
not l^ve you unlil you cau walk. 



Do not thank us; it is a duty f nr us 
to assist you, and a pleasure, now 
that we are no longet aaxiotta.'* 

For the ihst time she began freeij 
to call me " thou," either through a 
feeling of mntpmsil interest, or be- 
cause she had entirely adopted the 
habits of the strolling theatre, httle 
oaremonhma at that time. I covered 
her hands with kisses; I wept like a 
child; I adored her; I fhooght no 
longer. 

She helped me to tako a little 
lemonade which she had herself 
prepaied for vm. They had acaxified 
my ahooldeii with oniqping-glaaseB, 
and she had inspected and dressed 
them, as a sister of clmrity might 
hare done I am not sure that, dur- 
ing my unconsciousness, she liad not 
eomdesoe n ded to the humbket func- 
tions of aick-nuneb This giii ao 
pure and so reserved, felt neither 
shame nor disgust beside th*i bed of 
illness. She tended me as she had 
probably tended her father. 

ThiM boondless diaii^ is a vixliie 
which it is impossible to deny to 
actors. Tmpdria had acquired it itt 
tliis station whore she wan not bom, 
and she exorcised it with all the 
sweetness of her atlontive, consider- 
ate, and delioato nature. The kind- 
heerted B^gine^ who had vetumed to 
the Od^on, came to nnrw me also, 
hut with U>0 much nf>i90 nnd zeaL 
I felt really better only when Imp4- 
ria was near me. Anna paid me a 
brief, thongh veiy ilfectjoData vtnt^ 
but dw had a jealons lover, wIm 
would not permit her to come again. 

One evening Moranboi.s «nid to 
IinpOria : " Princess," — ho always 
aUdxossod her so, with a half-respect- 
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tul» half-derisive tones, — ''ym are 
pele Mid jrdlow; not to aay graen. 

Toa ue mmi out. I wish you to 

go home, go to hed, and sleep a 
whole night. I will take charp;e of 
your patient^ and will be auswurable 
for. bin. Got Moraaboia lam mSd 
Hi IfmiiboiB deeiiea itt*' 

I joined my entreaties to his. She 
•wfu'5 oVil!c;r>d to yield; but while she 
was prepanng my medicines, and 
explaining carefully their use to 
Mbnaboia^ I cried like a hAf wbo 
has pMnniaed bis msmiDS to behave 
very weU, but who cannot see her 
depart without som^w nnd dismay, 
Fortunately I hid my lie a I between 
the sheets, and no one saw my poor 
wkteanl 

Ibis wtM mj fiiit febt After- 
tvardi^ ▼ben reflection returned to 
me, I continued the deception. In 
the room they often talked of me in 
a low^oice, and the torpor of cou- 
valedceoce rendered me indifferent 
to what Uiey might be saying. 
Otadnally, on regaining my con- 
SciouBiif ss more fully, I bethought 
royHfiif to listen, and if possible sur- 
prise somo revelation of Imp^ria's 
true sentiments in regard to me. So, 
from, tisM to timey I simulated a pro- 
/ found sleep that no noise could dis- 
turb, and I was careful not to lose a 
word, while giving to my features 
the immobility of utter deafuesa. 
This time I acted my part very well 

The only interesting disk^gne that 
I overheard was this one»' between 
Lnpdria and Bellamaie. It was de- 
eisive, as you will eee 

" He always sleepe as well as 
this i " , 

•Always." 



"And you, — you are not tixedt" 
'Not at aE" 

" Do yon know that he is stiQ 
handsomer, with that pallor and that 

bbck beard?" 

" Yes, he reminds me of Dekcroiz's 
Hamkt" 

"Oome now, wj child, what sur- 
prises me is, that you are nc t lh im- 
ored, all in good faith, with this Jiand' 
some and worthy boy." 

" But I assure you, I do not love 

ti^niiiimA boys." 

"Becsnsa th^ sie ibols. This 

one is intelligent" 

"Certainly, T love him fMnMff, 
and with all my heart." 

"'Morally!' a delicate word in 
your mouth. Mademoiselle de Val- 
dosr 

" Do not be mischievous, Ifoniieor 

Bellamare. I am twenty-three, and 
I see all that the Stege unveils, more 
Iruukly than society. So I will not 
affect ignorance with jou. I know 
that love is a fever which certain 
glances kindle; I know that ugly 
persons inspire passion, and that 
liandsomc ones can experience it, 
when they are not exclusively 
wrapped up in themselves. Yrt not- 
withstanding all this, 1 1»ve never 
felt the least agitation with Lawrence 
or with Ldon, who is al.so very hand- 
some, and in no wise vain. Why ? 
It is impossible for me to say. I am 
inclined to fancy that my eyes are 
not aitistio, sad do not perceive the 
influence of a fine physique." 

" That is singular ! Was he whom 
you preferrt'd ugly ? ** 
, " He must be ! " 

" Ah I it is a long time since I 
have had an opportunity to^talks^ 



Digitized by Google 



A BOLLDTQ BtOXOk 



101 



rioudy vith yon, my dear popilt 
Does this preference really eacilfc I " 

" You do not believe it ? " 

" I hftve never believed it." 

•* And you were veiy rights" replied 
2iDp<Sria, stifling titt odd little hagh, 

"Why did you invent tliis lo- 
ixiance?'* 

" So iliftt fiiey alioald leave me in 
peace." 

" Then you distrust me also, since 
you did not eonflde tiie ebatagem to 
me?" 

" I have never diltrarted yoq, my 

ftiend, never ! " 

"An4 you axe xesdLved not to 
lover 

^YeiyKaolved." 

"YoQ think it poMiUer 

" It has been possible so far." 

" If Lawrence loved yon, liimadif t " 

"Do you believe that ? " 

** I believe it He may have aban- 
doned us bom pique at your indifler- 
eneel" 

"I hope tiiat you aie mistaken I I 

am very much attached io liim, but 
I am not in lovo witli him^my fnend, 
and it is not my fault." 

" I liave told you, without reveal- 
ing anything to yoii, that he vrat 
loved by a lady of rank.** 

" You have told mo so ; it did not 
in5;pirc me with Uio wish to please 
him. I am not coquettish." 

"You are perfect, I know, and I 
am not one of those who will tc31 
yen that a wwnan without love is a 
monster. I have bcpii so many amo- 
rous monsters of hoLli Rcxca, and T 
dreamed in my youUi so many stupid 
things tliat I thought subUmc — " 

"That at . proMat yon bdieve b 
nothing?** 



"In notUng hub vitfem^ for I hav« 

encountered it two or three times in 
my life, walking like n tranquil god- 
dess over tlie foul streets of the in- 
fernal regions, and receiving not a 
stain upon ite voh^i which pamad 
white and ahintng in the midat of 
imptuily. Ton are one of these 
strange exceptions, before whom T 
bow down to the ground, Mademoi- 
selle de Valclos 1 I find it so beauti- 
ful, that 1 8hall.oeMfully refiain firam 
diaaecting an Meal liheyeonelfl I 
think men aenealwa to demand puri- 
ty from women in order to love tlirm 
seriously, and to wish straightway to 
destroy this purity for their own 
profit Thay have only aotmi for Uie 
weak, anger at the atcong. "Wfiat 
would they have, then? For my 
part, I ntn all indulgence and pardon 
for the first, all respect and adomtion 
for tlie second. Upon this, dear 
child, I will despatch my dinner. 
"What do yon widi me to aend yen 
for yours ?" 

" TeU the retttmtattur to lend no 
what he likes." i-'Vj" 
" lie will send you veal I "* • ' 
-VeryweU!" ^Y^' 
"Veall it ia ignoUe; it is no^ 
nourisldng; a mntkon-ohop^ dif** 

" As you clioosc, my dear firiend ; 
I nm not an epicure." 

" Sensual in no fashion, it is well 
known." 

"Stay, however; I adoie pota- 
toes." 

" Tlicy shall send you potatoes." 

" And first of all, some good broth 
for my [Hitient; but say, then, maaa- 
gcr of my hear^ have you money ? * 

"Not a aon to<4ay, my little one ; 
hot thai makea no diffeienoe; die 
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I receive some.'* 

" But this evening jon an going 
to the Vaudeville ? " 

**Ah welil Hare I not my ad- 
mission 1" 

"It !• wietelied wMtiier; tdw 
something to ftj for an oamibmL" 

"Yon Imve money then I" 

" I have twelve sons." 

"Tbedeuael" 

«1Uwth«n,ooni(" 

* Sooner dootht" eried Be^iritli a 
tragic-comic air, that made InpAna 
laugh, after he had gone out. 

This mixture of delicate and triv- 
ial things which I relate to you, 
this sadden transition from elevated 
i&iqghta to tho vulgar xaalitias of 
- mwy-daj lifo» tbis ozqnisite^ pto> 
found, and ^inc^re respect which 
Bellnmare had for Mademoiselle de 
Valcloa, returning abruptly to the 
paternal familiarity with the little 
actams of Ids troupe, paint for you, I 
Hdak, in timr tnw colony tiie height 
and depth of dw miiids of intelligent 
actors T M'ns more struck by it to- 
day tliaji 1 lul l ever Ixjen before ; I 
had just heard the irrevocable truth 
in aU its candor, and, ivhat ivfll per- 
hapa anipriaa yon, I ivaa not gnew- 
,^ I r ously afflicted hy it A Ofrnvakacent 
|/ has not keen impressions ; one would 
say tliDfc lie bns but one object, 
which 13 to Uve, no matter at what 
price ; and then I had sinoeieljr ze- 
nooneod Impdna, in oflteiog my 
heart to the Countess. T should 
have scorned myself if the sliglitest 
irresolution had justified tlw inju- 
rious suspicions of my uukuown. 
Even afler tho tacit mptnrs whieh 
Ihaae aaapwuna had hraqght about 



between xm, I ahonld ha<v» heeitated 

in-ietoming to my first love. So I 

assured myself that I would hence- 
forth be to Imp<!'ria what she wished 
me to be, her brother and her friend. 
To the eentiment with which she iu- 
i^iied no I gave tho namea of ten- 
detnesa and gratituda At twenly, 
one accepts these impossible com- 
promises boldly and in good faith. 
We think ourselves so strong 1 we 
have so naive a pride ! 

When I could leave mj, bed, In- 
pM quitted me; tho next day, 
which I passed in an arm-chair, he- 
side a very moderate fire, she re- 
turned, and, without removing her 
liat and cloak, kept me company 
during the afkemoon. I waa atranK 
enough to talk without fatigue^ and 
I greatly desired to know the peca- 
iiiary nituation of Iklkmare. *\Vlmt 
I had heard made me think with 
reason that it was not brilliant I 

in 

Belgium and Holland. 

"No," said Imp^ria, "quit© the 
contrary. Our tour with you was 
profitable enough ; but as soon aa 
ikiiiimuro has any proiita in hia 
hands, the lovo of improvement 
takee posaession dT him. Yon know 
that he always dreams of advancing 
art, while making a living ; and then 
he is ert f'enerous ! So lie Inistened 
to incrco^iu all our suiunt^, uud to 
engage Meroonr, who is inferior to 
Lambeeq, but is better paid» hecauso 
he is the father of a family. The 
same with Camille, who is not equal 
to Lucinde, but supports liersclf only 
by the stage. The receipts dimin* 
idled; living is expensive in tho 
Noith. It waa in vain that Anna» 
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L<5on, aod I restored to Moranboin's 
treasury, unknown to CeUainare, the 
stnrpliif of the Mlaiy ^kak lie had 
forced U8 to aooept The aeeaon fin- 
islicd, he came out honorably, as he 
always does in his engagements ; 1>nt 
we arrived here with nothing ; and if 
I liad not bad a tolerably good quan- 
tity of my lace to tell, itill witbout 
ihe knowle^S^ ^ Bdlamim^ I know 
not how we should liave lived. 
Now we are sure of payiiv^ for our 
food and lodgin'^'s. T/nn hixn been at 
Bluis, on a visit to liis Iriend, whom 
I believe you know, end who has 
lent hint a «um that BeUatnare ao- 
ceptB. He always accepts, because 
he always finds means to ropny, and 
when he lifis repaid, lie In j^ms to 
have iiothiug ogam ; it lias been so 
for so loqg, Uiat his seienity is never 
•flecteil by it^ and we have grown 
accnstomcd to sliare his eonfldence." 

I resolved that I, too, would put 
one of my thousand franc-notes into 
the treasury, and I Ix^n to consid- 
er. BeUainave had gteat sehemes for 
the sammer: he wished to leave 
Fntnce, when we had too many 
competitors, and lie f?aid tlint Frcncli 
being the univei'sal language, if 
good actors starved at home, it was 
becatise tliey kicked the ooumge to 
travel That evening it was Moian- 
bois who kept me company. I 
wished to hand him my nnerinfj: lie 
refused it. They eoiild run in debt 
a little with Leon, lie said, because 
be would eventually inherit a ridi 
patrimony, and was a b^g^ only 
because be chose to be so ; but tiiey 
know very well that I was not in a 
situation to sustain Bellamare's en- 
torjirise with my money. Bellaniaxe 



was always satisfied when he made 
both ends meet, at the end of the 
year, and, aeoording to Hctanbois, 
Bellamaro was right 

" Because," said he, " if a man makes 
an honest living, what does it matter 
if he lays up nothing I The wisest 
and the best are those ncbo saooeed 
in just escaping poverty. They have 
not the tnmfaleof p oss e s s ing , preswr- 
ing, investing, and inci-easing: The 
responsibility toward others is enough 
to satisfy an Ik uestmau, without the 
need of adding liiat stupid res{X)n- 
sibility toward himself, which they 
call the fiwwlty of management^ which 
prematurely ages people in tlie prime 
of life It is this njixiety in direct- 
ing their money matters," said Mo- 
ranboi^ in his figurative language^ 
that OTpends their stoniaAs Mid ds» 
cays Uieir taeth. The master "—so 
he styled BeOamare — " will always 
l>e young, because h^ will be nig^rard- 
ly neither to himself nor to otiiers. 
lie will not waste his freshness in 
building a pahuse to hold the dned 
apple that be will be twenty>five or 
thirty years hence. I hear every- 
body speak of providing for their old 
age, as if they were sure of having 
au old age, and as if Uiey ought to 
deure one t The pretty eabidatioii 
of devouring their Uood eo long as 
tliey have it, in order to have some- 
thing to nourish thcni, when they 
will 1)0 nothing but rubbish lit for 
the rag-picker s basket 1 Tliey say to 
tlie inipiovidenl^ 'You will then sak 
alms when you can woric no longer? ' 
As for me, I answer that tJie peas- 
ants till the ground til! th^* day when 
they are "buried in it, and that they 
are buried just so surely, wiictiier 
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Iliaj hsftt ft liiw limm ilieet or an 
old doth for a dmmcL'* 

In apite of my agreeing to thh 
high philosophy, I iiisisteil that I 
should be permitted to furnish litiUa- 
mare and hia friends with the means 
of agraaaUf ooeupjing md impiov- 
'ing thdr youth as artiala. 

"We have a thousand francs iVom 
Lion," replied Moranhois. " It is 
enough to set iis afloat again, 1 
could get the master in debt, without 
hie knowing it, but ii would not be 
midering him a aannusa If you 
wish to be useftil to him, come and 
travel with uB as a meinber of our 
aasociation.** 

He then explained to me that Bel- 
lemare, L^n, Iinp^ria, Anna, Marco, 
and himself had lesdved to staaie in 
eomman the proceeds of their per- 
formances, and tlmt, after liaving 
deducted tlic payment of the pension- 
naires and the common expenses, 
tliey would divide the entire profits 
in equal parts among themsdves. 

"As for the pn^ts," he added, 
"there will be none, but we shall 
have lived, worked, eaten, travelled, 
for a year, witiiuut being a burden to 
' any one. See if you wish to be of 
the party. You need to shake up 
your sauoe-pan, and extinguish your 
furnace, so the ph]rsicians say. You 
will not Imvol nione, that costs too 
much, niul is U)o gloomy; with us 
you will enjoy yourself, and the ex- 
penses will he paid by the receipts." 

"I would accept gladly," I an- 
swered, " if I luid enough talent to 
contribute effectively to tl»e receipts ; 
but as I have not, I should be only 
one exprase the more.** 

" Ton an mistakea ; talent or not. 



I you dmw the women* and fill out 
I fiont seats form. L0on» in the ten- 

1< r T51es, is worse than you, and they 
like him only in the drama. Wo 
have not replaced you, for lack of the 
wherewitlial to engage a lover ; you 
wese very useftd to us; wepeieeivod 
it alter your departure ; oar audi- 
ences fell off." 

I confessed to T^Toranhois tlmt this: 
exhibition of my person liumiliatet\ 
me greatly. To justify a man in 
poeing as a model before the public, 
he diould know how to speak to their 
understanding as well as to thttr 
eyes. Monmbois, with till his j>enc- 
tration and intelligence, could not 
understand my scruple, and laughed 
at ma ior it He thoiq^ Hiat^ when 
one is handsome and wdl made, there 
is no lack of modesty in dbplnying 
himself. I saw the former mounte- 
bank reviving in him, the cross-roads 
Hercules, exhibiting with satisfaction 
the muscle of his neck and sliooMen. 

I consulted ImpMa in regard to 
Moranboi^s proposition ; bur first 
impulse was to welcome the thought 
with a .sincere nnd arniaWe joy ; then 
T saw her grow uneasy and irresolute. 
I guessed. that, warned by the sup- 
position of Bellamare, she feared to 
encourage my love. 1 n^assured her 
by telling her that I was betrothed to 
some one in my own province, hut 
that I was too young to think of 
marriage; and that I was free to go 
about tlie world as I fancied, at 
least for a sea.son. 1 thought that I 
could tell her a falsehood, as she had 
done with mo ; and as she had pre- 
tended an affection to preserve her- 
self fiom my hopes, I assumed ana 
to preserve myself bom her feem. 
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Til CM 9I10 Insisted stTonfrly on 
taking rae away witli them, and the 
physician who had attended me sec- 
^nidod hu. If I iQcofflBmenoed xaj 
flIiidiflB hdon ax tnontha, it wm tU 
<nrar with me. I wrote this to my 
fntlif>r^ \vl\r> <?!c»(!incd his approval by 
tho hand of the village schoolmaster, 
his secretary. Moranbois and Bella- 
male wetlconied an with delight. 
Sellamaxe dxew «p a handamnely 
written pege^ which eet finth the 
rules of our association, and we de- 
sired that a clause should be added, 
by means of which he should pre- 
eerve hie Bhednte authority as man- 
ager over hie petmimnamB. We 
wwe unwilling that any one among 
MS, in some day of nervous excite- 
ment or misanthropic weariness, 
should impede by idle discussious 
the exercise of a direction as active 
and intdiigeni ae hie. 

Anna courageously lefl her lover, 
"who abused her, and whom she 
mourned for just tin; Bame. This 
girl, always unreasonable and un- 
happy in love, was the most estima- 
Ue and faithful of women in friend- 
ship. She had neither ipite nor 
bitterness, and she was even grateful 
to me fornot having: taken advantage 
of some emotion which she had cjc- 
pericnced for roe, in the earlier days 
of our wanderings. So she rejoioed 
to see mc associated with the new 
cntcrpri."iR Ldon, who returned from 
I^lnis, and ^farco, who came back 
front lloueu, accorded me the same 
welcome, and raaintAincd that I was 
an artist We departed ibr Italy 
the bst of August, without waiting 
for tlie closing of the Odc^on, and 
without taking Ii<igine, who was to 



rejoin us as soon as she was free. 
We had to engage a fashionable 
coquette, and some kind of a Fred- 
erick Lemaifare, on the way. This 
was lambesq, whom we ohanoed 
upon again, at Lyons. He had been 
un'^urrPRnftil, and was more tractable 
than ibrmerly. However annoying 
lie might be, we had owed a consid- 
erable portiim of our raeoeat to him, 
and we wne glad to get him beek: 
Imp^iia voted for him, saying tliat 
we were used to faults, and we 
should not easily replace his good 
qualities. 

We were about to make snaage- 
ments with a MaAnBoiselle AnbuB, 
who had played the confidantes at 
the Th^&tre Fran(;ai3, and who be- 
lieved herself qualified thereby to 
take the parts of liachel in the 
province. We were not as sure of 
it as she^ and were still heaitiAing; 
when Lucinde wrote us that she had 
always wished to visit Italy, and that 
she would be RatLsHod with the salary 
that alio had formerly received among 
us. She had not succeeded in ob-. 
taining a promise of maifiage from 
her wine-merchant, who still sup- 
plied her with a certain luxury, but 
who wearied her. She hoped, per- 
haps, to revive his passion by leav- 
ing him alone, and feigning to prefer 
the stage to him. Wa waited for 
licr, and CRMsed the frontier with 
her. The troupe was quite complete; 
and, tlie business arrangements set- 
tled, they were glad to meet again. 
On the route we performed more 
than one plaj whieh requited mora 
r61es than we bad in the oranpanj. 
At this period, when Frani^'waa in 
a state of great disturbance^ man/ 
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actors, thrown oat of employment, 
sought their fortunes abroad, and we 
fioiiM Mtto of tliem fov a tima 
TImm Bolidiniaii aictots irate ocea- 
nonally very curious spedmens, es- 
pecinlly those who, in the midst of 
the strangest vicissitudes, had con- 
tinued honest If I do not b{>eak of 
thow whom iNmaty had eomipted, 
cr who, in their i^enew and viee, 
)iad been neceeBarily and fiMally 
overtaken by it, it is because among 
those types there is such a sameness, 
that there is no interest in obaerving 
end deeeribing them. •I^eee who, 
on die ecmtniy, would eooner atarve 
than diihonor ttiemielvei^ deserve 
bio^phien romposed by people of 
(ibility. It is the peculiar and re- 
spectable band of the brotherhood 
that the piaetical world do not pity 
nor aeiiilk becauee their miafortuneB 
justly prove thdr lack of common 
• sf^nop, and may be ascribed without 
mercy to their improvidence and dis- 
interestedness. I confess that I have 
mom Aaa oaoe ekperieneed a very 
iivelj qrmpethy for thoee honest ad- 
Tenturete, and that, if I had not re- 
garded my little capital as religious- 
ly devoted to the accidents which 
thi^tened my own comrades, I 
ehooid have expended it in ready 
monqr for the assistenee of theee 
chance companions. I will specify 
one instance out of a hundred, to give 
you an idea of certain destinies. 

His name was Fontanet, — De 
Tontenet; for he was a gentleman, 
and neither displayed nor concealed 
his prefix He had enjoyed a capital 
of five hundred thousand francs, and 
during his simple and serious youth 
he had lived m the country, on his 



own estate, addicted to the collection 
of works which treated of the theatre. 
Why tUs taenia lather than enoUml 
In point of whtms» it is useless to ha 

astonished at anything. Could one 
ascend to the mysterious source 
whence flow the innuiuerahle fancies 
of the human braiu, chance would be 
found the neoeswry conaegnence of 
indinatioa. 

So it was that Fontanet found 
himself ruined^ one fine morning of 
1840, liy a friend engaged in busi- 
ness, whom he had allowed to place 
a mortgage of fifty tbomand finsnoa 
upon his propwly. It was, at that 
time, a frequent qieculation to bor- 
row a slight sum on some valuable 
estate, not to rejiay it, to effect by 
underhand nieauii the sale of the es- 
tate, and to repurchase it, still secretly, 
at a low price. So in this manner 
stocks frequently fell, to enrich pro- 
dent and wary capitalists. 

A victim to this amiable operation, 
Fontanet found it useless to complain; 
and, fancying that his ercluBOkigical 
knowledge of the Uieatie quelified 
him to go .upon the stage, he became 
an actor. Nature had denied Ikim 
everything save iutellert; he had 
neither voice, physique, delivery, 
ease, memory, nor presence of mind. 
He met with no auooess, which did 
not prevent him from finding liia 
new profession very amusing, and 
continuing to collect for others the 
books and engravings which he could 
no longer buy for biuMtett Having 
obtained a subordinate situation in 
the theatre at Lynns, and seeking a 
lodging, he found fur a very low 
price a sort of slmj), wliich hy rea- 
son of lis small could never be 
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lot to any merchant He infltalled 
liis paQei thcft; but the next day he 
and to hinudi^ that^ lumiig a diop^ 
he ought to sell Bometluii^ and he 

boiif^'lit fnr twenty fmnr-? a stock of 
children's tnv, — to]>s, lialls, skipping- 
rope«, and hoops. At tiic same tiniu 
be Inuied himself in oanstnioiing 
little wooden shovels and irheelbar: 
rows. Hia btuincss was ▼etygood, 
and lie might still have prospered, 
hut the troupe to which he was at- 
tached left Lyons, and he could uut 
make up his mind to quit llie itage. 
He leaigned hie atook to e Jeir who 
knew his weaknesi» and gnve him 
in exchange an fipocr}'phnl poitt iit 
of nn antique nctor. It wiw a liLtie 
brouze aiTair, cuuiiiugly adorned with 

a fictitious legend. Fontanet be^ 
lieved he had secured a tieaann, and 
sought to sell it. He asked a thou- 
sand fmncs for it, and conW not re- 
solve to part with it, until the day 
tliat he discovered tlie fraud, and 
consoled himself for it by saying. 
"How forfconato that I did not sell 
it for a thousand francs I How I 
should have cheated tho purchaser!" 

In a town of ricdmont he en- 
countered a pious lady, who Ix^cd 
him to direct her to ttgood painter. 
Bhe wished to ornament her private 
chapel with a picture, two jrarda in 
heipht by one in breadth, represent- 
ing her patron saint, and she woiild 
pay the artist one hundred francs. 
Fontanet oflerod to paint the piotwe 
himself. He had never drawn a face 
nor touched a iwiint-bnish in his life 
He sot aliout the work boldly, copied 
as well as he could some saint upon 
tlie first fresco he came across, and 
signed his name wiUi pride : Jk Ftm- 



ianet,j>attUcr q/ rdigima iubjicU. He 
had other commissions^ hnng oat a 
flaming sign, and began to make a 

living, when chance carried him to 
another place, where a passion for 
pottery seized upon hiin, and he 
made a number of Etruscan vases, 
which he sold to the English, but 
for so modemte a price that they 
were not cheated, and congratulated 
themselves on cheating the igaorsnt 
vendor. 

What i: outauet had earned by hia 
pietorss he IsBt to the mansgsr of a 
straUing oompaaj, who did not se- 

pay it ; what he had Oinied bj his 

vases he gave to a poor beggar, to 
educate a child whose figure had 
served him as a model, and whom he 
placed at s£booL So it was tha^ af- 
ter haviag engsged in a hundred li^ 
tie ^ofessions and a hundred litOa 
trades, witluMit having saved any- 
lliing for himself, and still unable to 
resolve to leave the theatre, which 
of all his calliogi was the most 
ruinous inasmuch as it allowed him 
to establish himself nowhere, and 
brought him into constant contact 
with adventurers or needy people 
who despoiled hiui, he offered him- 
self to ns at Flofence^ to play the 
Jbummm. He had ended by ac- 
quiring a certain talent since hia 
dfhitt. He was useful to us ; and he 
wft.s so amiable, so jjay, so original, 
and su sym]>athetic, tiiat we regret- 
ted greatly when we were forced to 
leave hies. 

I will not relate to you my trav- 
els ; it would take nie three dajrs, 
and my reminiscences, very good, 
perhaps, to fill up a desultory con- 
versation, wodd retard what intei^ 
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eats you, — the histoiy of mj feel- 
ii^ and mj thoughta. 

So I will make ywn pus wwifOj 
lif Tbzin, Florence, Trieste ; I will 
l)ring you back tlirough Austria and 
Switzerland, where we reckoned up 
our gaiu3 at Geneva, after somti tol- 
erably succeasful nights. We had, aa 
MoranboiB aaid. wtt had aeTeiity-five 
fivnct clear profit to divide among 

seven partners ; but we had had an 
interesting and almost comfortable 
journey, the pensionnairea were paid, 
and L^n's friend was reimburaed. 
Lodiide, Lambetq, and B^ine left 
OB. My vaieataon bad come, and 
my father expected me. The other 
members of the company were go- 
ing to try their fortune, tltey did 
not yet Imow where. I promised to 
Mjjoin them after the winter* which I 
intended to pass at Paris; and this 
time Moranbois accepted the loan of 
my thousand francs, necessary to en- 
able my manager and my associates 
to reorganize themselves. 

Bock in my little conntij Fan- 
boaig, BUTTounded by the paternal 
ladiahoe and aspei riL^us I had leisure 
to recapituiate, as 1 will Uy to do 
for you. 

1 had made some progress at the 
tiieatra. I had acquired an excellent 
manner, without appearing embar^ 

rassed, although I really felt 8a I 
had gained sufficient ;?f1f |)ossession 
not to give, through agitation, the 
misiuterpretutioiis which my intelli- 
geaoe rejected. I etill pleased wo- 
men, and did not displease men. I 
resigned myself to being always ap 
paralled like a man of taste At first 
I had felt humiliated by this circum- 
atance, saying that I would not owe 



my success to the tailor. I saw that | 
the public took more notice of my /' 
waifltooats than of mj attainmwt^ 
and held in hjgh oonsideration a 
man so well gotten up. My com* 
jmniona, in a moment of facetious- 
nesa, had amused themselv^ by rep- 
resenting me as a young man of f 
Ingh naik, and thej dispenaed with / 
my being a good actor because I ap- / 
jjeared to be a man of the world. | 

" Do not Uiugh at that," said Bel-/ 
lamare to me ; " you are our ensign j 
your nobility is productive, and al ' 
each new ^tion the imagination of 
the loungers enriches the company 
with an additional hidalgo. At Ven- 
ice I was il Siijiinr (H Bcllamare, 
manager of a tiuu^x; of titled per- 
sonages, and I had only to say the 
word to make you a duke and my- 
self a marquis. Tin |irestige of no- 
bility still exists abroiul. In France 
it mingles droUy with democratic 
vanity; and if you were enough of 
an adventurer to put a A before 
your name, the people in the amaU 
towns would be prond of having a 
urandee for an actor. So do not 
deny being one, and do not take all 
this seriously; we are travelling to 
amuse ourselves. Be certain that it 
detncta nothing from the talent that 
you ahonld have, and that you shall 
have, I give you my word for it" 

He strove to inspire me with it; 
he did impart it to me, when I re- 
peated my ports to luro. We hnvn 
deehumed Comellle while craasing 
the Alps on donkeys. The glaciera 
of Switzerland, the shores, uf the 
Mediterranean, the ruins, tlie grnttus, 
all the picturesque solitudes tliat 
we explored together, re-eonoed the 
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Rntmd of our voicnn, ■mi'^f^fl to the 
pitcli of dminatic passion. I felt 
myself powerful, I thought myself 
inspivBd. Before tlio Ibot-lights, all 

disappeared. I was too conscien- 
tious ; T judfjed myself too severely ; 
I was my own critic and my own 
obstacle. 

So smuii for Bij talml; w to my 
love, it had taken a ne«r aapeoL. 

Mftdemot.'ielle de Valdos's calmness of 
•mind and serenity of chomcter, wliicli 
were not disturbed for a single mo- 
ment, amid the inevitable reverses, 
mishaps, fatigues, and accidents of 
tiETel, had inseiisibly awalconed in 
me that calm and tender respect 
which they inspired in BeDamare, 
without excitiTifj in him the slightest 
thouglit of jio-ssion. Bellamare was, 
notwitiistanding, not profligate, but 
<levoted to pleaaare. Ho knew no 
raedium hotween deajre without af- 
fection, and ftfToction without desire. 
Tin's innn, so happy in his disposition, 
and so seductive from the kindne.'^s 
of his heart, exerciBed a powerful in- 
flnenoe over my mind. I wfahed to 
adopt his views and feelings. I 
strove to imitate him in his errors 
and his wisdom ; but where he found 
calm, the clearing up of faculties after 
the ci/ogation* of instincts, I felt 
only oeir-oontempt and pvofonnd aad- 
noBB. I was an idealiot^ and, besidea, 
I was lint 1ml f Ins age. It was absurd 
of me to fan'-y that one ran arrange 
his life like that of another. Reason 

• I hnve rcUiiniMl this word in Liwrence'i 
ti>Hta1, licnitiw it itnick roe. I do not think 
it French, but 1 eonld witll tlltl it wm ho. On 
the piirt of nur narmtor, it wm, donbtlr«i, • 
mntniscenM of Italy, where iht rtih ^ogarsi, 
ateiiabljr ex|)rcv<.ivi% hu no eqaiiiMHlt in oar 



does not fit us like a borrowed gar- 
ment ; each one should know how to 
adapt Ilia own to hii own individu- 
ality. 

This infatuation for Bdlamwe^ and 

this fancy of wi.shiiig to resemble 
him, succeeded at least in stifling my 
passion. Perhaps the rapid and vio- 
knt passage of another love through 
my hearty the dieam of (he tmihiowii, 
had somewhat effaced the image of 
Iinp(5ria. It is rrrtnin that I dread- 
ed her no longer, and that a deep 
tenderness assuaged the secret vio- 
lence of my d&ire. Seeing her so 
respected hj mj ollier aaiooietee, I 
should have thoi^ht mywlf a cox- 
comb to dream of vanquishing her. 
By dint of no longer dreaming of it^ 
I no longer even desired it. 

At least it was in tbia frame of 
mind that I left Geneva. After re- 
turning home. I thooghtof her witli- 
ont n^'itation ; but soon it was im- 
poasiMe to conceal from myself tliat 
slie was necessary to my intcliectual 
life, and that away from her I was sub- 
jeot to profound aaittti Ihadnotthe 
courage to resume my seriotis studies. 
Music and drawing pleased me bet- 
ter, bccnnse they permitted me to 
think of Iier. She had a charming 
tliread of a voice, was a good musi- 
cian* and nng ddUdoaatyi While 
endeavoring to become a good niuai- 
cian myself, I tJiought only of sing- 
inf» witll her or accompanyiny her. 
Diirinr; our travels she had made nio 
practise from time to time, and, in 
the main, her lessons were the best 
that I have received. 

For some time I cherished the de- 
hision that the society of Bt'llamnn*, 
L6ou, Anna, and Marco was aa ea- 
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scntial to me M tiiat of Impdria.! 

They )ove<i ine so ranch ! Tliey were 
so amiabli a'.u] 80 interesting ! How 
insupportable the lot to -which I luul 
ntaned vpgeued to me I In vain 
I lepxotehed myielf for this golf be- 
tween mjfonner friends and me. T 
thought myself guilty, for regretting 
the conversation of llellunjare, when 
with my father; but wob it not my 
poor fuller Mnieelf. who, by intro- 
duoing me to dTiliwUon, had con- 
demned me to break with barbarism ? 

Still, when T was candid with my- 
self, I felt that I could have forgot- 
ten Bellamare and all my cowradtis, 
except Imp^iia. It was not my fa- 
thei^e fimlt if I had eonoeiTed a fool- 
bh attachment for a pemoa who was 
imwilltng to Io7e any one. 

One day when I was crossing the 
Alps iu a sledge with Bellamare, he 
had aaked me the lesult of my aflair 
with the GbunteBa. I then tdd him 
the whole troth, or veiy nearly all 
At that time I wn' fully persuaded 
that I had ceased to love Imp»Jria, 
that I should never love her again, 
and that BeUamaie oould lepeat my 
oonfldenoea to her without iiyuring 
me. I had, besides, considerably soft- 
ened the ardor of iiiv first passion ii: 
riiy revelations, and I had left its 
oiigiti untold. I did not plume my- 
self on having embreoed a theatrical 
career on her acooont I simply con- 
fessed that at the time of my adven- 
ture at Blois I had been more in 
love with her than with the unknown. 
All tlie re»t I could relate Imukly. 

BdhmsTe's judgment on this situ* 
ation struck me greatly. He up- 
prnved of me at first, and then added, 
" Without knowing it, you have tak- 



en the best oonise to be truly loved 

hy this Countess ; .sincerity in the 
first ])]ace, followed by pride. AMicn 
allowing you to see her suspicious, 
she expected a q^eedy reply, a con- 
test in which the would dedaie ho^ 
self vanquished, only after having 
rolled yon, to her liking, over tlie 
dust of the arena. At tliat moment 
she had ceased to love you. Tlmt is 
tlie wayjvith s|pom«L It ia lender- 
ing them a service not to indulge 
them in their combative instincts, 
hut to te;u:h them to love sincerely, 
as they know so well Imw to love, 
when not mislud by a quest for the 
impoesible. Love ia a fine, a sublime 
thiQg with them, at the d^ui, Be* 
ware of the second and third acta of 
the drama ! When one cannot has- 
ten the d6noucmciit, one must await 
iu Wait, Uiuu, in silence, cover the 
fire, and you will see her xetuin, 
faithful and brave, as in the day of 
the blue room. If she does return, 
receive my congratulations. If she 
doea not, rejoiff nt liaving es<vi]>«;d 
a luve of the head. Those uic thu 
wont** 

And Bellamare had added ftirthsr^ 

" If Imperia Ii:ul not formed a resolu- 
tion, I sliouLl have blessed your love. 
l"\)r my Jiart, 1 think you Woi Lliy of 
each other , but bhe is discruet, aud 

will not have a lover. Again she ia 
reasonable, and will not rush into 

the misery of mun-iage. Lastly, she 
is happy in her virtue, and I believe 
iu it, ulthougli I ilo not understand 
it. So, if you uru reusotiuble your- 
self, do not think of it again. Do 
yuu fancy tliat the firat day when 
she came to me, mysteriously, as the 
Uottutess^ but with ideas otherwise 
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mnom and dedded^ to tell me her 
famfljr misfortniici^ uid to tntreat 

me to give her a profession and sup- 
port, tlint I "vvr\?? not agitated, as 
much as, and perhaps more than, 
jrou were in tlio bhte cliamber ? She 
VR9 SO pretty in her mnvw, «o se- 
dnettvs in hef ooniideno& I was 
seized with dizziness ten times, in 
lhr>'?n two hours of ff{e-(i-tSfr cnnver- 
snti n ; but if Bellamare has a nose 
to scent an opportunity, and a claw 
Id aeixe it lij ^ forelock, he hae an 
eye to dialingnish true Tirtne, and a 
hand which purifies itself in blessing 
it On leaving Iier, I had promised 
to he her fatlier, and to every aftcr- 
thoujjht I had said, "Never, never, 
never I * How, when flungs pfeoenfc 
themaelves so clearly to my con* 
science, I ceaee to have the alightest 
merit, because there is no longer the 
sliglitest struggle, and I confess that 
I cannot comprehend howtt costs an 
honomUe nan mora not to daoeive a 
woman than not to oheat at eaidi.** 

At that moment Bellamare's argu- 
ment seemed nnanswemlilc ; T re- 
flected on it all thrnngh iny vacation. 
I could find no reply to it; but it 
did not prevent me from being very 
dejeeled and nnlMq>py. I tried to 
rakindle my affection for tlic Count- 
ess, and oflen I dreamed of tlie joy 
of mutual love ; but on awaking' I 
cared for her no mor& Her image 
appealed to my heart only throngh 
imagination. 

When the vacation was ended, T 
asked myself whether I should not 
renounce law, which conducted n«f 
to nothing, and rejoin BoUamarc s 
•company. I was unwilling to take 
Ihia feeolution withoot oonanltiqg 



my father. I expected that be 
would diaeiiade me fkom it ; he had 

no idea of it At first I had some 
difhculty in making him un ^orslaml 
what the theatre waa ; for w dramatic 
troupe hod never come among us; 
we had no halL What my father 
called flwne rftan j wera the Swiae left- 
dealers, exhibitors of menageries, and 
the moiint<»l>nn\"?, wfiom he had seen 
at fairs and l ultlio gatherings. So I 
was very careful not to utter the 
worda^oomedy* or^oomedian,'* whioh 
would onty have inQnied hfan with 
a profound toom. Be^te agr neo> 
lution to be open, I gave hire expla- 
nations which, although really true, 
conveyed to hia mind only a vague 
and aomewhat ftntaetio '"g 
My Cather haa alwaya had the primi- 
tive simplicity of a man deroted to 
manual labor, as to a dufy, a religion 
from which no idea foreign to this 
labor can distract him, without dis- 
qualifying him fcr itw My mother, 
who waa Twy inlalligenti had laaghed 
at him a little for rredulityand 
his pood-nature. H ■ i fTrrf^d her to 
do so, and was very willing to laugh 
with her; they adored each other, 
notwithalmiding hot he wonld not 
have pennitted me to notioe hie in- 
feriority to me. He wished me to 
Ik; rfifn-rnt from himself, but not 
siiprnor ; he e.steenied liis vocation 
as unlike mine, but equal to it. 
Hia adotalion for the earth did not 
allow him to think otherwiae,aad ht 
was really quite in the ri{,'lit of it> 
and entertnined a high philosophy 
without suspecting it. He rcsj)ccted 
learning vciy humbly, but it was oa 
condition of aooording ciiuol respect 
loeuItnieorthatoiL Ifhehaddia- 
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couraged me from it, il wh iMftilM 
he imagiiMd, by makiiig ma • peu- 
ant, Le would unfit me for the fut- 
cied suooeaiioik to nj iiiudi^ the jiar- 
vtnu. 

\Vhea I bad told Imu that I de- 
eind to join e company of persons. 
^wh» epoke in public to ezeioise 
tbemeelvea in declaiming finely* he 
■was satisfied, and asked no more 
about it. He had feared to show 
me by liis (j^ueatioua Low little he 
knew of die natun of this study. 
Bo I depevted, carrying with me his 
blessing, as heretofore, and my little 
capital, which, since the preceding 
year, I liad always borue about with 
me iu an under- waistband. It was 
not heavy enough to trouble nie^ ea> 
pecially as I had already diminished 
it one half. 

In the beginning of the winter, 
then, I rejoined the troupe at Tou- 
lon, and was received -enthusiastical- 
ly by them. The ntuation ma not 
brilliant but tliey were still "getting 
along," as Moranbois phrased it, and 
they held a council to decide if they 
should continue the exploration ol 
the coasts. 

At thia period the towns along the 
aearshoVB had hardly begun to enjoy 
the vogue which they liave since ac- 
quired. Tliere was, as yet, no ques- 
tion of railroads, gas, or gaming- 
houses. Europe had not yet laid 
siege to that nanow'Coaat which 
strctehea like an eqialier in the sun, 
from Tonlon to Monaco, and which 
will soon extend to Genoa. 

" My children," BtiUamare said to 
US, "we shall still ' get along,' if we 
do not make a great figure. I have 
never made monsy otcspt oataide of 



Fnmoe; no one ia a prophefe in hm 
own conntiy. I have made veiy 
nearly the toor of the wodd, and I 

know that the farther off one comes 
from, the more ho attracts the curi- 
ous. Do you remember tliut last 

tiie eztsesae limit of onr joomey, 

than anywhere else? I wished to 
push on to Odessa, ftt-ross the Danu- 
bian provinres. 1 recollected l:avinj^ 
been successtul there; we bbould 
have rstumed by Moaoow. Yon re- 
coiled befora the Buasian csmpatgn. 
If you trust me with it, we will un- 
dertake it ; but M winter is ap- 
proaching, we will begin with the 
warm countries. We will go to 
Constantinople, we will remain theve 
two months ; we will go from thenoe 
to Temesvar and Bucharest, which is 
also a good city ; then as soon aa tl^ 
weather will permit we will cross 
the Balkan, reach Jany, and arrive 
at Odessa with the swanowa." 

Some one remarked that the cost 
of the trip would be considerable. 
He showed us letters from a siK-cesa- 
ful coutmctor, who would be respon- 
sible for our passage, and promised 
to take chaige of onr return, if we 
could m)t pay the expensses; it was 
a former partner, on whose hunetty 
he believed he could rely. It was put 
to vote. Each one tossed up a coin, 
for "heads or tails." The majority 
of the throws decided the voyage. I 
confess that on seeing luiix^ria desire 
it, I cheated to make the balance in> 
cline to tlie afliruiative side. 

Once more I will make you take 
a stride over the tiresome or amua- 
ing details that would be indevant 
to ny aulgeeL I will only tell yon. 
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tliat, if the majority wotb valiant and 
hopeftal, the minority, represented hj 
Ludnde, Lamlicsq, Rdgine, and Pur- 

purin, weiT only pnrtially or not nt 
all so. This last did not pardon for- 
eigners for not knowing French bet- 
ter tlian himeeir, and Lambesq, who 
pretended to speak Italian, was fitri- 
o\tn at l)cinf^ less misunderstood 
•when ho spoko his own language. 
His nature was imbittered, like that 
of IAmi, hy disappointmentat bat he 
had nott lUce Lfon. the good taste to 
conceal his wounds. He believed 
himself the only Rroat Ronius in tlie 
world, find the only unappreciated 
one. According to him, the artists 
loved by the public and favoted by 
fortune had owed their suoeesa only 
to intrigue. 

K<?gine lau^^hed at everything ; no 
one was more inured to the miseries 



of nomadie life; but she augured ill 
of onr peooniaiy socceas, sod Icept 

repeating tliat it was nothing to go 
away, the difficulty would bo Ut re- 
turn. Lucinde feared nothing ou 
her own aooonnt She was not « wo- 
man to embaik with empty hands. 
But she feared lest we shoold bo 
forced to pay the expenses of the re- 
turn ])n8sagc, and she did not conceal 
lier ajixicty. 

Singularly enough, Moianboia» the 
most stoical and self-contained of 
all, was no longer without uneasi- 
ness ; he did not know ZrsTnnrttii, the 
contractor to whom Bellatnarc had 
intru.sted himself, but he had, he 
said, had a bad dream about him ; 
and this man of atone and who 
feared no peril, and knew no hesittt- 
ticn, wa^ superatitions, — he believed 
in dreams t 
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